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Western Wood is published quarterly – Winter, Spring, 
Summer, and Fall for mailing to over 600 members of 
our Northern California / Lake Tahoe Chapter.  Your 
advertising dollar takes your business to the center of 
the select Northern California classic boating community 
and activities. 
 2020 Rates:  Color  Web ad 
 Business Card  4 times $250 $75 
 (2 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $75 $25 
 Quarter Page  4 times $500 $150 
 (4 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $150 $50 
 Half Page   4 times $800 $250 
 (4 1/2 x 71/2”)  1 time $250 $75 
 Full Page  4 times $1600 $350 
 (9 1/2 x 7 1/2”)  1 time $500 $100 
 
Inquire To: Virginia Gompertz 
  virginia@bellaombra.com  
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WESTERN WOOD is the Quarterly newsletter of the 

Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter, of The Antique and 
Classic Boat Society, Inc. and is published for the benefit of 

Chapter members.  Publication dates are: 
 May-Spring  Deadline: April 15 

 August-Summer  Deadline: July 15 

 November-Fall  Deadline: October 15 
 February-Winter  Deadline: January 15 

The newsletter is available on our website: www.acbs-tahoe.org 
Questions, articles for publication, advertisements and letters to 

the editor, etc. should be sent to... 

westernwood@acbs-tahoe.org 
lee.chase@comcast.net 
sandy-chase@comcast.net  

At this point everybody is tired of the COVID-19  
pandemic. Unfortunately, it is raging stronger than ever 
seemingly everywhere. I don’t know when it will be safe 
to have big events again, we will just have to be patient 
about that. I do know that it is deadly, it hit our family, it is 
a sad reality. 

 
We have heard that a vaccine may be approved within 

the next few months. This is the best news since virus 
started. Yet we still need to stay safe until a vaccine is  
available, we won’t relax yet. Restrictions are now being 
increased on large gatherings and indoor dining in an effort 
to reduce the alarming spread being reported. It looks like 
our Thanksgiving holiday will only be a gathering of four  
instead of the 20 guests we normally invite. I even heard 
TV pundits suggest that Thanksgiving guests should  bring 
their own food and eat in separate rooms. OK, then I think 
we could go a step further and stay home and do a Zoom 
Thanksgiving where we eat and drink in front of the  
computer, in stead of shouting between rooms. I don’t 
have 20 rooms anyway! 

 
The constantly changing restriction makes it difficult 

to plan events for 2021. Our events need to be organized 
well in advance, but we cannot be confident that all events 
for 2021 will be able to occur. We are being optimistic and 

making plans for a full slate of events, hoping that  
restrictions will ease, but will adapt as necessary to stay 
safe. We will have as much fun as we can while staying 
safe. 

 
We were able to have some fun boating in 2020  

despite the pandemic. At the Homewood High and Dry 
Marina where we keep our boat for the summer, they set 
up a reservation system to have a boat launched. When 
we arrived at the appointed time typically the boat was in 
the water ready to go, if not there were individual waiting 
areas set up. Mask were required for all staff and boaters 
until we were clear of the harbor. It was a good example 
of adapting to restrictions. We felt very safe.  

 
What was totally different this year was the total 

lack of social events. We are normally so busy during the 
summer at Tahoe with Woodie Whoopies, the TYC  
Concours d’Elegance, and just meeting with friends. This 
year we were just us “sheltering in place” at our cabin 
with occasional boat rides and hiking. At home, our  
routine is about the same without the boating. Our big 
outing for the day is getting a cup of coffee at our  
favorite coffee shop, drinking it outside of course. If we 
go out to dinner, it is only to the back yard, if the weather 
is nice. 

 
We missed seeing all our friends at ACBS events 

this year, let’s hope 2021 will be better.  

“Creamsicle” at Homewood High and Dry Marina in the 
water ready to go as we arrive on a beautiful morning at 
Tahoe. 
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I hope that this issue of Western Wood finds 
you in good health.  The Corona virus has  
certainly changed everything in 2020.  As you 
know, the virus has cancelled ACBS events  
nationwide as well as our own NC/LT events.  In 
fact, our last two remaining events, the Delta 
Cruise and our Annual Meeting were also  
canceled.  

As of this writing, we have moved the  
Murphys Ironstone event, originally planned for 
April 2020 to next April for the Spring Fling.   
Ironstone has been extremely flexible and  
accommodating, as has the caterer and the hotel. 
We are looking forward to the resumption of all 
our events in 2021, hopefully with the virus  
behind us.   

During our August Board Meeting, the  
Nominating Committee, consisting of Past  
President Bobby Gaestel, Sandy Chase, Iren 
Jenny, and Dave Lyon, recommended to hold the 
current Board over through 2021. There was a 
Board vote held which passed unanimously. The 
Board voted to amend Article II of the Governing 
Body of our Constitution as A.1 to allow for this to 
occur, due to unusual circumstances.  The  
motion that was carried is as follows:  

“The below are the terms of office for the 
Board of Directors unless there is an unusual  
circumstance in which case a 2/3 majority vote of 
the Board can hold the current governing board 
in place for an additional year.”  

