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Western Wood is published quarterly – Winter, Spring, 
Summer, and Fall for mailing to over 600 members of 
our Northern California / Lake Tahoe Chapter.  Your 
advertising dollar takes your business to the center of 
the select Northern California classic boating community 
and activities. 
 2016 Rates:  Color 
 Business Card  4 times $250 
 (2 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $75 
 Quarter Page  4 times $500 
 (4 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $150 
 Half Page   4 times $800 
 (4 1/2 x 71/2”)  1 time $250 
 Full Page  4 times $1600 
 (9 1/2 x 7 1/2”)  1 time $500 
 
Inquire To: Lee Chase or Bob Mullarkey 
  westernwood@acbs-tahoe.org    

Barbara’s President’s year end message 
This last four years have passed so fast. I traveled my  

journey through the ladder of 3rd Vice President to President 
with so many wonderful experiences. Every time I attended a 
meeting, event, or boat show there were wonderful experiences. 
Meeting new people, making new friends, sharing the tasks that 
needed to be done, and learning so many new things along the 
way.  

The most meaningful event was this year’s boat show  
honoring my father in law Danny Foster and the Arena Boy’s 
racing in the hydroplane races the year starting 1938 to 1965. 
The years of   wild and crazy times with so much history. 
Thanks to Dan Arena and Lew Dobbins for all the research they 
did to make this event the best of the best.  Lew and Jared did a 
fantastic job along with all of their help. You all made my 
dream come true. I will never forget this event. 

I loved passing out the Grant money to the Sea Scouts, 
Boys and Girls Club and the Museum this showed the members 
that the Grant Money truly was important and well received. 

My interaction with the Museum gave me a chance to 
understand the importance of keeping the Antique and Classic 
Boat Society interacting with the Museum. This keeps our 
treasured boats alive and gives others the chance to enjoy their 
history.   

The international show was truly amazing from 104  
degrees temperature in Sacramento to Snow in Tahoe this was 
beautifully handled by Sandy Chase and her team in  
Sacraments and Iren Jenny and her team in Tahoe. A special 
Thanks to Tim Bush for his interaction with the international 
gang keeping them on track to make sure we all did our jobs 
and they did theirs. I have had so many thank you e mails,  
letters and phone calls telling me the visitors had a wonderful 
time and thanked us all for a great time.  

To all the people that helped us with the Ships Store in 
South Shore and International boat shows. It took a huge tribe 
of helpers to pull this off and it went well. The new inventory 
was well received and I love to see all of you wearing your 
jackets, hats and shirts.   

The November meeting was a very nice way to end my 
year. Cruising on The Potomac Ship on the bay was beautiful. 
Learning the history of her lifetime, meeting all of the crew, 
and enjoying lunch together. This was a terrific voyage.   

For all of you who attended the dinner I was so grateful 
that you came. We have had a very busy year and it meant a lot 
to me that you took the time to come and celebrate with me 
and my board. 

Awards were given out to members each of you earned 
them and more. To me my most important award to give was 
the Presidents Cup award. I had all year to think about this 
award it meant a great deal to me. This award is not taken 
lightly and truly earned in every aspect. So many of you have 
given me help and encouragement in these past 4 years but It 
was very easy for me to follow the rules in presenting this 
award. I am truly grateful for all of the help and guidance that 
was given to me by Gene Dangel. He always was available to 
help with whatever I needed.  

I never seemed to have enough time to reflect on all of 
this until now. WOW so much has happened. I have so many 
people to say thank you to for all of the help you have given to 
this year’s events.   

I feel so grateful that I was given this opportunity; there 
are not enough words to say how I feel. Most important I owe 
a huge Thank You to my husband Dan, he has been my rock, 
kept me in line and made sure I had the time and space to do 
my job as your president. 

I have passed the gavel to Debra she will be a wonderful 
president for this next year; I look forward to working with her 
and her board.    

Again thank you for a wonderful 4 years. I truly love 
ACBS and her members. I am so glad to be part of you and our 
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WESTERN WOOD is the Quarterly news-

letter of the Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter, of The 
Antique and Classic Boat Society, Inc. and is published for the 

benefit of Chapter members.  Publication dates are... 
 May-Spring  Deadline: April 15 

 August-Summer  Deadline: July 15 

 November-Fall  Deadline: October 15 
 February-Winter  Deadline: January 15 

The newsletter is available on our website: www.acbs-tahoe.org 
Questions, articles for publication, advertisements and letters to 

the editor, etc. should be sent to... 

