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In this issue we
have another
installment of the
Dan Arena story.
I find the story
fascinating and I
hope you do too.

Valerie Good
shares the story
of Mai Tai which
has been in her
family for 50
years. Their are
not many around like that.

We are always looking for an interesting story so if you have a
story, long or short, send it in, please, and we will publish it
for the rest of the members to enjoy.

Speaking of stories, Bass Lake has just finished and we will
have more about that in the next issue. The weather was nice
for the show but we were surprised to find an inch of snow on
the ground Sunday morning! What a week end!

We have some great events coming up, we can’t predict the
weather but we can guarantee that we will have fun. Our event
committees have done a great job organizing our events.
Things run so smoothly during the events that you forget how
hard the event organizers worked to make it look so easy. Take
advantage of their hard work by signing up for the events, you
won’t regret it.

It’s official!
The Chapters 2011 event season started with our annual
Spring Fling event.

If you weren’t there, you missed out on a great event.
Unlike some previous Spring Flings when it rained or
snowed, the weather was clear and bright. The
weekend planned by Jackie and Paul Mehus and Jane
Bane kicked off on Friday evening with a social and
dinner at a Mexican restaurant in Placerville.  The event
continued Saturday morning with a car tour of the
countryside ending at a local winery, followed by a
catered lunch at Paul and Jackie’s Triple Creek Ranch.
After lunch, Paul treated us to a viewing of his current
and future restoration projects and then the group
continued the car tour to another local winery and a
fabulous nursery. Saturday evening was a special treat
with dinner and line dancing at the Sequoia Hotel,
which was built in 1853. The weekend concluded with a
tour of a mine on Sunday morning.  All in all, you
couldn’t have asked for more.

By the time you read this, the first in the water event,
Bass Lake, will be history. If you missed Bass Lake,
there will still be time to sign up for Wood and Glory,
the South Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic and the Delta
Cruise. In addition, there are a number of Woodie
Whoopies - the first of which will be held on June 10,
2011 at Mc Kinney Shores.

Speaking of events, the South Tahoe Wooden Boat
Classic offers two new features this year.  The first new
feature is new judging classes for modified boats and
outboard powered boats. The modified boat class will
allow well-restored boats with non-original
components to be judged in a separate category. This
class is unique to our Chapter and is designed to better
embrace all of our classic boaters. The second new
feature for the 2011 show is a Saturday night party at
the Pope Estate. You won’t want to miss this event.  It’s
sure to be reminiscent of the great Gatsby era.

Our in the water events this year will be outstanding.
With the heavy rain and snow fall we have had this
winter, the water level at both Lake Tahoe and Clear
Lake is at levels not seen in recent years. Don’t miss out
on a sure to be outstanding 2011 ACBS year.

President’s Message
J��ed H�i�

Waiting for Spring

L�e �n� S�n�y Cha�e

The calendar says spring is here
But the weather didn’t hear

All this rain
Is really a pain

Boating in the sun
Is way more fun!



Western WoodPage 4

is coming soon and that
means it is time for our
frequent Friday night
Woodie Whoopie gatherings
at Tahoe.  These events are
held at some of the most
beautiful spots on the Lake.
The first one (Tex-Mex) is June
10th at the McKinney Home
Owners Association’s
beach/picnic area just south
of Obexer’s in Homewood, on
the west shore.  All ACBS
members and their friends are
invited to attend these low
key events.

We start about 5:30-6PM and adjourn at about dusk.  BYOB and bring a pot luck dish to share.  We encourage you to
purchase some raffle tickets during the evening as the funds allow us to purchase charcoal, ice and other supplies.  We
purchase gift certificates and wine for the raffle and some wine and other items are donated to give the raffle some

variety.  Donations are always appreciated.

Each gathering has a theme.  Not essential, but
you are encouraged to match your pot luck dish
to the theme and dress accordingly.

The Club trailer with our tables,
BBQs and supplies will be at all of these
events.  You will need to bring some chairs.

Woodie Whoopies

These events are held at some of
the most beautiful spots on the Lake

Contact:
Eric Tolkien    Rich Fisher
775 762 2242   c. 925 525 5428
     rich.fisher34@yahoo.com
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                                                         By John Lahti
NOW THAT THE BOATING SEASON IS UPON US, HERE ARE A FEW TIPS THAT COULD MAKE
YOUR FIRST OUTING (AND SUBSEQUENT ONES) “INCIDENT FREE”.

1. Check batteries or replace.  If batteries are more than two years old they should
be replaced, especially with 6 volt systems.  A dead battery can make for a long
day!!!!!

2. Change your fuel filter.  These things are replaceable for a reason.
3. Check fuel lines.  The new fuels are especially hard on anything made of rubber.  If you

smell gas you probably have a leak, fuel fumes are a signal that needs IMMEDIATE
ATTENTION.