This is similar to what ACBS International 
and other chapters have done due to the  
Covid-19 Corona virus situation. The change will 
also allow future Boards the ability to maintain 
the same board in place under similar  
circumstances and situations should the need 
arise.  

The Fall 2020 Annual Meeting took place via 

 Zoom on Saturday, November 7, 2020.    
The email went out to all members with 

more information regarding the Nominations 
and how they were handled regarding our Slate 
of Officers and Board Members for 2021.  

On another note, please be advised that 
there several opportunities for you to get more 
involved with your Chapter. The Board is  
looking for members to fill the positions of  
Webmaster as Cheryl Caplan will be retiring 
from that position next year.   

Jared Hein, our long time Treasurer, is also 
seeking to retire from the position.  

Now is the time to get involved as each of 
these Chairpersons are willing train and work 
with you as you transition into the position.  

Rich Fisher is our Woodie Whoopie  
Chairman and he would like to have a Co-Chair 
to help him lead the Tahoe Woodie Whoopies. 
Rich intends to continue to attend the Woodie 
Whoopies and bring the trailer full of equipment 
to all the events next Summer, but it would be 
nice to share the planning and leadership.  As 
an alternative to having a Co-Chair, Rich could 
use one volunteer to help with each of the four 
planned Tahoe events.  If you would like to join 
his team, please contact Rich via email at: 
rich.fisher34@yahoo.com    

On behalf of our Chapter, I would like to 
give a heartfelt “Thank You” to Cheryl, Jared 
and Rich for their many years of service.  If you 
are interested in any of these positions, please 
let me know.  I would also suggest you contact 
Cheryl, Jared or Rich and find out what the  
position entails, etc.  

I hope that you have been able to get on 
the water and enjoy boating to some extent this 
summer.  Sylvia and I have been boating a few 
times and look forward to boating a few more 
times before winter is upon us.   

Should you wish to discuss any questions 
or concerns, or are interested in one of the up-
coming opening positions, please feel free to 
contact me at leutz@inreach.com.   

See you on the water! 
 
 

Don Leutz 
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By  Lew Dobbins—Membership Chair 
Greetings all.  I hope all reading this are still safe 

and healthy.  With any luck, you have had some 
chances to social distance out on the water. Keep boat-
ing while we wait for our 2020 do-over in 2021. With 
all of our chapter events cancelled, we still have lots of 
time to work on boat projects.  And we do have a new 
member to welcome and celebrate.  Please welcome:  
 
ο Alan and Heidi Laing from Redwood City, CA.  

They have a 1947 Garwood Ensign 16’ Utility 
named Grillon.  
 

ο John  Alderson from  Marina Del Rey, CA 
 

ο Ethan and Miriam Hirschfeld  of Novato  
CA.  they have a  1962 Classic Correct Craft 20' 
Debonnaire   named Splash  and a 2020  
Chris-Craft  28’ GT. 

 
 That makes 435 active members, as of Septem-

ber 1st, with 407 calling the Lake Tahoe/Northern 
California Chapter their home chapter.  We still 
have about 9 of our members that have recently 
lapsed from the membership and another 24 that 
will lapse in the next 60 days.  I will be sending you 
a notice soon. 

Be sure to renew your Membership when it 
comes due.  It is easy to renew online, or sign-up for 
a new Membership, at the ACBS Website, 
www.acbs.org or the NC/LT Website at: www.acbs-
tahoe.org.  

 The membership packets that Don put together 
have been a handy tool for us all.  When you are at 
the gas station with the boat, someone always seems 
to come take a closer look.  Don’t we usually end up 
talking with them for a while?  And many times 
these people never knew about ACBS.  We often 
pick up new members from just this kind of chance 
meeting! 

If you have any questions regarding member-
ship or wish get any of the packets, please feel free 
to contact me at lewdobbins@gmail.com or call me 
and leave a message on 530-263-0412. 
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Brothers Bob and Billy Campbell became commercial  
fisherman after WWII and settled on Catalina Island in 1948 
living aboard their boat.  Applying knowledge and experience 
gained in all types of boats navigating the blue waters off of the 
California coast, taught them valuable lessons about  
performance, seaworthiness, and functional design.  They set 
about experimenting with new and different hull designs  
adapting traditional deep-V ocean concepts with more traditional 
flat bottom pleasure craft. 

In 1950 their first 21 ft modified V hull was introduced.  To 
most serious Campbell followers this is considered the “original” 
Campbell hull design. The two brothers officially founded 
Campbell Boats in 1953 moving the operation to Burbank/
Glendale, California to begin production of fiberglass over  
plywood hulls ranging from 17 to 40 feet.  

