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Western Wood is published quarterly – Winter, Spring, 
Summer, and Fall for mailing to over 600 members of 
our Northern California / Lake Tahoe Chapter.  Your 
advertising dollar takes your business to the center of 
the select Northern California classic boating community 
and activities. 
 2016 Rates:  Color 
 Business Card  4 times $250 
 (2 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $75 
 Quarter Page  4 times $500 
 (4 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $150 
 Half Page   4 times $800 
 (4 1/2 x 71/2”)  1 time $250 
 Full Page  4 times $1600 
 (9 1/2 x 7 1/2”)  1 time $500 
 
Inquire To: Lee Chase or Bob Mullarkey 
  westernwood@acbs-tahoe.org    

At our Annual Membership Meeting in November, the ACBS 
NC/LT membership elected the 2017 slate of Officers and  
Directors as follows: 

OFFICERS  
President:     Layne Davis 
1st VP:      Robert Gaestel 
2nd VP:     Don Leutz 
3rd VP:     Virginia Gompertz 
Secretary:   Jane Bane 
Treasurer:   Jared Hein 
DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
Immediate Past President:  Debra Dobbins 
Editors, Western Wood:   Lee and Sandy Chase 
Director of Information Services:  Sandy Chase 
Director of Advertising:   Virginia Lukkes 
Director of Philanthropy:   Steve Caplan 

 

Class of 2018 Directors  
Heidi Kashyap 
Joel Castro 
Annie Hill 
Dave Lyon 
Class of 2019 Directors  
Miles Kashyap 
Pat Butler  
Bill Means 
Gordon Kirkland 

Class of 2020 Directors 
Lew Dobbins 
Barbara Foster  
Doug Reed 
Doug Shone 

Orders can be placed with Barbara Foster by e-mail: 
barbara4acbs@gmail.com  
or call 925-989-3626 
Spell your name as you want it on the badge and say what 
kind of a clip you want magnet or pin.  
Thanks Barbara 

 Spring Fling—Save the dates! 
 April 6, 7 & 8 
 Cambria, CA 

 
More Information Coming on: 
 Bass Lake 
 Wood & Glory 
 New Event “Maybe” 
 Woodie Whoopies 
 Lake Shasta Rendez Vous 
 Delta Cruise 
 Annual Meeting 
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WESTERN WOOD is the Quarterly newsletter of the 

Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter, of The Antique and 
Classic Boat Society, Inc. and is published for the benefit of 

Chapter members.  Publication dates are... 
 May-Spring  Deadline: April 15 

 August-Summer  Deadline: July 15 

 November-Fall  Deadline: October 15 
 February-Winter  Deadline: January 15 

The newsletter is available on our website: www.acbs-tahoe.org 
Questions, articles for publication, advertisements and letters to 

the editor, etc. should be sent to... 

westernwood@acbs-tahoe.org 
lee.chase@comcast.net 
sandy-chase@comcast.net  

 
 
I’ve encountered a winter storage problem that I never expected, 
rats! Rats, not the expletive but the critters. The problem starts 
with an Oak tree on my neighbor’s property that spreads acorns 
(aka rat food) all around my garage. The rats come to feast and 
then search for shelter in my cars engine compartments and way 
too close to my boat, not yet in it. We had to switch cars at the 
annual meeting because a rat was living in the Jaguar, making a 
fine nest out of the insulation. My first reaction was that I needed 
to buy some rat poison and get rid of them quick.  
 
Well, not so quick. I discovered that rats lobbied the California 
legislature and were able to get all rat poison banned from the 
state. This is terrific for rats, but leaves us nearly defenseless 
against the destructive critters. Now, you can buy packages of 
substances at the hardware store that claim to kill rats, but on 
closer reading you will find that they are only mildly unpleasant 
to the rats or even nontoxic, no kidding!  

 
So, poison is out. I have now tried several other options. I have 
installed ultrasonic transducers in all my cars, in the garage and 
up in the attic. Rats are supposed to hate the noise and people 
can’t hear it. I think these gadgets may help a little, but Ratty, 
the rat that sleeps on my truck engine, has gotten used to it. I 
had to step up my attack. 
 
There are several types of rat traps on the market. None have 
worked so far. First, there is the classic wooden Victor trap. 
Ratty has licked the peanut butter off the trigger without setting 
off the trap and he has stolen the cheese, setting off the trap, 
but not getting caught. Next, I tried sticky traps, essentially a 
tray of glue that is supposed to work like the La Brea tar pits. It 
doesn’t. I did catch a lot of Ratty’s hair, but he got away. He 
now avoids all sticky traps, even though I covered the engine 
with them. Finally, I tried a high-tech trap that has a high  
voltage that will electrocute any rat that goes for the bait.  
However, I can’t get Ratty to go for the bait.  
 
I’m now researching my next move. The University of Califor-
nia Agriculture Dept. published an article that points out that 
rats avoid new objects and food. The recommended strategy is 
to set out an array of Victor traps with bait, but don’t set the 
traps. Let the rat get used to eating the bait from the traps for a 
few days, then set the trap. I’ll let you know if that works! 

We want to wish everyone a very happy Holiday 
season, with good cheer for  all. 

!!!Flash !!! 
Ratty died today. Or maybe yesterday. I can’t be sure. He was 
lured into a Victor trap with a fresh slice of apple securely tied 
to the trigger mechanism. He died instantly. He didn’t suffer. 
His remains are being shipped to Guadalupe Land Fill which 
will be his final resting place, among his peers.  
RIP Ratty!     (Apologies to Camus) 
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The World Series has just ended and what an  
incredible battle between great athletes it was!  The 
dedication and concentration of their skills was  
phenomenal.  Coaches leading the players along, with 
their decades of knowledge and insight, into this 
uniquely American Sport was superb.  A few of these 
athletes become our heroes because of these skills.  
Some of us may have been or possibly still are athletes 
and really understand what it takes to stay in the 
game. 

There have been many times I have watched boat  
owners achieve incredible acts of balance and finesse 
as they maneuver, sometimes large historic and classic 
boats, into a slip or alongside another boat with grace 
and ease.  At times, just getting from the dock onto 
the boat can be quite the challenge during high winds 
and heaving waters tossing the boat about.  Anchoring 
a boat, all by itself, is a feat of balance, talent and 
luck.  I greatly admire these hearty souls! 