4. Check water hoses for signs of wear or loose connections.  These parts do not last forever.
Also, two years is about the life for water pump rubber impellors
5. Check the date on your fire extinguishers.  The latest recommendation is for us
to have a minimum of two aboard at all times.
6. Remember, it is code to have life jackets (that fit) for every person
on board your vessel.

7. In addition to the above, it is equally as important to be aware of your
surroundings, your gauges, and the sounds and smell of your engine.

8. Lastly, please keep in mind that alcohol and boating can be a dangerous
combination. You can be sited for a DUI when operating a boat.

Safety––Safety–-Safety
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We sell shirts, caps, books and miscellaneous items as a fund raiser for the
chapter.  It is our chance to sell items that help us identify with the sport that we love
and generate a bit of revenue from non members.  It is also a chance for you to
participate in the philosophy of “many hands make light work for all”.  We need your
help at the South Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic on July 29th and 30th to set up, sell and
dismantle the “store”.  Two or three hours of your time would be greatly appreciated.

Mary Lahti will be helping us by coordinating the volunteers for the work at the store.  Please contact Mary (mtfins@ltol.com)
or Rich (rich.fisher34@yahoo.com or 925 945 8036) to offer your assistance.

This might be the only “store” activity at a Tahoe show this year.  As of late April it is questionable if there will be space
available to us at the Concours.  We are still hopeful that something can be worked out as our wonderful volunteers have always
enjoyed the camaraderie and success of our efforts.  If we do set up a “store” we will need set up, selling and dismantling assistance
similar to what we have done in the past.

The best way for you to be able to help us is to volunteer for a block of time to help the TYCF as a ticket taker, dock worker or
other task.  Helping them will give you a pass to see the show and be available to help us if/when we need it.  Contact Les Schwoob
(lschwoob@sbcglobal.net or 530 583 8938) to assist them.

SIGN UP YOUR BOAT NOW!
NOW IS THE TIME to sign up your boat for the South Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic!  This year’s ACBS Chapter’s

only judged boat show is right around the corner on July 29th – 30th with the Chapter Picnic on July 31st.
We’ll be at Tahoe Keys Marina & Yacht Club with some favorite events and some terrific new ones.  Friday night

the popular  on the lawn event at the Fresh Ketch for heavy hors d’oeuvres and libations returns.  Dessert and coffee
will be served in the sponsor tent area afterwards where we can linger and visit as the warm summer evening closes our
first boat show day.

Saturday night we have a new event “dinner at the Pope Estate”. Take advantage of this rare privilege to dine at an
old Tahoe estate which is on the US National Register of Historical Places. Increase your fun by dressing up  in your best
imitation of the Roaring ‘20’s at Lake Tahoe and slip back into the time when the George A. Pope family purchased and
enjoyed their lakeside estate they called “The Vatican”.  The 30’ SeaLyon that the Pope family had built and delivered to
Lake Tahoe is currently owned by the Tahoe Maritime Museum and is our poster boat.  It will be at the show for the
weekend.  Member Roy Dryer III captured the image of “White Smoke” in a beautiful painting that is on this year’s
poster.

We’ll have the Hagerty Jr. Judges again so if you have a junior judge in your family, please contact Jeff Peterson to
sign up.  And, we’ll have another kit boat on display at the show.  This one is being built by a Tahoe City Boy Scout
troop with guidance from John Lahti.

A big addition this year is a visit from Norm and Jim Wangard of Classic Boating magazine.  It’s been some time
since the Wangards have been to Lake Tahoe and this is your chance to have your boat photographed and perhaps
featured in their magazine or on their calendar.  Norm and Jim will be photographing during the show on Friday
afternoon and on Saturday and will join us at our events.  The photo shoot will take place early Sunday morning before
we parade to Sugar Pine Point for our Annual ACBS Picnic and Awards
ceremony.  Signups for the photo shoot will be taken on Saturday during the
show.   Don’t miss this opportunity. SIGN UP YOUR BOAT NOW so you
can have your boat in Classic Boating magazine.

SOUTH TAHOE WOODEN BOAT CLASSIC

Ship’s Store

COMPLETE INFORMATION
and registration / sign-up sheets
for the South Tahoe Wood Boat
Classic are available on the
chapter website
www.acbs-tahoe.org
or contact Boat Entry
Coordinator Dave Lyon at the
e-mail address or phone number,
next page.
For lodging information go to
www.tahoewoodenboats.com
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The 4th Annual ACBS South Tahoe Classic wood boat show will be a judged event, with all entrants having the option of
their boat being evaluated by national ACBS standards on either a ”Preserved” or a “Restored” basis.