The introduction of their new 22 ft “Catalina Weekend 
Cruiser” eventually led to the development of the 24ft “Cuddy 
Cabin Cruiser”.  This was to become the most popular model 
representing 328 of the 831 Campbell boats produced.  Members 
Lee and Sandy Chase’s 1964 24 ft cruiser “Creamsicle” is a 
beautiful example fiberglass/wood construction that ended in 
March of 1969.  After that all Campbell boats were constructed 
of fiberglass.  A hull similar to the Chase’s was actually used as 
the “plug”, with the addition of lifting strakes, to make the mold 
for the 24 ft Cuddy Cruisers. 

Early on all Campbell’s were themed as high-performance 
cruisers employing v-drive propulsion.  The Southern California 
“Hot Boat” scene was in full swing at the time and Campbell 
Boats was at the forefront of that movement.  Although not as 
well known for their smaller flat-bottom run-a-bouts, several 
held 1/4 mile drag race records in the early 60’s.  Because of 
their high-performance nature some Campbell cruisers made 
their way into endurance marathon and ski racing.  One of the 
most famous, “Renegade”, is currently featured on the ACBS 

International website and can be viewed at www.acbs.org/
renegade/.    

The iconic Campbell design has become what is  
generically referred to today as a “day cruiser” and remains one 
of the most copied, recognizable marine designs.  Bud Bailey, 
co-founder and chief designer of Spectra Marine, was  
employed as a designer for Campbell in the 60’s and is largely 
responsible for the 24 ft Cuddy we know today. NorCal/Tahoe 
members Doug and Barbara Reed’s 1977 24 ft Cuddy Cruiser 
along with Gene and Sue Dangel’s 1974, 24 ft Cuddy, “Makin 
Waves”, are fine examples of the all fiberglass models. 

Most all Campbell boats were custom made to order.  
Everything was constructed in house beginning with the hull, 
full custom upholstery, electrical, rigging, as well as engine 
building to the customer’s specifications.  Hulls could also be 
ordered “bare” in stage one with just the strut installed for the 
owner to finish, or in any stage of completion up to turn key.  
The factory would also install the customers engine or a choice 
of a stock 454 Chevrolet or a 460 Ford.  At one point a twin 
turbo charged Gale Banks 454 Chevy was a factory option.  I 
do not know if it is an urban myth or a fact, but like Henry 
Ford, you could get a Model T as long as it was black….but 
with a Campbell, you could get any color you wanted, as long 
as it was the color of a billiard/pool ball.  

In 1970 the company re-located to Lake Havasu City, 
Arizona and in 1973 Campbell Boats was sold to Bob and Judy 
Whelan. They continued building and servicing boats until hard 
times closed the doors in 1984.  The molds were sold, and 
Campbell’s were produced briefly under the Beismeyer brand 
and Ralph Tito name.  They were re-acquired by Campbell in 
the late 80’s with limited production finally ending in 1997.  
Some of the later boats were fitted with out-drive propulsion.  

My first experience in a Campbell was at Lake Mead in 
’57 or ’58.  We camped next to a family from Anaheim who 

By Gene Dangel 

Gene and Sue Dangel’s 1974, 24 ft Cuddy, “Makin Waves” 

Lee and Sandy Chase’s 1964 24 ft 
cruiser “Creamsicle”  
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had a split cockpit Hacker with a “full race” 
Merc flathead named “O - So - Slo.  They 
were expecting three friends from LA all 
towing Campbell’s.  Off to the marina we 
went to find three beautiful Campbell double 
step cabin cruisers.  The “Dry Martini”, The 
“Bloody Mary”, and the “Screw Driver”.   
Naming Campbell’s after cocktails was  
popular with the “it’s 5:00 somewhere 50’s” 
party boaters of the day.  I have never  
forgotten that first ride in “Screw Driver” 
with a souped up Caddy mill.   When the 
Chase’s acquired their Campbell the first 
thing Sandy said was, “Gin Jug” needs to be 
wiped of the transom!  Let’s see….five ball 
orange….Creamsicle….yeah that’s it!! 

There is a large following of Campbell 
owners in and around Lake Havasu that 
gather every September for an annual  
Regatta.  Maybe someday we will make the 
twelve hour tow with  “Makin Waves” and 
see what it is all about.  Check out the  
Campbell owners website at 
www.CampbellBoatOwners.org.  When it 
comes to hot, performance cruisers,  
Campbells are the originals, the real deal.  