There are all kinds of folks that deserve  
admiration.  There are people in this very club that can 
be admired for their sublime talents, diligence and  
support of our many chapter functions.  They have 
taken care of us in so many ways.  Sometimes for a few 
moments and sometimes for years.  Usually they carry 
on seamlessly, making the job look easy.   

I am, of course, talking about the members that 
chair all of the events that the club puts on each and 
every year.  The web page master, keeping it fresh.  
The publishers of Western Wood and the authors of 
its articles.  The treasury’s diligent monitoring of our 
funds, responsibility and future.  The Woodie 
Whoopies ever changing venues and fun!  So, it is all of 
those people and their willing volunteers that continue 
to step up to the plate. 

These are the heroes of the Northern California / 
Lake Tahoe Chapter of ACBS!  It has been my privilege 
and honor to participate and work with all these heroes 
of our club this past year. 

Thank you, 

 
We had a wonderful set of four Woodie Whoopies 
at Tahoe this Summer.  Thanks to all those that 
attended and special thanks to Mary Jo 
Shephard, Don & Diane Sloat, Bernie and Carol 
Atkinson and to Kay Turner for the use of their 
homes and facilities.  Record attendance at 
Olympic HOA beach (38) and at Atkinson's (118) 
and very good attendance at the others.  From 
the proceeds we are buying two additional tables, 
donating funds to the ACBS Philanthrophy fund 
and to Thunderbird Lodge. 
 
We had some nice donations to go along with our 
purchases and enthusiastic participation in the 
raffles. 
 
Our schedule is not yet firm for next Summer but 
we anticipate 4 or 5 events starting around the 
third Saturday in June.  Join us if you can. 
 
Rich Fisher 
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New Members:  
Please join me in welcoming our newest Members to 
the Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter of 
ACBS: 
 
Don & Mary Lou Savage – Fremont, CA 
Oliver Roux – United Kingdom 
Kim Stearns & Gehren Thelen–Incline Village, NV 
Abe & Lori Kazimierek – Granite Bay, CA 
Kenneth & Bonnie Benson – Orangevale, CA 
 

Current Membership :  
Currently, we have 486 active members and 88 Lapsed  
Members. Between now and the first part of next year, the bulk 
of ACBS memberships come up for renewal. Please encourage 
your fellow members to renew their memberships. When you 
receive your membership renewal notice, please take the  
opportunity to renew on the ACBS Website, www.acbs.org, or 
give me a call at 916-681-4751 or email me at 
leutz@inreach.com and I will help you with the renewal  
process.  You can also go on the ACBS website to determine 
when your membership comes up for renewal, in case you wish 
to renew early.  Please be sure to renew your memberships on a 
timely basis.  You do not want to miss out on any of our many 
upcoming family oriented fun activities planned for this year. 
 
Board Approves Membership Budget:  
The NC/LT Chapter recently had its Board Meeting at the Delta 
Cruise event.  I am delighted to report that the Board approved a 
Membership Budget for the first time.  The Budget will allow 
the Membership Committee to purchase a pop-up style tent 
which can be used at various events as a Membership Booth.  
Also, included in the Budget are funds for Membership  
Marketing materials and small giveaway items which will be 
used as an incentive to get potential new members to join 
ACBS.  The Membership Budget will be integrated into the 
2018 ACBS NC/LT Chapter Budget. 
 

Concours Membership Booth:  
Speaking of Membership, we set up at booth at the Lake  
Tahoe Concours D’Elegance at Obexer’s Marina.  The booth 
was a success as several new memberships and one youth 
membership was received at the show.  Many others promised 
to join in the near future.  At the Booth, we gave away copies 
of Western Wood and The Rudder Magazines, as well as 
highlighted the various ACBS activities.  The Booth also  
offered a gathering place for ACBS Members to gather and 
share good conversation and meet other members. All in all, 
the Booth was a success! 
 
 

By Don Leutz,  
Membership Chair 

Gift Memberships:  
As we move into the Holiday season, why not consider giving 
the gift of an ACBS Membership to a family member or friend?  
The affordable “Youth Membership” might be just be perfect to 
get a son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, niece or nephew, 
etc. involved with ACBS.  I am confident that if we can get 
more youth involved, they will be hooked on a lifetime hobby 
of Antique and Classic Boating.      
 
Remember, there is no requirement to own a boat of any kind to 
join the Chapter.  ACBS is a casual, friendly organization with 
many different events throughout the year which are fun with or 
without a boat.  And, many Chapter members welcome an op-
portunity to give a new member a ride in a classic boat.  
 
As a member, you will receive a Membership Directory, in your 
choice of printed format or online.  You will also receive not 
only the official magazine of the Antique and Classic Boat So-
ciety, “The RUDDER”, but our own “WESTERN WOOD” 
Magazine published by our local chapter.  In these publications, 
you will find event calendars, articles regarding Classic Boating 
and history, photos of boat shows and other events, antique and 
classic boats for sale, as well as many other interesting articles, 
plus discounts on various goods and services from ACBS  
supporters. Members also have access to our local Chapter 
Website at www.acbs-tahoe.org as well as the ACBS Interna-
tional Website at www.acbs.org for additional information and 
photos. 
 

Membership Dues:  
Regular Membership:  $75.00 
($50.00 for ACBS International, plus $25.00 for Northern Cali-
fornia/Lake Tahoe Chapter) 
 
Youth Memberships – for Youth under age 21:  $20.00 
($15.00 for ACBS International, plus $5.00 for our local NC/LT 
Chapter) 
 
For additional information on Membership and application, 
check out local Chapter Website at www.acbs-tahoe.org or con-
tact me at 916-681-4751 or leutz@inreach.com. 
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Wow, September already!   Shasta was beckoning.  Yep, 
time for a big lake!  365 miles of shoreline for us to explore.  And 
explore we did.  The weekend started off at the home of Laurie 
and Rick Gurries, just south of Lakehead.  That is getting really 
close to the north end of navigable waters on the Sacramento 
River branch of Lake Shasta.  Our event was centered around 
their home and also Tsasdi Resort, only a couple minutes north of 
the Gurries’.  Tsasdi’s has the dock for all of our boats and some 
really cool cabins too, a nice place to stay and play. 