First, second, and third place trophies will be awarded in the following categories:
·  Runabouts  both pre and postwar
·  Utilities – both pre and postwar
·  Race boats
·  Launches
·  Rivas
·  Sedans, hardtops and cruisers
·  Open Class – to include youth entries, outboards, etc…
·  Contemporary Classics
·  RePowered Classics

In addition, PERPETUAL TROPHIES will be awarded for the following:
·  Best of Show Restored
·  Best of Show Preserved
·  Best Garwood of Show
·  Best Chris Craft of Show
·  Best Century of Show
·  Best Riva of Show
·  Best Contemporary Classic
·  Best Repowered Classic

Judging of boats is not the primary function of the ACBS, but it does create an incentive to restore and maintain wood
boats to a high degree of quality. The 2-track judging system allows us to recognize those boats that have been lovingly
preserved in original condition.

The recognition bestowed on judged boats is important to professional and non-professional restores alike, and  it is our
intention that the South Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic be a relaxed and FUN TIME for everyone !

In addition to the Class and Perpetual Awards, ALL boats entered will be eligible for the following subjective trophies:
·  Farthest Traveled           Oldest Boat
·  People’s Choice             Most Elegant
·  Ladies Choice                Most Original
·  Skipper’s Choice            Best Owner Restored

Traditional Chapter awards will also be presented at the show this year, including “Kid’s Choice”, the “Family Spirit”
Award, PLUS,   the highly coveted “Richard Barter Most Crusty Old Tahoe Boater” Award !   What is THAT all about ?
Come to the show and find out !

TROPHY SPONSORSHIPS are still
available! If you, your business, or yourself or
a group of friends would like to sponsor one
of the remaining special trophies for this
show, contact Trophy Committee Chairman
Dave Lyon at Westboat1@sbcglobal.net
or at 831-596-4239

A trophy sponsorship is a wonderful way to
get involved with this great LAKE TAHOE
wood boat show?
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                                          KIT BOAT PROGRAM
                                                  John Lahti
      In the 1950’s Chris Craft began manufacturing a low cost
alternative to mahogany runabouts, they were called kit boats.

The kit was composed of plywood, lots of screws and seam
compound, they were offered in lengths from 8 to 31 feet.  They were
designed so  a father and son could build them in a
garage or small shop.  Our club obtained one of
these kits, a 14’ model, called a Zephyr as a result of
hosting the 2006 International ACBS Annual
Meeting.

      After several years of being in storage, this past
winter construction became a reality.  With the aid of
restorer Chris Ford and Boy Scout Troop 266 of
North Tahoe this 14 footer is nearing completion.  A
big thank you to Herb Hall and Pat Bagan of Sierra
Boat Company for the donation of the deck material.
We were also able to secure  a period correct 1958
Johnson 18 horsepower outboard motor from Eric
Gunderson, a restorer in Nevada City.

     It is our objective to display the completed boat at
The South Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic event in late
July.  As part of our philanthropy  mission we will be
offering it for sale at that time.
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MAI TAI – UTILITY - Valerie Good of
Auburn, CA still has her family’s 1961,
17' Utility Chris Craft with a Chris Craft
185 HP engine  named Mai Tai.
Commodore Howard Good and his
wife Jane purchased Mai Tai from Fred
Mein at the Tahoe boat Co. in 1961 for
their children, Valerie, Tony, David and
Stuart.  Dad flew to the Chris Craft
Factory, requesting the options of a
yellow bottom and alligator interior

sides.  She participated in many of the
Tahoe Yacht Club’s summer events of the sixties.  The boat has always quietly
motored Lake Tahoe and still maintains the original upholstery, instruments,
hardware, hull, decks and sides. After younger brother Stuart’s untimely death in
1971, Howard and Jane left the lake, retiring Mai Tai to their ranch in Sonoma Ca.
where she was stored in a snug berth in an 1864 historic wooden barn.  In 1981,
Valerie’s oldest son Bruce asked Grandpa if the boat couldn’t “please” return to
Lake Tahoe and the torch was passed.  They towed it to Obexers Boat Co. where

she was lovingly attended by “bossman” Jimmy Lane.  She was entered in the Concours d’Élégance in 1981 and much to
Valerie’s surprise was awarded a 3rd place trophy!  She repeated entrance in the succeeding years and was retired in 2001
after winning a 1st place!  The coats of varnish are applied over original brightwork.  A fiberglass bottom was added by
Steve Thomas in 2005.  Mai Tai is an exceptional example of how a classic can be preserved.  She is happily back on “her”
Lake Tahoe for the 2011 ACBS South Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic.
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1937 Pontiac

Spring
Fli ng

Sandy Chase’s
toenails matched
Paul&Jackie Mehus’
1956 Chevy Nomad

Jackie Mehus and Jane Bane

Robert and Madeleine Mount

Alfa Romeo

Jack and Marlys Greenhalgh

Kelly Bane

Paul Borgwardt

Connie Ely

Gail  and Jim Robello

Bonnie and Ralph Wallen
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Bob Bush
Tom Grossman

John Schei

Suzanne Smith Bob and Sally Mullarky

Jackie and Paul Mehus

Jane Bane
Gordon Davis

Rich Fisher

Nancy Bartolemei

Shauna Triano
Cheryl Caplan

Jim and Gail Robello

Ted Jenny
Sue Dangle
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May 13-15 20th Annual Bass Lake Rendezvous
Ducey’s on the Lake, Bass Lake