Doug and Barbara Reed’s 1977 24 ft Cuddy Cruiser  
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By Cary S. Winslow 
 

The saga of a 1961 
Chris Craft Ski Utility 
wooden boat begins 
about 35 years ago, on 
the day after Christmas 
when I was reading the 
Classified Ads in the 
Visalia Times Delta 
newspaper.  (You  
remember those ads?) It 
read, “Chris Craft boat 
for sale, contact Sea Scout leader.”  Not being able to 
resist since I already had my 1955 Cavalier, “Little 
Beaver,” I called and made an appointment to meet 
the leader.  We met at the Sea Scout meeting hall and 
he said, “Here is the boat hardware that has been  
removed.  The Scouts need money to buy camping 
equipment and we need $500.00.”  I asked, “Where is 
the boat, trailer, and engine?”  Well, (pause) the boat 
and trailer were at his equipment yard and the engine 

was at a mechanic’s shop that day, both out in the 
rain.  Being young and inexperienced I said, “OK, 
it’s a deal.” 

Over the next few days, I gathered the boat, 
hull, trailer and parts together and hauled them 
home. After inspecting everything I proceeded to 
strip all the exterior sides and decks, and sand 
smooth the exterior wood.  I then cleaned, stained 
and varnished the entire bilge area as it was origi-
nally.  Needless to say, this is where the initial work 
on the boat came to a halt. 

Out of curiosity I asked the scout leader, “By 
the way, where did the Scouts get the boat and who 
did it belong to before the donation?”  He told me 
that one of the supporters of their unit was a local 
children’s dentist, Dr. Peterson, in Visalia.  As fate 

would have it Dr. Peterson lived six blocks from my 
house, so I made an appointment with him to talk 
about the boat.  He said he bought it new in 1961 
and used the boat every year until leak problems 
arose.  He attempted to have a repair shop repair it, 
but the repairs were unsatisfactory and he lost  
interest in the boat.  However, Dr. Peterson had all 
the original paperwork and owner’s manual for the 
boat, which he passed along to me. 

Fast forward 30+ years: after my retirement I 
decided with the urging of Maggie, that the boat 
should now be taken out of my dry storage and  
repaired.  It just so happened that Bill and Hilde 

Cary and Maggie 
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Wykoff of Wykoff Antique Refinishing were ACBS 
members, good friend and local Visalia residents, 
and were still repairing and refinishing wooden 
boats.  Needless to say, they have done many boats 
and their work is excellent.  They even let me help 
with some of the simple work!  All the hull  
refinishing and installation of the windshield and all 
brightwork is complete, but Bill does not do engine 
or mechanical work. 

Chapter 2 begins in 2019 when my brother, 
Tom Winslow, a retired General Motors engineer, 
said he would come down from Corvallis, Oregon to 
help me with the 283 Chris Craft engine.  At first, 
we attempted to get the engine running without  
disassembling it and were successful.  However, oil 
pressure and compression problems determined a 
complete rebuild was necessary.  We disassembled 
the engine and found black tar in the pan, along with 
two cracked cylinder heads. 

The engine was taken to RPM Machine Shop in 
Tulare, California. With the help of Ron Blade and 
Bob Blair, we were able to rebuild and save the  
marine engine.  Some parts and advice were also 
obtained from Peter Henkel Inc., of East China, 
Michigan, who advertises in our publications and 
does marine parts and engine rebuilding exclusively.  
Further advice and technical support was also given 
by our own Lou Dobbins.  A BIG THANK YOU 
TO ALL THAT HELPED WITH THIS PROJECT!   

As the photos here testify, the engine has been 
reassembled, and installed in the boat.  There still 
remains some upholstery repair works (I have the 

original seats) and other details to make the boat  
operational.  The Corona Virus has given me the  
reason to shelter-in-place and get involved in this 
boat restoration work that has been all too long in the 
making. 

I am hoping that, God willing, we will have the 
“Magdalena” on the water in 2021 and at some 
ACBS events.  
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The Chris-Craft 19’ Racing Runabouts always fascinated 
me.  Such a simple design – light, fast, low profile, and a little 
impractical.  After restoring 6 of these over the years I decided 
(before kids) that this would be the perfect size user boat for my 
wife and I, and like most boats I work on, admired the look of 
them in the varnish booth without hardware cluttering up the 
original intended lines.  So with the idea in my head of minimal 
hardware, minimal cockpits, and not wanting to bastardize an 
original hull, I found a 1952 Racing Runabout #363 in Sebasto-
pol on Craigslist and took a road trip.   

 
My intent with this boat throughout restoration was that 

one day I would sell it, and knew that my personal taste in what 
I thought was cool, like building a Hot Rod, may limit the  
market when it was time to see her go.  So, everything I did had 
to be easily able to put back to stock in an arbitrary two-week 
timeframe to a Concours First Place contender if need be.   

 
As someone that is sort of known for loving the research 

and minutia in the restoration and judging of these old boats it 
was a welcome departure from following someone else’s rules.   

 
 

Here is what I did: 
 
-The aft cockpit was obviously decked over.  It is framed 

as original with the D-shape and cockpit radiuses installed; I 
merely installed a sacrificial frame in the middle of the cockpit 
to span the distance so the deck was plenty strong there to walk 
on.   