Scott and Julie run the resort and are fun people.  Twenty 
cabins on twenty acres, some with different themes.  They have a 
pool and all the amenities!  If you can’t seem to have enough fun 
there, they opened up a bar in Lakehead this year called Basshole 
Brews.  Now there’s a moniker for you! 

Many of our chapter events seems to gravitate around food, 
I would have thought it would be boats?  Nope, food and friends.  
Some 45 people were there for the weekend this year with only 
around 17 boats.  Yep, food and friends!  Rick & Laurie’s house 
is perfect for the crowd and the pot luck that goes on forever.  
They have a BIG deck over their garage and it was all decked out 
(sorry for the pun) with lights and music, tables and chairs, ready 
to meet and eat!  Laurie had it all organized ahead of time too, 
she had all the details of what people needed to bring to pull off 
the meals at their place. 

Setting up and getting ready for an event like this takes a lot 
of work.  But our chapter is a family in itself and many stepped in 
to help with all of the logistics.  Layne and Kelly Davis were 
there to assist with getting the place in shape for our rowdy mob!  
Jim and Gretchen Deichler brought a big BBQ and all the  
charcoal, fixin’s and tools.  The first night we all tried to burn the 
hair off of our arms as it was cook your own.  For the other 
nights, Jim out did himself with all that he cooked.  He didn’t 
have any hair left on his arms, what a hot fire!  It was decided 
then that Jim needed a custom right-handed steak tool.  He was 
awarded one at the Delta Run that he could use to turn over a 
roast from the neighbor’s house.  If anyone went hungry at Rick 
& Laurie’s place, they weren’t trying! 

We finally did get around to the boating part.  But that was 
only after a good hearty breakfast at the Gurries’ place again.  
The media had heard about the annual Shasta Rendezvous in  
previous years so Mike Mangas, news anchor from Redding TV 
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station KRCR, came out Friday morning to get the skinny on 
the wooden and classic boats.  He interviewed several of us and 
went for a ride with Layne in his U-22.  Mike got some good 
footage of our boats heading down river in a row.  The clip and 
interview was on every newscast all weekend.  Mike’s  
co-anchor, Allison Woods and her husband came out for a ride 
with us the next day just for fun.  They had lived in the area for 
3 years but had never been on Lake Shasta or ridden in a wood 
boat.  Scratch off 2 on their bucket list. 

The lake was flat Friday and as it was after high season, 
not too many boats to compete for the good water.  Our boats 
headed down stream to Bridge Bay, near the south end of the 
lake, a nice long run of about 12 miles.  Where were we headed 
you ask, a restaurant of course!  Yep, food again, but with ice 
cream this time!  As it was a touch early for our lunch seating, 
we headed up the McCloud River arm of the lake just to play 
and swim.  After lunch, with full bellies, off to play time out on 
the water with more swimming and boating.   

Saturday has the assemblage running to the dam, about 15 
miles, for a, now annual, group picture of all of 
the boats rafted together.  Redhawk had passen-
gers on the way to the dam, Allison Woods from 
KRCR and her husband. They had enjoyed the 
quiet ride in formation to the dam.  If you know 
Redhawk, she wants to get out of line and go run 
around away from the crowd as not to bother 
them with wakes.  Our passengers  
enjoyed some of the turns and playing!  Once at 
the dam, we learned that they needed to get back 
to go to work.  While the others swam at the dam, 
back up the lake we go at around 50 mph!  They 
commented that “THAT was a boat ride” and 
thanked us.  While we were gone, the others en-
joyed the water at the dam and the Sheriff’s boat 
telling the group that they had drifted to within 
the 1,000 foot limit of the dam face, time to 
leave!  Off to Jones Bar Marina, up the Pitt River 

branch, for a picnic lunch and more boating and swimming.  
Most all had flotation devices that were needed for the long 
swim time.  Those foam noodles take up little room in the boat 
but sure work well in the water.  Nobody wanted to get out of 
the water as it was just so…nice.  Joel and Wayne were taking 
people water skiing while everyone got thoroughly water 
logged.  What a great day! 

Our chapter really is a family.  We look out for one  
another and keep track of where the other boats are when out 
on a run.  This weekend proved the point.  Out of our 17 boats, 
five had problems of one sort or another, all various  
mechanical failures.  But there was always someone to help out 
or tow a boat into a safe harbor.  Even with the boat issues, 
everyone had a great time.  Lake Shasta is a fun lake to boat on. 
While Debra and I have been to Shasta before and always  
enjoyed, it was nothing like going with our chapter.  Thanks to 
Rick, Laurie and their crew for a fantastic 4 day weekend.  We 
are a family, we eat, drink and boat together.  And with perfect 
weather and ice cream, even better! 
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While growing up in Minnesota I always enjoyed our  
summers on Bay Lake along with an occasional outing on Lake 
Minnetonka.  Shortly after ACBS International announced that 
the 2017 ACBS show would be held in Wisconsin, Linda and I 
made the commitment to take Portofino to the Midwest. 

Although at first I thought towing a boat to the Minnesota 
and on to Wisconsin would be a breeze, I quickly learned that I 
was a bit too optimistic about my journey ahead.  Fortunately, I 
had the help of long-time friend Eric Therling who prepped the 
boat for transport and Portofino was all set for the long drive.  
Back in 2015, I pulled EMMA II back from Northern Minnesota 
after attending the International show and the drive only took me 
all of two days.  The journey this time was a bit more challeng-
ing, towing our 1969 27ft Riva Aquarama not only weighed a lot 
more but that extra length made the trip that much more  
daunting. 

After just shy of 
three full days of 
driving I arrived on 
Lake Minnetonka 
and was full of joy 
to be back home!  
Longtime ACBS 
member and friend 
Dave Bortner was 
standing by for my 
arrival to assist me 
with launching 

Portofino and to escort me over to a covered slip to house our 
Riva for a couple of days while we were visiting my cousin and 
his wife.  Linda was scheduled to fly in the same afternoon of my 
arrival on the lake and the timing was perfect. 