Joel Castro  209-599-7310
Arnie Schweer  559-291-3198

June 3 – 5 Wood & Glory XII
Soda Bay, Clear Lake

Jim Robello  707-278-0233
Ralph Wallen  707-279-2686

June 10 Woodie Whoopie – “Tex Mex”
McKinney Shores, Homewood, Lake Tahoe

Rich Fisher
925-945-8036

July 8 Woodie Whoopie – “Italian”
( Homeowners Area) Rubicon Bay, Lake Tahoe

Rich Fisher
925-945-8036

July 22 Woodie Whoopie – “Caribbean”
Olympic Beach, Tahoe City, Lake Tahoe

Rich Fisher
925-945-8036

July 29 & 30 South Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic
Tahoe Keys Marina, South Lake Tahoe

Steve Caplan
cell:  408-981-6996

July 31 ACBS Annual Picnic & STWBC Show Awards
Sugar Pine Point State Park, Tahoma, Lake Tahoe

Steve Caplan
cell:  408-981-6996

Aug 5 Woodie Whoopie – “Irish”  Bernie and Carol
Atkinson’s,Carnelian Bay, Lake Tahoe

Rich Fisher
925-945-8036

Aug 12-13 38th Annual TYCF Concours d’Elegance***
Presented by Tahoe Yacht Club Foundation Inc.
Sierra Boat Co., Carnelian Bay, Lake Tahoe

Danny Pavel
530-581-4700 X103

Aug 12-13 Ships Store
TYCF Concours d’Elegance
Sierra Boat Co., Carnelian Bay, Lake Tahoe

Rich Fisher   925-945-8036

August 26 Woodie Whoopie – “Clam Bake”
Turner’s “Playtime”, Homewood, Lake Tahoe

Rich Fisher
925-945-8036

August 27 Board Meeting
Location TBD

Jared Hein
707-278-0233

Sept 10 Woodie Whoopie - Clear Lake
Location TBD

Jim Robello  707-278-0233
Ralph Wallen 707-279-2686

Sept 21-24 36th ACBS International Meeting
& 10th Annual Boat Show
The Abbey Resort, Lake Geneva, WI

ACBS – Clayton, NY
e-mailmail:hqs@acbs.org

Sept 30
Oct 1 – 2

Delta Cruise
B & W Resort
964 Brannan Island Road & Highway 12 – Isleton, CA

Preston & Joy Smith
916-434-6322

Oct  8-9 Restoration Workshop
Auburn, CA

Vince Zalutka

Nov TBD Chapter Annual Meeting
SF Peninsula

Jared Hein
415-543-6900
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Our 13th annual gathering is shaping up to be another outstanding ACBS event.  The primary location of the event is Soda Bay (a
throwback to the 1950’s).  Ferndale Resort, Belle Haven, and the Soda Bay Inn are sold out.  The Edgewater Resort, Rancho De La
Fuente, Konocti Vista, and Zino’s Inn have rooms/cabins (and RV spaces) available.

For those in town early, there will be an informal gathering between 4:00 and 7:00 p.m. at the home of Jack & Judy McManus in
Clearlake Thursday evening.  This is a “no-host” gathering.   Come by boat or car.

The Grand Opening event begins Friday evening with a
Woodie Whoopee where John & Mary Lahti welcome us to
their beautiful lakefront home near Buckingham point.  This
year’s theme is Polynesian (sandals, shorts, aloha shirts,
flower leis, and all). You may come by boat, car, seaplane,
amphibious vehicle, or … (still no trains allowed).  Bring
your favorite main dish to cook on the ACBS barbecue
and a dish to share.  We will supplement that with salad,
garlic bread and liquid refreshments (wine courtesy of
Wildhurst Vineyards).  The Lake County Sea Scouts will
once again be there to assist us as needed.  Another of our
favorite member/sponsors, Bob Maher (Maherajah Water
Skis and Custom Wood Tops), will be there to kick off
our Sea Scouts benefit raffle. Don’t miss this great
opportunity to make new friends and renew old
friendships while we kick off the summer boating season.

On Saturday, there will be a short skippers’ meeting and
then we’ll take an easy 20 minute cruise to Lakeport for
music, lunch, car, and boat shows.  Those coming from
Konocti, Buckingham, and other more distant locations
should leave a little early to join up with the main group in
Soda Bay, while others from Corinthian Bay and Konocti
Vista can join us on route to Lakeport.  At Library Park we
will not only be greeted by live music from the Gazebo
and another outstanding lunch catered by Lakeview Market
but there will be 150-250 classic cars on display in the
annual Lakeport Roundup Classic car show and a classic
powerboat display by the California Speedboat
Association.   Enjoy lunch, enjoy the music, enjoy the
boats, enjoy the cars, enjoy the company, and enjoy an
afternoon cruise home.