 
 

Breaking the rules to make a Hot Rod 



 

Western Wood Page 11  
 

 

acbs-tahoe.org 

-Hardware left off: windshield, bow light, stern pole 
socket, three vents (I still made sure things were vented prop-
erly), step pads, and one hatch handle. 

 
-Cosmetic adjustments: brown deck seams in place of 

white, no waterline, no bottom paint except in the bow 
(running surface is black graphite as original) 

 
-The interior is done completely original, down to the 

original school bus red Naugahyde I had custom made for 
showboats a few years ago.  The flooring is the correct lino-
leum – and I kept enough of both in case I ever add the aft 
cockpit back in.   

 
-Since there are no running lights, there are no light 

switches on the dash, though the gauges are original.  The 
original restored ’48 Studebaker banjo wheel is still there,  
because it doesn’t get any cooler than that wheel anyway.  The 
steering column was shortened 3” because in stock form I  
always felt the wheel stuck out too far, and I’m 6’4”, which 
made me feel like a bear in a Volkswagen.  And without a 
windshield the stock wheel position would just look goofy. 

 
-The engine is the original numbers matching show-stock 

158-hp MBL, plenty of power for a Racer. I did bump up to a 
4-inch tailpipe, which dramatically alters the sound – by far the 
most complimented thing about this boat is the radical exhaust 
note.  I made sure to machine my own exhaust ring to the same 
OD as the original 3 ½” pipe used, just with a bigger ID.  That 
way I can put it back with the smaller pipe and no harm done. 

 
It has been a great boat and it has garnered great reactions 

from folks that both know Racing Runabouts and those that 
have never seen a wood boat.  It was fun to have a little  
freedom in a project for once but it’s back to show-correct 
picky-as-can-be restorations for me.   

 
Brian Robinson 
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Summarizing the life of this extraordinary man would take 
volumes. He lived an exceptional life and leaves a legacy of  
personal and professional achievements that will be talked about 
for years. His wife of 71 years, Betty proceeded him in passing 
in 2019. He is survived by his three children, Wendy Read, 
(PeterRead), Suzette Seagoe, (Pete Seagoe) and Herb Hall, 
(Barbara Hall). Included in the surviving family are five grand 
children and eight grandchildren.  

Born at home in 1924 to Herbert and Suzette Hall, 
“George” would soon take on the nickname Dodie based on his 
attempt to pronounce Georgie as a toddler. To friend and family, 
he was always Dode or Dodie. 

Dode Grew up in Piedmont and attended Piedmont High 
School and Webb School before attending the University of 
California Berkeley. His attendance at Berkeley was brief  
however and like most men of that era, he followed Uncle Sam’s 
call to Join Up! Serving in the Army Air Corp. as a map maker 
with an aerial photography unit. He left the service with the rank 
of sergeant. Like many former GI’s from WWII, he was modest 
about any war time contributions. 

He returned to Cal after the war earning a post graduate 
MBA. But before finishing his education, he caught the eye of 
Betty Rohde, also a Cal student. Marriage followed in 1947. 
Degree in hand, Dode went on to work at Tubbs Cordage  
Company, a successful family rope manufacturer with roots in 
the gold rush. They settled in Orinda and along the way raised 
three children, Wendy, Suzette and Herb.  

Family getaways were to Sugar Bowl Ski resort in the  
winter. Dad’s passion for Skiing led him to purchase a winter 
home in the resort, from his brother Dave. Summers were  
always spent at Tahoe, with the family staying at Glenbrook for 
the month of August. That tradition was never broken with 
Dode’s last visit in July. Family trips also included an occasional 
jaunt to Hawaii, part of Dad’s territory as a salesman with 
Tubbs.   

Dode loved travel and made sure we experienced life  
outside life in Orinda. Seeing that the old ways of travel were 
changing, He made sure that we experience the last of the Ocean 
Liners, a trip to Hawaii on the Lurline and the last of  passenger 
rail, a trip from Denver to Oakland on the California Zephyr. 

Dad started going to Tahoe in the thirties and when he 
started bringing his own family in the 50’s. Of course, being at 
Tahoe meant he needed a family boat. Not having quite the 
budget for one and being a handy sort of person, Dode pur-
chased a Chris Craft Kit boat and built his own in the garage. 
Originally fitted with a 35hp Johnson outboard the “Wendy Sue” 
served as the family boat in to the late 70’s. all the kids learned 
to water ski behind her. Boating was a big passion, which  
included sailing on San Francisco Bay. 