Early next morning, my cousin, his wife along with Linda 
and I spent the entire day boating on Lake Minnetonka exploring 
all her magical bays and seeing the magnificent homes on the 
lake.  As we were negotiating through a channel between two 
bays, a local sheriff inquired if my boat was registered (no decals 
present) my response, “yes sir”, he quickly responded “nice boat” 
welcome! 

Linda 
has learned 
over her 
many visits 
with me to 
Minnesota, 
the people 
there are 
truly “Minnesota Nice”.  We had such an amazing experience 
were ever we went on the lake.  We stopped over for lunch at 
Lord Fletchers where we were invited to have drinks with other 
wood boat owners who were out an about on the day.  One  
gentleman said, I have not seen that Riva on the lake before, he 
was rather disappointed 
when I told him as of 
tomorrow you won’t see 
it back again.  He did 
not realize we were all 
the way from Califor-
nia. 

The following day 
was a repeat of the  
previous day of boating, 
cruise around the lake, 
hit up another great 
place for lunch in  
Wayzata and more  
boating.  As the day was 
wrapping up we were 
sad to see the end of a 
glorious weekend but 
we needed to pull out 
for the next leg of our 
trip to Oshkosh Wisconsin. 

As we were driving from the Twin Cities to the far east 
side of Wisconsin we had countless vehicles passing us and 
giving many thumbs up.  Although we did not plan on dropping 
Portofino in for the second day of boating for the Pre-event, we 
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launched her in 
|Milwaukee and set up 
for a cocktail reception at 
the Milwaukee Yacht 
Club.  As a long-time 
advisor with Milwaukee 
based Northwestern 
|Mutual, we enjoyed  
having a couple dozens 
of our firm’s senior  
officers join us for an early evening at the club.  Of course, we 
fielded many questions about Portofino but our time together 
was a treat for us being able to share such a rare wood boat 
with so many friends. 

We tucked  
Portofino away 
for the evening 
with the help 
from the  
Milwaukee 
Yacht Clubs 
incredible  
support team.  
Although the 
weather was a 
tad chilly on the 
following day, at 

least the rain had moved on.  Our day began with departing 
from the marina and off we went for a quick photo shoot and 
up the Milwaukee River.  Linda and I picked up a couple 
friends from Milwaukee and set out for a great cruise up the 
river and an enjoyable lunch. 

`Later in the afternoon we pulled Portofino out and 
headed out for the short drive to Racine for the International 
show.  We were fortunate to arrive and launch the Riva before 
night fall.  However, even with a rather sea worthy craft, Lake 
Michigan was tossing us around a bit.  I had never experienced 
swells this large and so far apart but fortunately we could ne-
gotiate the short boat ride in to the marina. 

With an extra day prior to the show, we enjoyed getting 
Portofino all cleaned up to present to the judging team but 
more importantly to show her off to the hundreds of expected 
visitors from the area.  Friday and Saturday were just  

spectacular.  Coming from the west coast, Linda and I had a 
wonderful time meeting so many new people and many others 
that we have meet over the years from either the Tahoe shows 
or our other International shows. 

The local chapter that hosted the ACBS International 
show did a marvelous job with the various pre-events and in 
concert with International put on a fabulous boat show.  Just 
over 100 boats were on hand in Racine and every social event 
was a complete sell out.  Like other shows in the past, both 
Linda and I fielded so many questions regarding Portofino.  So 
many individuals not only complemented us on how beautiful 
she is but were even more impressed we drove such a long  
distance to participate in the show. 

After two great days on Lake Michigan and fabulous  
dinners each night with our new and old friends it was time to 
prep the Riva for the long journey home.  Unfortunately, both 
Friday and Saturday the waves from Lake Michigan were 
crashing over the break water and there was no opportunity to 
go boating. 
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By Layne Davis, Delta Cruise Chairman  
 

The Delta Cruise always ends our boating season with a 
great event and adventure on the 
winding Delta waterways.  Our 
weather this year was perfect, 
although a little breezy on  
Sunday.  The official event began 

on Friday night, but many  
members arrived early to 
partake in the Friday cruise 
to Giusti’s Restaurant for a 
great lunch and cruise. With 
docking a little shy at 
Giusti’s, other members 
were found around the  
corner at Wimpy’s  
Restaurant and Bar enjoying 

a pre-event lunch.  After lunch, most of us picked our own way 
back to B & W Resort to get ready for the Friday night Woodie 
Whoopie. By Friday night, all of B&W’s slips were getting 
filled up with our classic boats.  We had a record number of 
boats signed up,  54,  and 159 people registered for the event 
this year.   Candy at B&W had a difficult time finding enough 
slips for all the boats but we were 
able to manage. 

Old and new members alike 
began to file on to the levy, dropping 
their dish off at the food table, and 
checking in with Ronda Little at the 
registration table.  The evening was 
wonderful as we all sat overlooking the boats at the docks,  
enjoying the potluck BBQ and libations, conversing with old 
friends and making some new ones.  Thanks to Lew Dobbins for 
having our ACBS flags blowing in the breeze and all of his  

lanterns on the tables giving us a  
wonderful ambiance.  
Saturday morning got jump started 
with an outstanding breakfast on the 
levy, put on by Nikki Robertson, Joy 
Taylor and Laurie Gurries.  Tim  
Stapleton organized our poker run, 
and led the parade of boats through 

our cruise route and run.  The start was bumpy and rocky as 
usual but all the boats settled in and everyone actually stayed in 

a single file line for the most 
part.  This really made it nice 
for each boat to find and  
maneuver up to the “card 
boats” to retrieve their cards for 
their poker hand. Thank you 
again to Gene and Sue Dangel, 

Chuck Kelley and Barbara 
Walker for handing out the 
cards. 
This year we had plenty of 
docks, so we were able to side 
tie 45 boats at Grindstone Joe’s 
private island for our picnic 
lunch.   What a great sight to see 

friends gathering on the deck of the pavilion overlooking the 
docks filled with our boats. Other groups played games on the 
large lawn out back. Tim Stapleton tallied up the results of the 
poker run with Wayne and 
Susan Mooers having the best 
hand.  They took home the 
prize of a wine basket with two  
bottles of wine, nautical glasses 
and snacks. 