There’s something special up for Saturday night’s dinner.  Watercolor Restaurant is again catering our Awards’ dinner aboard the
Clear Lake Queen.   In order to serve as many people as possible, food will be served buffet style and the Queen will remain in port
(with great views).  Chef Rosemary Martin (a.k.a. Rosey) is preparing an authentic Hawaiian dinner complete with Kalua pork and
marinated chicken.  As anyone who attended past years dinners will confirm, Watercolor Restaurant serves a great dinner.  Seating
is limited, so make your reservations early.

On Sunday we’ll wrap up the weekend with a picnic cruise to one of Clear Lake’s private islands.  The island picnic is a highlight
event of the weekend.  We’ll picnic on the lower lawn under the grand old trees with David Neft providing easy listening music for
us.  We’ll have to anchor off, so be sure to bring you anchor with chain and line.  This is sure to be an experience for the memory
banks.

Entry forms are available at www.acbs-tahoe.org or contact either Jim Robello (707) 278-0233 or Ralph Wallen (707) 279-2686.

“A Gathering of Antique and Classic Boats”
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The move to Detroit to work and race for millionaire, Herbert Mendelson, and his association with general motors had put Dan in
the big leagues.  He was now associated with the Motor City and this would continue for two decades of his life. At the end of
Dan’s very successful 1940 racing season with the new “Notre Dame”, he was truly “on top of the world”, but there was an
interruption….War!

The rumbles of war and America’s potential involvement were on everyone’s
mind as people watched the aggression of Germany in Europe.  As a result, the
Gold Cup Racing Class came to a standstill.  Later, with gasoline rationing, the
APBA suspended all boat racing for the duration of the war.  Hence, Dan packed
up the “Notre Dame” with its mighty 24-cylinder Dusenberg and towed it back
to the warehouse where it was originally built.  This storage facility was an old
auto repair shop on the Chilton River in Algonac, Michigan owned by the Dodge
family.  As Dan locked the door on his prized creation he had no idea that it
would be close to seven years before he would return for the craft.

With money in his pocket, but out of work, he headed home to Oakland and his family and friends.  At this
point he knew, in his heart and soul that he would build boats the rest of his life - which he did.

Armed with his recent Naval Architecture degree from West Lawn College in New Jersey, and coupled with his national exposure
as a race boat celebrity, he was determined to court and marry his boyhood neighbor and school friend, socialite Peggy McGowan.
They were wed in 194l near Lake Merritt in Oakland.

As Dan returned from Detroit to settle down, his brother Gene graduated from high school and married his sweetheart, Barbara
Johnson.  Gene had continued sailing and racing his sailboat on Lake Merritt for the two years Dan was in Detroit.  Gene was also
very interested in flying and even enjoyed meeting Amelia Erhart and Charles Lindberg at the Oakland airport as a young boy.  His
mother, Harriet, was instrumental in arranging both of these meetings.

America had entered World War II by the end of 1941, and life changed for everyone.  By mid 1942 both men were married and
members of the armed forces.  Dan joined the army as a lieutenant in the Transport Ship Division in New York, and Gene enlisted
in the Army Air Corps where he became a flight officer and went on to train other pilots before they shipped out to the war fronts.

With the surrender of Germany and the European Theatre winding down, the Arena brothers were each offered an early discharge.
Both accepted.  Dan wanted to build a new three point race boat, and Gene wanted to get an early application in for the airlines.
So, in 1945 there were three generations living in the Arena family home with me being the third generation at just one year old. A
total of seven people and two dogs made their home together.  We all survived, and soon established a normal, busy lifestyle.

Dan had made connections with some of his old racing friends, and he rented some space in a shop on University Avenue in
Berkeley where he began designing and building “Golden Gate III”.  Gene and Barb were helping Grandpa Dan in the winery for
Grandpa was determined that at least one of his sons would continue in the wine industry just as he had taken it over from his
father.  This was how it was done in the Old Italian family.  So between working in the winery office and interviewing for the
airlines, Gene enrolled at U.C. Davis to study Viticulture.

Dan’s new “Golden Gate III” was slower to take shape than he anticipated so he began to
draw in both his brother Gene, and his father to lend a hand at the shop.  Gene’s knowledge
and experience with the powerful war bird engines was a constant topic of conversation
between the brothers.