 
In the early 70’s Dode took on a new career as a  

Stockbroker with the Shuman Agnew firm. Keen on investing 
well, he was looking for diversity beyond stocks and bonds. In 
the mid 70’s Dode would have a conversation with a friend that 
would seal Dode’s legacy. His friend, Oliver Meek was  
interested in selling the Sierra Boat Company, a well-
established marina on Tahoe’s north Shore. A deal was struck 
and the Dode along with his sister and brother became owners 
of the company. Dode immediately applied his business  
acumen on to transforming a hobby business in to a profitable 
one. Known for its classic wooden boats, Dode added to the 
stable when he traveled to Italy to purchased prized wooden 
Rivas. The introduction of those boats continues to grow every 
year thanks to his early efforts. 

Another of Dode’s passions was time spent at the  
Bohemian Club and Grove. He also enjoyed time at the  
Claremont County Club, were he recently would play  
dominoes four days a week. Through life he served on  
numerous boards where he could always be counted on for 
sound business advice. His most recent as a trustee for  
Mountain View Cemetery.  

Dode was loved by all who met him. He was a great con-
versationalist and had a wonderful sense of humor. Always and 
optimist, He lived a long and wonderful life and will be missed 
by all who met him. 

Dode’s favorite boat, GIOVANNI –  It’s a 1975 Cantiere Cucchini built Venetian ‘motor launch.  Purchased in 1982 during a trip to Italy.   
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“In 1976 we set out to buy a classic boat at Sierra Boat Co.  
 Somehow… we ended up buying the whole company.” 

George G. Hall, December 2012 

He invited me into his Orinda home in 2016 and shared 
his 90 some years of family and boating stories with me.  And 
with due respect, George (Dode) Hall agreed to also let me 
share some of his special memories with his classic boating 
friends and customers alike.  He is a 1983 founding member of 
our Northern California / Lake Tahoe Antique & Classic  
Boating Society Chapter and together with his Sierra Boat 
Company family, he has played a major part in regional and 
national classic boating’s growth and enjoyment over the past 
40 years.  

He’s also the guy who went to Italy, put his money 
down, and started importing the classic Riva boats into North 
America in the 1980’s.  He’s the gentleman who for 20 years 
opened his company doors and marina to the Concours  
d’Elegance in the past, and in September 2016, welcomed our 
ACBS International Show into his facilities.  Today his  
company is still the caretaker of the largest “collection” of 
classic boats stored (some 250 wooden boats) on his Carnelian 
Bay, Lake Tahoe California property, more than anywhere in 
the country.  Please join in with your fellow ACBS friends in 
honoring the man - George G. Hall, and his Sierra Boat  
Company’s family classic boating story. 

REMEMBERING GEORGE G. HALL, 1924 ~ 2020 
By Wayne Mooers 

Herb, Barbara, Betty & George G. Hall, November 2012                      

“We put together a 16 foot Chris Craft Kit boat in our garage in 
1955. “ 

ACBS International Meeting and Boat Show 2016, was held at 
Lake Tahoe, the Sierra  Boat Company harbor was the venue 
for the show. 

Dode Hall played a big role in bringing Rivas to Lake Tahoe. 
At the 2012 TYC Concours d’Elegance the Sierra Boat Co. 
harbor was filled with Rivas, the Mark Class. 

“I can remember my youthful excitement of building my first 
kayak with my dad in our garage when I was about 12. Many 
of us remember a like story - about Dads and garages, and 
some tools to mess around with. “ 
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As Dan and I have experienced this new way of life, we have been quarantined at Lake Tahoe. Our 
means of entertainment is a nice boat ride on the water. It has been fun to have people ask us, what kind of a 
boat are you driving? Where did it come from? How old is it?  We love the lines of the boat. What kind of 
engine does it have in it? 

Dan and I decided to practice the answers to the most asked questions. Much to our surprise the interest 
just keeps coming. We answer with the boat was built in Martinez in 1975.  Does that mean it is an antique 
boat like the wooden boats? We say,  it is a classic boat.  

We say it is an original Tahoe boat called a Dan Arena Custom 21XL Dan has fun showing the people 
the Ford 460 cubic inch V8 engine with the original velvet drive and V drive to power the boat. Usually  
starting up the engine so they can hear it roar. 

Next question is how does it ride on the Tahoe water? Dan says It has a Deep V Hull which provides a 
very smooth ride in all water conditions. 

 The truth of this story is that so many people love to see our wooden boats and now the Arena fiberglass 
boat can join in the fun with the rest of the Classic boats.  We are so glad that we can share our Fiberglass 
boat with other people and join all our boating friends on our boating days. 

Not All Vintage Boats are Wooden Boats 
By Barbara Foster 
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by Ellen Swensen 
 
They say cats have nine lives. Well, we saved nine cat 

lives during the spring “shelter in place” directive. 
Living in the Palm Springs area, Bob and I always have a 

stream of guests coming and going. But when all shut down, 
our guests had to cancel. 