The fun continued back at 
B & W as we were preparing 
for the Saturday dinner. We 
had to bring down almost every 
table that B&W had to accommodate one of our largest dinner 
crowds.  All of the tables were beautifully decorated again this 
year by Ronda Little’s custom decorations.  Dinner was served 
and we were treated with a catered BBQ feast prepared by our 
own members Jim and Gretchen Deichler, Mel Deardorff, Katie 
Quinn and their kids, Sandy and Doug Rachel.   I received 
many compliments on the dinner and how well it was liked.  

The chicken and pork 
were delicious.  Thanks 
to the galley crew for all 
of their hard work and 
putting out a perfect 
dinner. 
After a good night sleep, 
we started all over 
again.  The wind had 

picked up and caused many peo-
ple to drive to the brunch.   
Several of us however made the 
short cruise down the Moke-
lumne River to plenty of docking 
at Moore’s Riverboat Restaurant 
for brunch.  We were greeted by 
a great Bloody Mary Bar and a 
well prepared staff.  We just 
can’t get enough of sitting on the 
deck with a great meal and 
friends over looking all of our 
beautiful boats.   

Some returned to B & W 
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afterwards to pull 
their boats, others 
continued on their 
venture home, while 
the rest of us contin-
ued on for our Sun-
day cruise. Eight 
boats this year set 
out behind “Makin’ 
Waves” captained by 
Gene Dangel.  It was fairly windy at first but we took the back 
sloughs up into the meadows where we were protected from 
the wind.   

We then headed through the cross channel locks and we 
headed down river to Walnut Grove, the home of the much 
needed “Mels Mocha and Ice Cream” parlor.  A short stop for 
ice cream and we were underway again. A cruise down Geor-

giana 
Slough 
brought us 
right back 
to B & W 
to finish 
off our 3 
hour tour. 
There was 
some talk 
of a boat 
having 
some  
trouble in 

the slough but I don’t think there is any photo evidence of me  
being towed. 

No one person puts on an event like this, and I really 
need to recognize and thank my committee for all of the help 
they gave me:  Ronda Little, Nikki Robertson, Laurie Gurries, 
Joy Taylor, Rick Gurries, Tim Stapleton, Gene Dangel, 
Gordon Kirkland, Renee Weigum, Joel Castro and Kelly 
Davis.  There were others that helped as well that weren’t on 
the committee, and like all of our events, their help was much 
appreciated.  If you’re interested in helping at any of our 
events, please offer up to the chairperson or a board member.  
I also want to thank all of you who attended Delta Cruise 2017 
and I hope to see you again next year at Delta Cruise 2018. 

The Delta Cruise is the last ACBS boating event of the 
season and what a beautiful way to spend a weekend and wrap 
up the season. 



Western Wood Page 12  

 

acbs-tahoe.org 

Wildfires have been devastating California this year. Because I 
experienced the Lake Wildwood fire evacuation, in the middle of 
the night, without any warning of the impending danger, I want  
others to know how they can easily get a text message about 
Public Safety/Emergency information.  
 
A key fact during a fire:  There is no electricity and no internet 
service.  So, unless you have a working land line phone, your 
cell phone is the only form of communication.  Power lines are 
most likely down during high winds because of falling trees and 
branches, or PG&E turns the power OFF so that Fire Fighters 
can avoid getting electrocuted.  If you're in an evacuation zone, 
all power is turned off.  
   
Since my phone was dead (didn't plug it in the night before), I 
jumped in my car to run over to our security station to find out 
what was going on. I initially woke up because of the sound of 
distant explosions.  "What were the stupid high winds knocking 
over now?" I asked myself.  Then saw an orange sky.  Thought it 
was a pretty sunrise and rolled over for more sleep.  Luckily, I 
woke up enough, my brain kicked into gear, and I realized the 
orange in the sky was a nearby wildfire over a ridge. 
  
Another key fact – you may not have a lot of time to warn your 
neighbors.  Develop a neighborhood watch program and 
“buddy system” where you call or knock on a few neighbor’s 
doors to make sure they are aware and are evacuating.   And, 
to see if they might need a ride out of harm’s way.  I found out 
the hard way that people don't come to the door very easily in the 
middle of the night.  I spent the next two hours banging on 20 
neighbor's doors waking them up.  I couldn't bare the thought of 
someone perishing because I didn't do anything.  Despite persis-
tent knocking, It took a LONG time for neighbors to come to the 
door.  99% had no clue there was a fire in the area and the winds 
were pushing the fire in our direction.   I wanted them to be 
awake so they could assess the situation and make a decision to 
stay or evacuate.   

  
Here are two Public Safety info websites to sign up for free 
Emergency Alerts: 
  
 "Nevada County Code Red" alert. You can get texts (good to 
do if power is out and no internet service – they send emails, 
but no internet service means no email) from the Nevada 
County Sheriff’s department..  If you’re not in this county, 
search for similar websites in your county:  go to this website 
on your browser:  https://www.mynevadacounty.com/1293/
CodeRED-Emergency-Alerts 
  
"Nixle.com" sends local public safety alerts to cell 
phones.  During the free registration online, type in your area 
code for local alerts.  You can enter other zip codes in case you 
want to get alerts about another area (your parents, or your 
kids, 2nd home) go to this website on your browser:  http://
www.nixle.com/  You can sign up online. Or, sign up by tex-
ting from your mobile phone a message containing your zip 
code to: 888777 
 
Other items to have “on standby: 
Back up battery pack so that you can charge your cell phones 
& lap tops as power can be out for days/weeks.  In my case, I 
didn't plug my phone in the night before only to wake up to an 
impending fire and a dead cell phone. Only added more stress 
to the situation especially because my husband was out of 
town.  I found my pack at Staples.  Office Depot or another 
retailer will have them too. 
 
Rechargeable Flashlight plugged in always.  This was my 
main source of BRIGHT light in the middle of the night.  It 
comes on automatically when not in the charging cradle or 
power is off.  My regular flashlight was not bright because the 
batteries were half dead as I had not checked them in a long 
time.  Have one for each person that lives in your home.  Or, 
keep one in main areas of home so that you can easily see at 
night:  bedroom, bathroom, kitchen or entryway. 
 
Your and Your pet’s bag:  food/water, meds, clothing, credit 
cards, cash, cat/dog carrier with leashes and feeding./med  in-
structions taped on top of carrier, important papers, important 
photos. 