When the APBA met during the fall of 1945 to once again open the Gold Cup Class they
also banned any restrictions on the race boat’s engine.  Hence, Gene pushed for the 12
cylinder 1,710 C.I. Allison aircraft engine.  These engines had been used in both the P-38
and the P-51 airplanes during WW II, and could be converted to a water cooling system.
After many frustrating attempts to find one of these Allison engines at airfield junkyards, one

Part II
Detroit, MI

By Dan Arena

1926 Duesenberg Engine
12 Cylinders, 622 Cubic

Inches, 96 ValvesDan & Gene Arena
Notre Dame, 1947

Dan Arena and his Father Dan Sr.
Construction of Golden Gate III
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family.  As Dan locked the door on his prized creation he had no idea that it

was located in Burbank, California.  An Air Force officer had a brand new, shiny, black P-38,
#3082 for sale.  It had only 14 hours of flying time logged.  It was worth $535,000 according to the
government.  However, the officer would sell it to Dan’s father for only $1,250, and in addition, he
would arrange to have it flown to the Oakland Airport where they (Dan, Gene, and their father)
would take possession of it the next day. After driving all night from Burbank to Oakland they met
their newly purchased plane at the Oakland Airport. From there the hired pilot ferried the plane to
the Concord Airport where he did a skillful job of landing the plane. There the engines were
removed.

During the next months, the brothers worked around the clock to complete the “Golden Gate III”.  Gene was drawn into Dan’s
dream, and when Dan asked him to race with him as his mechanic he resigned from TWA and never flew again.

Another helper, Danny Foster, who was an old friend of Dan’s arrived back in town in mid July of 1946.  He had just returned from
India and received his discharge papers from the service. Foster immediately became active in the final wiring and testing phase of
the craft. Incidentally, Foster also had a one-year old son named Danny who I would meet 60 years later and become close friends.
Our mutual enjoyment came from getting our two fathers together and listening to their stories of the old days of racing. In
addition, our friendship has grown closer because of our association with ACBS.

August 1946 arrived and the boat had still not been in the water.  So it was time to load it on a trailer and test it at the Oakland
Estuary.  After one short run at fast idle speed she was pulled out for a quick check.  Then, while putting her back in the water for a
high speed run, the front cable broke and the boat dropped onto the dock smashing the nose of the bow.

As Dan’s and Gene’s shock turned to despair, they were able to get the boat back onto the trailer and return home for a sleepless
night with their dreams of Detroit’s Gold Cup Race fading. They sat at the breakfast table in silence the next morning at 5:00 a.m.
when Gene mumbled to Dan (or to himself?)  “We will replace the whole bow, but instead of using oak paneling, we could make a
shoe of metal and slip it over the damaged bow making a fast fit of a false bow to protect and hide the damage.”

They jumped into action, grabbing pencils and paper to design and make patterns.  The
call for help went out to Foster and friends and they all worked for two hectic days to get
the yellow boat back in shape with its new welded nose piece (cutwater) painted red.
Then the three, Dan, Gene, and Foster, crammed into the small cab of the truck and “hit
the road” for Detroit with the repaired boat on the trailer behind them.  They drove both
day and night to arrive in Michigan in time for the race.

The guys did make it to Detroit with the boat, but not without incident.  She was 26’
long, weighed 4,200 pounds, and was 10’ wide requiring special permits in most states.
Dan didn’t have the needed permits for every state they passed through so back roads and avoiding the police and narrow bridges
became the game plan.  The sponson on the right side of the boat was damaged when Foster was forced off the road by a farmer
driving a fully loaded hay truck.  Later, the left sponson was damaged when it bumped the Iowa Mississippi River Bridge.

They arrived late at the race course in Detroit where other boats had been testing for days.
They lost even more precious time repairing the damage that had been done to “Golden Gate
III” coming across the country.  Compounding matters was the rough water that didn’t allow
Dan to get any real speed.  However, when the crew fired the Allison engine the crowd
gathered around; it was as though they knew that they were witnessing history.

Dan and Gene stepped into the cockpit of their hydroplane on race day, September 2, 1946 to a
boat that was virtually an untested creation.  During the first heat Dan “took it easy” getting the
feel of the boat, and he stayed in second place behind Guy Lombardo.  At the end of the tenth
lap in that heat, Gene noticed oil in the bottom of the boat.  A repair was done to the cracked

oil line and they began the second heat.  As Dan Arena was becoming more comfortable with handling the craft he started pushing
it.  By the seventh lap there was a lot of oil around their feet, and Dan slowed to second place again.  A fellow competitor, Al
Fallon, helped the Arena crew make a new stainless steel oil spray bar for the final heat.

Dan hit the starting line as the gun fired for the third heat and made the decision “to go for broke”, and see how his “Golden Gate
III” would really perform.  It was almost immediately that oil again began filling the bottom of the craft yet Dan pushed on for nine
consecutive laps.  He set new lap speed records reaching 78 MPH.  The pilot of the spotter airplane estimated that they achieved
speeds of 120 MPH on the straight away.  The plane was unable to keep up with the boat.  Spectators were on their feel this whole
time as they witnessed a new era in boat racing with the first Allison powered three point unlimited hydroplane trying to prop-ride,
which it did sporadically.  The tendency was there as the prop rose up halfway throwing a rooster tail of water 50 feet behind the
boat.