westernwood@acbs-tahoe.org 
lee.chase@comcast.net 
sandy-chase@comcast.net  

Barbara Foster 

Season’s Greetings to all of you, 
After a wonderful summer season on the 
water, the little boats have slipped away into 

safe havens to sleep the long dark winter.  Meanwhile,  
caretakers of these sleek mahogany, chrome and fiberglass  
classics are plotting away.  As the pages turn over on the  
calendar and into the next year, many adventures await the 
sleeping vessels and caretakers, all members of the Northern 
California/Lake Tahoe Chapter of ACBS. 
 The coming year looks to be a very good year for our 
club.  We have the usual line-up of events to ponder and money 
in the bank (always a good thing).  We have a chapter board that 
will be ready to coordinate, facilitate and have fun with all of the 
Club’s agenda in 2017.   
As always, new volunteers and fresh faces are very welcome to 
lend some muscle or brain power and join in the planning.   
All of that leads to what is in store for the New Year: 
 A meeting in the Lodi area to finesse the program for the 

year of 2017. 
 Spring Fling in my hometown of Nevada City and nearby 

Grass Valley, CA. 
 Woodie Whoopies, there may be 4 or more, all around the 

spectacular North and West shores of Lake Tahoe. 
 Bass Lake Antique & Classic Boat Show. 
 Wood & Glory XIX Boat Show and events at Clear Lake. 
 The 10th Annual South Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic Show 

and events. 
 Lake Shasta Rendezvous VI. 
 B&W Delta Cruise. 
 ACBS Annual Meeting in Santa Cruz, CA. 
 I believe that the compass is pointing in the right  
direction for our club.  We have activities, a way and the means 
to enrich the communities around our boating, education for our 
members, an award winning publication, a beautiful web site 
and now a great partner in the Tahoe Maritime Museum in  
Tahoe City. 
 I am looking forward to a fabulous 
boating season and a wonderful one for you too! 

Debra Dobbins 

Debra  

It was a busy summer this year. With the ACBS International 
Meeting and Boat Show added to all our regular events, we were 
running at full speed all summer. We are just now catching our 
breath and getting ready for next year. 
 
I learned a few things this summer, for instance no matter how 
careful you are preparing for boating, things can still go wrong. I 
hit some hard to see object in the middle of the channel on the 
Sacramento River, which broke the propeller making the boat 
vibrate like a cheap massage bed. While it was a bit unnerving at 
first, the nice thing about this experience is that no one panicked 
and once we determined that the boat wasn’t sinking, all the  
passengers sat back and relaxed as we moved at a much slower 
speed than planned, arriving at the dock as the sun was setting. 
So, the take away from this is that when bad things happen, make 
sure everyone is safe and then enjoy the experience whatever it is.  
 
We wish everyone Happy Holidays and safe and fun boating in 
the New Year. 
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Our ACBS trip on the Presidential Yacht Potomac, was a 
tremendous cruise with 55 attending the 3 hour cruise in the San 
Francisco Bay.  This cruise was especially fun and very  
informative, since it was a "Characters of the Bay" cruise.  Each 
character spoke about the person they were portraying.  Present 
were Eleanor Roosevelt, first lady during World War II, Mark 
Twain, who became famous while living in San Francisco by 
writing “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County”, 
Rosie the Riveter, iconic symbol of women workers during 
World War II, Alma Spreckels, a SF socialite who used the 
Spreckels Sugar fortune for philanthropy, Sally Stanford,  
infamous madam of Nob Hill and mayor of Sausalito, Emperor 
Norton, eccentric self proclaimed Emperor of the United States 
and Charlie Parkhurst, who became renown as the finest stage 
coach driver in the west.  Each character gave a story about  
themselves for all to hear and some were quite fascinating with 
their colorful histories.  Everyone was offered a private tour of 
the whole ship by docents, to see and hear the engines, the  
famous radio room, crew quarters and of course the private  
quarters for guests.  Everyone left with a smile on their face to 
attend the Dinner and membership meeting in Lafayette, that 
evening. 

At our Annual Membership Meeting in November, the ACBS 
NC/LT membership elected the 2017 slate of Officers and  
Directors as follows: 

OFFICERS  
President:     Debra Dobbins 
1st VP:      Layne Davis 
2nd VP:     Robert Gaestel 
3rd VP:     Don Leutz 
Secretary:   Jane Bane 
Treasurer:   Jared Hein 
DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
Immediate Past President:  Barbara Foster 
Editors, Western Wood:   Lee and Sandy Chase 
Director of Information Services:  Sandy Chase 
Director of Advertising:   Virginia Lukkes 
Director of Philanthropy:   Steve Caplan 
Class of 2017 Directors  
Terry Clapham 
Paul Campbell 
Rick Gurries 
Wayne Mooers 
Class of 2018 Directors  
Heidi Kashyap 
Joel Castro 
Annie Hill 
Dave Lyon 
Class of 2019 Directors 
Miles Kashyap 
Pat Butler  
Bill Means 
Gordon Kirkland 

Miles Kashyap 
Gordon Kirkland 

Bill Means 

Pat Butler 

 

President Barbara Foster introduces incoming 
President Debra Dobbins 
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At the Lake Tahoe Concours ‘d Elegance in 1999, Al 
Schinnerer and USS Potomac Association board member Buzz 
Gibb were discussing the fact that the 2 Chris Craft racing  
runabout boats displayed on the USS Potomac were not period 
correct for the Roosevelt era as the presidential yacht. These had 
been donated during the restoration by Alan Furth. One thing led 
to another, Al got me involved, and a deal was struck to donate 
one period correct Chris Craft, restored but not operational, for 
display and another Chris Craft to not be displayed but  
nevertheless reside on the deck of the ship. In return Al and I 
would receive the two racing runabouts that were there. These 
boats were empty hulls only in need of complete restoration. 