By Virginia Gompertz 
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Safety First! –   
By Captain Don Leutz 

 
The Boating season is over for most boaters. Boats should be 
winterized so that make they through the winter in good shape 
and are ready to be outfitted and launched in the Spring/
Summer.  
 
The following are suggestions to winterize your boat.  Keep in 
mind that many of these tips depend upon what kind of boat you 
have and how it will be stored in the winter.  Whether the boat is 
stored inside or outside, how low the temperature gets in your 
area, etc. are all important things to remember and prepare for. 
 
When taking your boat out of the water for storage during the 
winter, be sure to clean the hull of marine growth, especially 
from props, shafts, rudders, struts, and trim tabs. Clean all 
through hull fittings and their strainers, if equipped.  All sea-
cocks should be opened to allow any water to drain.  The entire 
boat should be thoroughly cleaned, including the chrome. Touch 
up any damaged varnish or paintwork and check for any cracks.  
Fill any cracks or splits to reduce the potential for water intru-
sion and freezing that might make the cracks expand and widen. 
 
The most important part of winterization is servicing and  
winterizing the engine.  If you do not have your engine and/or 
boat professionally winterized by your marina, or mechanic, you 
will want to change the engine oil and oil filter as you don’t 
want the dirty oil stagnating in the engine.  “Fogging” the  
engine is also important.   
 
Your boat battery(ies) should be removed to a dry place and 
should be trickle charged throughout the winter or should be 
recharged at least once a month.   
 
The engine’s cooling system should be flushed and drained 
completely to avoid any damage from freezing temperatures.  If 
your boat has a closed cooling system, the proper amount of 
fresh antifreeze should be added according to the manufacturer’s 
recommendations. 
 
There appear to be two trains of thought 
regarding the fuel these days since most 
of the marina fuel in California has  
Ethanol in it. Some marinas like to put the 
boat away with a full tank of gas and  
others insist that the boat should be put 
away with a minimum of gas.  In both 

cases, it is a good idea to add an additive and/or stabilizer to 
the fuel to minimize condensation and maintain the fuel over 
the winter.  
 
There are many other winterizing precautions which depends 
upon the type and model of your engine.  You should always 
refer to the manufacturer’s guide or manual for the specific 
procedures to winterize your boat. 
 
Make sure the bilges are clean and dry before putting the boat 
away for the winter.  Clean up any oil spills and completely 
drain all water systems, such as fresh water tanks, heads and 
holding tanks. It is also a good idea to turn the cushions on 
edge to allow air to circulate around them, or better yet, re-
move them from the boat and store in a dry environment.  The 
same thing applies to life jackets, clothing, and sails.  You may 
want to use commercially available odor and moisture absorb-
ing products to help 
keep the boat dry and 
prevent mildew.   
 
One thing to keep in 
mind when winterizing 
your boat is to use a  
canvas cover that will 
allow air to circulate.  
The use of plastic shrink wrapping is not recommended for a 
cover, especially for classic wooden boats because it does not 
allow the boat to breathe and circulate the air which will lead 
to dry rot.  Breathable canvas will allow moisture to evaporate 
when it is dry and the canvas will tighten up when it is wet to 
become water repellent.  The cover should be tied down in 
some fashion so that it remains tight all winter, especially 
when stored outdoors.  A custom fitted cover with adequate 
venting is ideal.   
 
It is a good idea to visit your boat regularly during the winter 
to be sure all is well and that the cover is still intact.  Also, 
opening up the boat to inspect it will allow air to circulate even 
more. There is no substitute for ventilation! 
 
Finally, don’t forget to winterize your boat trailer.  Rinse and 
clean the trailer and touching up the paint will prevent rust.  
Don’t forget to flush the wheel bearings with fresh water and 
then grease with a marine grease.   
 
I have only touched upon a few of the important items  
necessary for winterization of your boat. Your boat may  
require other things that need to be done for proper  
winterization. Be sure to check your manufacturer’s manual or 
guidelines to be sure you are doing all you can to protect your 
boat during the winter.  Or, you can consult your marina or 
mechanic to be sure you are correctly winterizing your boat.  I 
would also recommend devising a checklist of winterizing  
procedures for your specific boat and use it before winter every 
year.  Come Springtime, your boat will return the care you 
have given it and give you a season of wonderful boating. 
 
See you on the Water!    
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Dirk Reed 
ACBS director class of 2012 
 
Dirk was a man that (in his words on a trip we took to Mexico a 
few years ago just driving down some dusty road he said grip-
ping his hands on the steering wheel, very excited) “I just Love 
life” I’ll always remember that 
 
And how true this was, about 10years ago when I knew Dirk for 
just a few years I thought to myself, this is the youngest 65 year 
old guy I know, always full of energy, ran circles around me, 
always wanted to do everything, a man of means he was that 
enabled him to do much more then most of us even think about. 
 
Dirk and I became good friends early on with our common  
interest of the wood boats, we also lived in the same Nevada 
City,  
 
Dirk and I were never equal in term of financial success but that 
didn’t matter to either one of us, we were just good old fashion 
“good friends” 
 
Our families would often get together on a hot summer late af-
ternoon day with other wood boaters in the area and go to either 
one of our local lakes and have “pot luck” dinners, we would all 
side tie , sometimes as many as 4 boats, we would swim, have 
some wine, and always lots of laughs.  

Dick Wallrich 
ACBS Member since 1984 
 
We said good-bye to a very special man, Richard (Dick) Wall-
rich. He touched very many lives as a Dermatologist in Santa 
Rosa. The west shore of Lake Tahoe was Dick's place to relax 
with his wife, Donna, and family. Both the Tahoe Yacht Club 
and the Antique & Classic Boat Society benefitted from his 
long and active membership. He joined ACBS in 1984, and 
was a regular at many events. Everyone remembers him fishing 
for trout in the early morning hours off the end of the Tahoe 
Tavern pier, where he shared the best bait secrets and fish sto-
ries. One of his greatest loves was the Whirlwind, his classic 
1948 mahogany Chris Craft runabout. His grandchildren will 
tell you that driving Granddaddy's boat was the thrill of a life-
time. The many friends he made at Tahoe will miss his smiling 
presence. In the words of a dear longtime friend, "Dick was the 
most thoughtful, generous man you will ever meet - who also 
made the best martinis. All our lives are richer for having 
known him. 
 