P-38 Night Fighter
Buchanan Field, Concord, CA

The Road to Detroit
Golden Gate III

Dan & Gene Arena
Golden Gate III, 1946 Gold Cup
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The start of the last heat and just 2 ½ miles from victory brought disaster.  The mighty Allison engine gave up when a piston
pushed through the side of the block.  The moans and the “Oh no’s!” could be heard throughout the stands.  Guy Lombardo’s boat,
“Tempo”, crossed the finish line to win first place.

Later, in an interview Dan shared the fact that the Allison had run the last three laps of the second heat and the last eight laps of the
third heat with no oil.  What a testament to the “good old Allison” and the positive reputation it had earned during the War.  In
racing circles, Dan’s “Golden Gate III” was compared to Gar Woods “Miss America VII” which, as a brand new boat, won the
Harmsworth in record time with the varnish still wet in 1928.

With Dan’s wife, Peggy, pregnant and ready to deliver and his other
commitments he decided to sell “Golden Gate III” to Al Fallon who renamed
it “Miss Great Lakes”; Danny Foster stayed with the boat.  The two replaced
the engine and repaired the oil bar.  It won the President’s Cup Race in
Washington D.C. three weeks later with Danny Foster driving all three heats.
The boat flipped shortly after while going for the world’s straight away speed
record.  Miraculously, no one was hurt, but it took the winter months to
repair the damage.  The “Miss Great Lakes” completed four more seasons
winning every major Cup Race.  Danny Foster continued his outstanding
racing career and still lives in Detroit today at the age of 93.

The two brothers, Dan and Gene, returned to Oakland with the satisfaction of what they had accomplished with “Golden Gate III”.
Dan took a short break while he and his wife welcomed their son, Christopher, into the family.  He also did some work for Lou
Fagell in his company’s marine division where they began promoting a new 7 liter racing class using Fagell engines.  Meanwhile,
Gene continued working for his father in the wine industry, and finished his degree in viticulture at U. C. Davis.

Herb Mendelson called Dan in the spring of 1947 because he wanted to reactivate the Notre Dame for the full racing circuit.
Mendelson wanted to continue powering the craft with the Dusenberg engine and have Dan behind the wheel.  Gene agreed to be
the riding mechanic, so once again the brothers were on their way to Detroit.

The boat was still a beauty, but the seven years of storage on the river front had distorted the bottom enough that it didn’t run as
smooth as it had during the 1940 season.  Nonetheless, it was a top contender throughout the season winning the Silver Cup on the
Detroit River. The race at Far-Rock-A-Way Beach in New Jersey that season proved to be quite a testimony to the durability of
Dan’s hulls.  The only two boats to finish the race were the “Notre Dame” and the “Miss Great Lakes”; both of which, Dan
designed and built.  The water was so rough that Gene sat with his arm around Dan’s life jacket during the final heat to hold him in
his seat.  When they climbed out of the cockpit they were rubbed raw, they were bruised, and they were blistered on their backs, but
they were smiling. At this point in his career Dan was convinced that the future of the sport was the three point hydro design with
the powerful WW II engines.
The “Notre Dame” continued to race for many years under different ownerships.  Eventually, Dan and Gene lengthened the boat an
additional four feet and repowered it with an Allison engine for Joe Schoenith.  The hull was stored next to a scrap pile and was
burned by mistake in the late 50’s.

The 1926 Dusenberg engine did survive the years.  It was Horace Dodge who contracted the Dusenberg brothers to design and
build the two 400 HP engines (with extra parts) for what was considered a staggering $25,000.
However, it never won a Gold Cup Race.  Today this engine and an exact replica of the Notre
Dame, based on Dan’s original drawings and daily log book are under construction in San
Carlos, California.

Dan and Gene were hired during the following season in 1948 by the flamboyant bread
company owner, Jack Schafer.  He wanted the brothers to install an Allison engine in his new
Ventor hull and he wanted Dan to drive the boat with Gene as his racing mechanic.  Schafer
had won his first boat, ”Hot Potato”, in a poker game the year before.  The new Ventor built
craft, called “Such Crust”, was the outstanding boat that season winning three major races
including the President’s Cup on the Potomac River where Dan set three worlds’ competition
records. This boat was also on the winning team for the defense of the International
Harmsworth Race.  Dan finished the racing season as the national high point champion with Gene in the cockpit by his side.

Dan designed and built another boat for Jack Schafer in 1949 named “Such Crust II”.  It was constructed in Algonac, Michigan,
just down the road from where the “Notre Dame” had been built ten years earlier.  The completion of the second “Such Crust” put
Gene in the driver’s seat racing against his brother, Dan.  Each drove a “Such Crust”, and the 1949 season was a great one for the
Arena brothers.  Dan set a new worlds’ record in the straight away of 127 MPH.  This broke Gar Wood’s 1932 record in “Miss
America X” by 3 MPH.

Miss Great Lakes II, 1952

Dan & Gene ArenaSuch Crust I, 1948
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A notable mishap occurred that season when “Such Crust” was on the crane over the water.  It
was waiting to be lowered into the water to make another attempt to increase its speed record on
the straight away.  Gene was standing on the deck when the crane came loose pulling part of the
building with it and landing on the boat and pushing him into the water.  Luckily, Gene was
unhurt, and in time the boat was able to be repaired.