I knew several women who rescue cats and learned there 
is a huge need for fostering adoptable kitties until they can find 
forever homes. Many pets are euthanized when shelters get 
crowded and foster homes provide a life-saving service. With a 
spare guest room and lots of time on my hands, I offered to 
care for a cute homeless Siamese,  
Samantha, until she was adopted. She had 
been living on the street for months and 
just needed some healthy food and a  
loving lap. Samantha was soon adopted. 

Next came Freddy, a massive black 
and white tuxedo cat. I had previously 
trapped and neutered him as a feral and 
he had “adopted” some neighbors while 
living outside on handouts. We fostered 
Freddy and almost kept him, but the  
perfect home came along, and he now 
lives nearby with a lovely woman. 

Beautiful black and 
white Mia and her 
matching two kittens 
were the next challenge. 
She was semi-feral, 
meaning she would not 
let me handle the kittens 
without drawing blood! 
But she nursed them 
well and I did not have 
to do any bottle feeding, 
which is sometimes 
every three hours around 
the clock. Mia went to a 

feral sanctuary and her 
two adorable kittens 
found good homes. 

Finally, I took in 
Lily and her three  
kittens, Axel, Scooter 
and Annie. When they 
were weaned, the  
kittens got fixed and 
placed. A recently  
widowed lady took Lily and now the two are inseparable.  

Bob and I survived it all and only ended up with our own 
two cats! Fostering kept me busy so I could not wallow in the 
boredom and worry of the shutdown. It was so fulfilling to 
watch these skinny, stressed animals become healthy, happy 
and … loved. 

Freddy 

Mia 

Mia’s kitten 

Lily’s Scooter and Annie 

Lily 
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With the seemingly endless pandemic continuing, we had 
no choice but to cancel the official ACBS Delta Cruise. Our 
usual Woodie Whoopie potluck and catered buffet could too 
easily turn into a “super spreader” event. Despite our  
disappointment about this, a few of us decided to go to the Delta 
on our own. We figured that it would be easy to maintain social 
distancing while boating since we would be in separate boats 
after all!  

For Sandy and I it was an easy choice since we store our 
Chris Craft at the Delta Boat Storage facility. So, the boat was 
already there, and we had our cabin reserved as usual, all we 
had to do was show up with some food. We arrived late 
Wednesday afternoon and met up with Gene and Sue Dangel. 
They brought their Rayson Craft race boat which had just had 
its motor rebuilt, they were itching to have some real fast fun.  

More people showed up on Thursday and still more on 
Friday. There were no organized events involved, we just sort 

of got in our 
boats and set 
off some-
where. Thurs-
day everyone 
seemed to go 
in random 
directions 
starting at 
random times, 
waving to 
each other if 
we crossed 
paths. Friday 

everyone met up in Walnut Grove, more by herd instinct than 
any plan, of course the ice cream shop is a nearly irresistible 
attraction too.  

From Walnut Grove we decided that it would be fun to 
follow the Sacramento River back past Rio Vista and up the San 
Joaquin River to the Mokelumne Rive back to B&W. Gene is 
familiar with the route and agreed to make sure we made the 
turn up Three Mile Slough to cut over from the Sacramento to 
the San Joaquin. All went well, we had a lovely cruise down the 
Sacramento, Gene held back on the throttle to maintain the Race 
boat at Chris Craft speed and made sure everyone made the turn 
up Three Mile Slough. But then he couldn’t hold back anymore 
and took off, leaving us in his wake.  

When we reached the San Joaquin, I was puzzled when 
everyone in front of us was heading down stream instead of up 
stream back toward B&W. Sandy checked her GPS on her 
phone to make sure I didn’t just have my head on backwards. 
We headed up stream, falling in behind a giant freighter heading 
to Stockton. Sandy soon got a call from Laurie Gurries asking if 
we were sure we were going the right way. “Yes”, she replied 
“if you want to go back to B&W.” I think they would have  
figured this out on their own before they reach the Farallon’s, 
but I like to think that maybe we saved them some gas anyway. 

Once everyone was pointed in the right direction, things 

went smoothly. We got past the freighter without incident, but 
then I heard a big “whomp” under my boat and a rather  
unpleasant vibration ensued. A bent prop no doubt. I could still 
limp along at a much-reduced speed, and we were now close to 
B&W. Unfortunately, I didn’t have a spare prop since I was 
already using my spare prop,  

having destroyed 
my original prop 
on the  
Sacramento a 
few years ago in 
a similar  
incident. I was 
planning to  
replace it, really, 
I just hadn’t  
gotten around to 
it yet. 

Back at B&W we 
found that a couple of 
glasses of wine served 
to relieve the stress of 
the bent prop incident. 
Since we didn’t have a 
working boat anymore, 
Dan Arena offered us a 
ride in his Arena Craft, 
the one with a gold metal flake finish that I hadn’t seen before. 
We zoomed out,  and found Neil Gapoff water skiing along the 
Mokelumne. It was nice to sit back and enjoy Dan’s boat, an 
experience I would have missed if I didn’t bend my prop.  