Bob Robertson 

Valerie Good 
ACBS director class of 2013 

ACBS lost a friend this November, 
Valerie Good of Auburn, Ca was an 
ACBS member since 1998 and a Direc-
tor in 2011. Boating was in Valerie’s 
blood, she inherited this from her fa-
ther, Howard Good.  Howard was ever 
present and active in Lake Tahoe in-
cluding being The Tahoe Yacht Club 

Commodore (67&68).  In 1961, for their children, Valerie, Tony, 
David and Stuart.  
 
Howard bought Mai Tai, a 17' Utility Blond deck, Chris Craft, 
from Fred Mein, owner of Tahoe Boat Co.  Valerie had many 
found memories of boating with this boat and so did her chil-
dren.  On Mai Tai’s 50th birthday Valerie and three sons, Bruce, 
Scott and Jonathan entered her boat in the South Tahoe Wooden 
Boat Classic.  Valerie and her boat have won “Most Original 
Tahoe Boat” and the "Having Too Much Fun" award!!!! Mai Tai 
always has FUN!!!  It was so wonderful to see her family there 
enjoying being together with their boat.  We haven’t seen Valerie 
in the last few years due to her health issues, prior to her passing, 
but will always remember her pure joy of sharing her boating 
experiences with her beloved boat and family.  You will be 
missed. 
 
Valerie blessed us all, and the Tahoe community, with a charm 
and wit nonpareil. 



 

Western Wood Page 15  

 

 

acbs-tahoe.org 

Reasons for wheel separation: 
 
1. Wheel separations most often happen a short time or 

distance after a wheel was installed. 
2. Wheel separations most often occur from fastening 

failures. 
3. A fastening failure is when the nuts on the ends of the 

studs unwind by themselves and fall off (typically on 
left-side wheels), or when the metal wheel studs 
break off (typically on right-side wheels). 

4. The physical cause is a loss of the clamping force 
produced by wheel nuts pulling on wheel studs to 
squeeze the wheel onto the vehicle. 

5. When clamping force is lost, the wheel wobbles 
which unwinds the nuts on the left side until they fall 
off. On the right side the wheel rotation keeps the 
nuts on, but the studs are stressed by the wobble until 
they break. 

6. A loss of clamping force can happen if wheels were 
not put on properly. The leading cause being that the 
correct torque to the wheel nuts was not applied. 

7. Even when the correct torque was applied, the clamp-
ing force can be lost because of metal deformation of 
new parts, wear, corrosion, or dirt in the wheel inter-
face. 

8. The remedy to the wrong or lost clamping force is to 
re-torque the wheel nuts several times about every 50 
to 100 miles after wheels have just been installed. 

In this hobby we search for and sometimes buy an old boat. 
When we do buy an old boat, we often find out that we are also 
the owner of an old trailer. That happened to me when I bought 
my 1964 Campbell last year. I found that I also owned a classic 
custom built trailer for the boat. The 
trailer is very solidly built, but it had 
totally rusted out wheel bearings and 
drum brakes that hadn’t functioned 
in decades and probably weren’t that 
great to begin with.  

To play it safe I took the trailer 
to our local trailer shop to have new 
bearings and brakes installed. After a 
day of searching they informed me that there were no parts  
available that would fit my trailer and the modifications that the 
trailer needed to accept modern parts would far exceed the cost 
of a new trailer. Undeterred I decided that I could modify the 
trailer myself, after all how hard could it be? 

After dismantling the trailer, I found that all the parts I 
needed were available on-line, no problem. The installation, 
however, was a major project that involved, among other things, 
sawing 1 ½ in. dia. holes through eight ½ inch thick steel plates 
to accommodate the stubs on the new spindles. Each hole was 
about a day’s work. Then I had to incorporate the help of a friend 
with excellent TIG welding skills to secure everything in place.  

After many weeks of work I finally had a trailer with new 
spindles, hubs, bearings, disc brakes, new wheels and tires. I was 
set to go, what could go wrong? I took the boat up to Tahoe with 
no problems. We enjoyed the boat all summer until the engine 
broke, but that’s another story.  

A funny thing happened on the trip back from Tahoe 
though; a wheel fell off just as I was approaching Delta Storage 
where I keep the boat. From the driver’s seat this event was 
hardly noticeable, except for the loud clunk that made me suspect 
something was amiss. I was able to limp into the storage space 
with one missing wheel since it was only a few hundred yards 
away.  

So what the #*&$ happened? I found that all five wheel 
studs broke off. While this is relatively easy to fix, it begs the 
question of why did they break? It turns out that academic studies 
of wheel separation have been published. The studies are detailed 
but main points are the following. 

Lee Chase 
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Treasures’ Report  
$  Jared Hein  $ 

 
Treasures’ Report 

The financial condition of our ACBS chapter continues to be 
excellent despite having to deal with some unforeseen expenses 
due to the cancelling of the South Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic. 
Many members are concerned about how the unplanned expenses 
affected our Chapter. This report details the financial results up to 
Sept 30 and hopefully eases any concerns about our finances. 

2017 financial results up to September 30 
As of September 30, 2017, the Chapter’s activity result in an  
excess of revenue over expenditures of approximately $7,800 
before considering the expense from cancellation of the 
(STWBC).  Before the STWC was cancelled we were fully  
committed to having the show and had already incurred expenses 
of approximately $16,800, with no show to generate revenue to 
offset it. However, this loss was mitigated by some generous 
members who contributed approximately $6,000 which decreased 
the deficit to approximately $10,800.  Combining the revenue of 
approximately $7,800 with the net expense from the STWBC of 
$10,800 results in net deficit for the nine months ended Septem-
ber 30, 2017 of approximately $2,600. 

Projection to year end  
Projecting out to the Chapters Year end, December 31, 2017, I 
anticipate additional membership revenue of $2,100 and  
additional expense of approximately $6,200 for the fourth quarter 
newsletter and the annual meeting which is being partially  
subsidized. These transactions will result in deficit of  
approximately $6,700 for the year ended December 31, 2017 
before considering investment 
revenue.  As of September 30, 
2017, investment revenue, realized 
and unrealized, is approximately 
$3,000 before making any year end 
grants. If the market continues to 
perform as it has, investment in-
come could exceed grants which 
would decrease the total year end 
deficit. 