The two brothers were on top of the world with their racing success, but Dan felt the drive to
achieve more.  He envisioned a shop of his own where he would settle down and build boats.  He
went on to purchase some property in Mt. Clemens, Michigan along the shore of the Chilton
River, and with some financial assistance from his father he began building the Dan Arena Company Yacht Service and Anchorage.

Dan and Gene continued to race while construction on Dan’s new business moved ahead.  Gene was becoming as comfortable in
the driver’s seat of a hydroplane as he had been in the cockpit flying airplanes during the War.  Then tragedy struck!  Just days after
Gene had won a new car with his second place in the 100 mile Harmsworth Marathon, Dad became ill.  Mother was eight months
pregnant with my sister, and I was very ill.

Gene’s suffering became more and more intense with muscle cramping and loss of muscle control.  The doctors feared the worst.
Polio was rampant, and on August 10, 1949, at the age of 28, Gene was officially diagnosed with the disease. Luckily, no one else
in the family contracted it.  Gene was placed in an iron lung with little ability over controlled movement.  He had use of his right
wrist and he could move his head from side to side.  His wife was also hospitalized and isolated to protect her and her unborn
daughter.  The following month my family welcomed my healthy sister into the family.

Dad’s road to recovery was a long one filled with kindness and caring.  He was in the hospital
for almost a year, and received outstanding care from both the Sister Kennedy Foundation and
the March of Dimes.  His popularity as a sports figure, mostly on the coat tails of his brother,
Dan, kept him in the public eye.

Newspaper and radio stations reported on his slow recovery. This led to a series of radio
interviews praising his care and promoting the March of Dimes.  The “Detroit News”, gifted

him with a new specially equipped automobile to drive in acknowledgement of his recovery and service.

Dan’s new shop was open and busy in 1950 while Gene was recovering.  The first unlimited built there was the “Gail” with a
fiberglass cowling.  And later, “Miss Great Lakes II” was produced.

Dan’s business extended beyond building only “Unlimited” class boats. It included a number of smaller one-design classes from the
135’s to the 7-liters.  He also designed and built commercial and pleasure boats such as the 31’, twin engine, high speed, Detroit
Police Patrol boat and a special shallow jet utility boat for the Detroit fire department.

Dan and his father purchased approximately 45 new Allison engines from the government for $200 each making it less expensive to
replace an Allison than repair it.  Ownership of these engines led to work repowering and thus lengthening crafts for other boat
owners.  One of the more prominent examples is “Tempo VI” owned by Guy Lombardo.

Dan completed what would become his fastest and best handling unlimited, the “Miss U.S.”, in 1953.  He designed, built, and
drove the craft for his friend, George Simons.  At the same time, Gene built a 7-liter that he named the “Flying Crutch”.  It was a
scaled down replica of Dan’s “Miss U.S.”.  Gene planned to race the smaller version

Dan stopped driving the unlimited race boats in 1954 when the dangers of piloting them and the pressure from his family became
intense. He went on to put an illustration of a 20’ single cockpit racing runabout (pleasure boat) in the National Boating Magazine.
The ad ran for several months creating so much interest that Dan had a hard time getting any of his work completed.  The building
of his last unlimited, the huge twin engine “Miss Wayne” was taking place.

Dan Arena’s company was taking a new direction.  His experience with fiberglass and his “new craft” would soon change the
boating industry.

Such Crust I After Crane
Collapse 1949

The Dan Arena Co. Shop
Mt. Clemens, MI, 1950

Dan Arena Co.
Storage Yard, 1953

Dan Arena testing the Detroit
Police Patrol Boat, 1952

Dan & Gene Arena
Starting up Miss US,
1953

The Author! Little Danny Arena,
Age 5, 1949

7 Liter Flying Crutch
Mt. Clemens, Shop, 1953
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1954 � 33  Chris Craft Capitan
Cruiser �

Twin LM-318 225 HP V-8� s.  Sleeps 6,
Fridge, Stove, Microwave, A/C, Lectrasan
Head, AM/FM/CD, VHF, 6.5 KW Genset.
Needs Varnish.  $17,000.  (808) 652-9402 or
Leutz@inreach.com

1938 Chris Craft 17’ Deluxe
Runabout

Model  #816,   Hull #71319
Pattern boat – needs total restoration.  Has most
of its hardware and instruments.  Includes a
K-95 engine to restore and a trailer.   Also
includes documentation and plans from the
Mariner’s Museum.
$1,950 or OBO
Call Kent at 208 882-9943, or
wickkent@yahoo.com

Welcome New
Members
Greg and Carolyn Dwight
804 Sonoma Avenue
Petaluma, CA 94952

Ralph and Bonnie Wallen
Membership Chairmen

mailto:Leutz@inreach.com
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