We really miss all our ACBS events this year, but we 
can’t risk our usual big gatherings yet. This informal small 
gathering was a welcome way to enjoy some boating and  

socializing at a  
distance. We just 
have to find  
creative ways to 
enjoy boating while 
staying safe. 
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   December 31, 1943 ~ October 13, 2020 
 

“Heroes get remembered, legends never die”. 
Our beloved husband, father, and grandfather 

 
A very gentle & generous ACBS Member. 

Owner, Boatique Winery & Classic Boat Collection 
 Bob’s complete boating story forthcoming. 
 

Madi send her regards, and looks forward  
to boating with you in the days ahead.  She invites you to visit 

their  “Sweet Robert Mount” family video along with 
Bob’s personal obituary at the below links: 

 
Video:  https://youtu.be/CrHj-FOpyHg 

Obituary:  Google / Robert Mount Obituary 
 

Join in with all your classic boating friends in  
thanking and honoring our friend Robert A. Mount. 

 
Presented by Wayne Mooers, November 2020 

 
     

            
   

                         E I G H T   B E L L S 

 A  “new” 1987 Italian water taxi on the Delta, 2017.   Mooers photo  
 

 
Robert A. Mount 

Boatique Winery Opening, Family Smiles, July 2015,  
     mooers photo 

First Boatique Winery Event,  Wood & Glory, June 2015   
     mooers photo. 

Bob maneuvering Madeleine at Wood & Glory 2016 
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For Sale 
1960 Chris Craft 17 ft Ski Boat.  
With Chevy 283 engine for sale.  $16,500 OBO.  
Contact Layne 408-234-7613 or Skip145@comcast.net 

Please contact the editor at  
lee.chase@comcast.net  
to place or remove a Trading Dock ad. 

For Sale 
1938 Chris Craft 21 ft Sportsman. 
This wonderful 1938, 21’ Chris-Craft Sportsman, Hull #35372, is 
60% newly restored from top to bottom. Please go to        
 https://acbs-tahoe.org/advert/1938-22-chris-craft-sportsman/   
for rest of the story and photos in order to check the boat out and 
truly appreciate her full potential. She is a STEAL, at $6K. 
Down from $8,500. West System bottom. Boat is in a bare wood 
condition. Call Curtis Bauman @ 707-217-1119, or  
cbwoodboat@sbcglobal 

For Sale 
1958 Chris Craft 17ft runabout “Kris Craft”  
hull#D-17-2220 completely restored to original with less than 5 
hours on rebuilt Hercules KFL,5200 bottom .award winner Ta-
hoe 2018 and bass lake2018.I am asking $18500 .Mike Williams 
9163667515or mswilla@sbcglobal.net  

For Sale 
1959 Chris Craft Sea Skiff, 22 foot open utility. Powered 
by a 350 cubic inch 220HP Crusader V8.  Lapstrake construction 
built to handle rough water, with a mahogany interior and engine 
box.  Also features a cabin with bunks for two below decks.   
Includes cover, Bimini top and custom trailer.  
Asking price $22,000.Contact Randy Christopher at 
raiderrr@comcast.net for more information  

For Sale 
1966 RIVA JR. 18 ft Hull number 74,.283 V8 All matching 
numbers.  Custom trailer w/Plate RIVA JR . $25,500 00  
1931 WECCO ( Western Cooperage Co. ) WESTERN  
CLIPPER 19 ft. 2 cockpit 2 windshield . First year Chrysler 
Crown Marine engine born to the boat . All original wood . Port 
Hartford yellow ceder bottom + sides . African Mahogany Deck , 
tongue + grove , all original to the boat . Runs and looks great . 
The only survivor of this Lake Union WA. manufacture 
$135,000.00 . 
Contact Roy Dryer –roy@roydryer.com or 916-801-6915 

For Sale 
1936 Mullins Sea Eagle “STEELER”. Made of 20 gauge 
pressed steel.  Length15 ft 9 in. Powered with original 4-cylinder 
58-hp Lycoming. The bottom has longitudinal corrugations, for 
speed, strength and stability. The frame and stringers are Oak. 
Sea Eagles are equipped with five chambers, bow, port, star-
board, two in the stern. advertised as “non-sinkable”. Restored in 
2013.  Steeler has been featured in Classic Boating snd has won 
several awards. Includes a custom trailer and cover.  $22,000.   
Located in Walnut Creek, California. Contact Ron Wolfman – 
ron@rwnoel.com or 925-254-6443. 

For Sale 
Belotti Riva Plywood, 2 solid 5 x10 and I inlaid 4 x10,  
for details and pix please inquire to Bob Robertson  
Drobertson530@comcast.net 530-264-6443 
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