The South Tahoe Wooden 
Boat Classic financial perform-
ance since inception 
The unfortunate and unexpected 
cancellation of the STWBC  
resulted in a financial loss for the 
chapter this year, but if you look at 
the results of the show over its 
entire life one can see that we did 
well financially. The table shows 
the revenues and expenditures for 
each year of the show. Over the 
life of the show, receipts were 
$927,198. Most of the receipts 
were from corporate sponsors and 
vendors 28.9%, the rest were from 
boat entry fees, 25.5%, ticket sales, 
24.7%, social event fees, 9.2%, 
trophy sponsors, 5.0%, beer vil-
lage, 3.5% and ships store profits, 
3.2%. Expenditures exceeded  

Financial History of South Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic

Contribution Excess/

to ACBS (Deficite)

 Endowment  Total Excess/ Inception

Year Revenue Show Expense Grants Given Fund Expenditure (deficit) to Date

2008 103,783.00 (70,976.00) (20,000.00) (10,000.00) (100,976.00) 2,807.00 2,807.00

   

2009 61,215.00 (56,354.00) (5,001.00) (61,355.00) (140.00) 2,667.00

   

2010 78,098.00 (63,329.00) (10,000.00) (73,329.00) 4,769.00 7,436.00

   

2011 111,022.00 (87,958.00) (12,500.00) (8,000.00) (108,458.00) 2,564.00 10,000.00

   

2012 118,906.00 (106,611.00) (11,500.00) (118,111.00) 795.00 10,795.00

   

2016 112,605.00 (110,248.00) (15,000.00) (125,248.00) (12,643.00) (1,848.00)

   

2014 108,017.00 (97,728.00) (6,500.00) (104,228.00) 3,789.00 1,941.00

   

2015 100,579.00 (92,297.00) (6,500.00) (98,797.00) 1,782.00 3,723.00

   

2016 125,814.00 (114,044.00) (6,500.00) (120,544.00) 5,270.00 8,993.00

   

2017 7,159.00 (18,175.00) (18,175.00) (11,016.00) (2,023.00)

 

totals 927,198.00 (817,720.00) (93,501.00) (18,000.00) (929,221.00) (2,023.00)

revenue by $2,023. However, included in the expenditures are 
$93,501 in grants to charitable organizations and $18,000 
added to our endowment fund. Since the endowment fund is a 
Chapter asset, the Show actually added approximately $16000 
to the Chapter’s net worth.  

Bottom line, the STWBC helped the Chapter and the 
Tahoe community and the Chapter remains in sound finan-
cial condition. 
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For Sale 
1937 Gar Wood 25 ft Triple Cockpit Runabout. Sierra 
Sue Hull #6110, Concourse de Elegance "Best of Show" 1999, 
new Volvo Penta 454 engine, original Chrysler Majestic engine 
available, Price greatly reduced to $150,000. Contact Don 
at  916-765-1517 or smithdon1315@gmail.com. 

For Sale 
1938 Chris Craft 21 ft Sportsman. 
70% newly restored from top to bottom. West System bottom. 
Boat is in a bare wood condition. Hull and decks are skinned. All 
new book-matched solid 1/2″ planking throughout. New dash. 
Most hardware present and re-chromed including windshield 
frame. Underwater gear present. Needs motor. 
Curtis Bauman 530-477-6702 or cbwoodboat@sbcglobal.net 

For Sale 
1960 Chris Craft 17 ft Ski Boat.  
With Chevy 283 engine for sale.  $19,000 OBO.  
Contact Layne 408-234-7613 or Skip145@comcast.net 

Please contact the editor at lee.chase@comcast.net  
to place or remove a Trading Dock ad. 

For Sale 
1954 20’ Chris Craft Sportsman (Utility), Gray Marine 327 
ci, 220 hp engine, dual battery system, added seating in front of 
engine box, carpeted, nice condition, needs bottom paint. 
Asking $18,900 (includes trailer), Contact Jim at 775-831-3060 

For Sale  
1949 Philbrick 18 ft., Ford flathead engine.  Restored several 
years ago, used twice and stored since.  Custom trailer.   
$12,500 or best offer. 
Call Aris or Diane at 415-717-5090  

For Sale  
1953 19’ Chris Craft Racing Runabout.  Complete new 
restoration.  West System bottom.  Custom made mooring 
cover.  New custom made trailer.  $45,000. 
1936 Garwood Runabout – 22 feet - $79,000 
8 cyl Crysler Royal engine.  Fully restored to beautiful show 
condition.  Full water line custom cover and very good trailer  
 
Call Don Veihmeyer at (530) 344-9316 or email Dan 
Veihmeyer at dlvmeyer@gmail.com  

For Sale  
18yd roll of Nytex 1208 x 50" biaxial 45Degree fiberglass cloth, 
paid $195, sell for $150 
Bob Robertson 530-264-6443" 

For Sale  
1954, 24 foot Shepherd hardtop, with original 331 cu inch 
Hemi.  In excellent condition, received the Best Classic Cruiser 
at the 2016 ACBS Lake Geneva. Believed to be the only 24 foot  
Shepherd hardtop in active use.  A wonderful boat for multi-day 
cruises.  See info and photos at rareshepherd.com.  View by  
appointment in SE Wisconsin.  Contact: G. Petersen,  
(262-742-2367), or garwood2@elknet.net .  Offers requested.  

 
For Sale  from the Hal Orchard estate 

1930 Dodge 28 foot triple, “TANGO” only example with 
the correct V 12 Lycoming engine, $250,000.00.  

1930 Dodge 25 foot triple, “TEMPTRESS” 125 Lycoming 
eight,$75,000.00.  

1938 Garwood 33 foot Baby Gar reproduction, 
”BOLERO”  with Liberty V12, $150,000.00.  
For more information contact John Allen, 408-605-4910 or email 
allenoldmarine@aol.com 

 
For Sale   
327 GM long block, reverse rotation. 
Make offer, Bob Robertson 530-264-6443 
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