Al located and acquired a 1935 Chris Craft 18 foot Deluxe 
for the display boat and a 1958 Sportsman for the other.  
Unfortunately the 1935 Chris Craft was a utility and the proper 
boat for the Potomac was a runabout.  

Through the winter of 1999 and the spring of 2000 I took to 
“converting” and rebuilding the 1935 Chris Craft from a utility 
into a runabout. I worked from historical pictures of the USS 
Potomac. Al varnished up the 1958 Sportsman and made all of 
the hardware for the 1935 boat.  In late spring I varnished up the 
boat, made the interior, and installed the engine and hardware. 
The boats were delivered to the Potomac Association in late 
summer of 2000 and thereafter placed onto the ship.  

In October 2000, Al and I were honored by the Potomac 
Association Board of Governors with an onboard ceremony, the 
presentation of an onboard plaque representing our donation, 
individual personal plaques, and a cruise during Fleet Week.   

It has been a number of years since I was on the ship but 
the last time I was there the plaque stating that Al and I had 
donated the two boats was missing and had been replaced by 
the earlier plaque stating that Alan Furth had donated the boats. 
Both Al and I certainly have our individual plaques presented to 
us at the unveiling ceremony!  Let us know what is there now 
when the ACBS visited! 

An anecdote.  The last time I was on the ship there was a 
tour going on and the docent went on and on about how the 
1935 Chris Craft was there not only as a display item but also 
as an additional lifeboat in the event of an emergency. I waited 
until a later moment and mentioned to the docent that the boat 
neither floated nor ran. The docent assured me that it did and it 
was regularly tested. I 
did not argue as the 
engine has no internal 
parts and if put into the 
water the boat would 
be on the bottom in a 
few minutes .….. 
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Junior Chapter Memberships Now Available!  
Youth, under the age of 21, can now join at a special  

reduced rate of $15.00 for ACBS International, plus $5.00 for 
our local NC/LT Chapter, for a total of just $20.00 for the 
year. Why not consider giving a gift Membership to your son, 
daughter, grandchild, or great grandchild and get them  
involved in our great hobby and passion?   
As our youth membership grows, we hope to develop new 
activities exclusively for our new youth members. We  
welcome your suggestions on how they can participate to 
make our Chapter even better.  If you can volunteer to help out 
with this project, please let me know.  Help spread the word 
about our new youth Membership Program and let’s get our 
youth involved.  For additional information, an application, or 
to make any suggestions, please contact me at 916-681-4751 
or leutz@inreach.com 

By Don Leutz, Membership Chair 
 

Please join me in welcoming new Members to the  
Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter of ACBS: 
 Cynthia Curran – Tahoe Vista, CA 
 David & Julie Watson – Alamo, CA 
 Rick & Melanie Fameli – Orangevale, CA 
 Stephen & Jennifer Hanst – Las Vegas, NV  
 Allan Guhl – Vacaville, CA 
 R.C. & Molly Hildebrand – San Francisco, CA 
 Gerard  & Nary Burnett – Oakland, CA 
 James C. Koch – Chicago Park, CA 
 Michael & Kate Muscardini – Kenwood, CA 
 Frederick W. & Carolyn Patterson III – American Canyon, 

CA 
 Ken & Christine Valente – Novato, CA 
 Erin & Jacquie Barker – Brentwood, CA 

I would also like to thank those members who have  
renewed their memberships in the ACBS Northern California/
Lake Tahoe Chapter.  If your membership is due for renewal, 
please take the opportunity to renew now on the ACBS Website, 
www.acbs.org, or give me a call at 916-681-4751 or email me at 
leutz@inreach.com and I will help you with the renewal  
process. You surely do not want to miss out on any of our many 
family oriented fun activities planned for 2017. 

Membersl receive a Directory of Members in your choice of 
printed format or online.  You will also receive not only the  
official magazine of the Antique and Classic Boat Society, “The 
RUDDER”, but our own “WESTERN WOOD” Magazine  
published by our local chapter.  Be sure to check our Chapter 
Website at www.acbs-tahoe.org as well as the ACBS  
International Website at www.acbs.org for additional information 
and photos. 

Membership Dues are extremely reasonable: $50.00 for 
ACBS International, plus $25.00 for Northern California/Lake 
Tahoe Chapter.  

ACBS is devoted to the preservation, restoration, and  
education of classic boating.  It is a great opportunity to get 
young people interested and involved in preserving our antique 
and classic boats and history.  

This coming year, Spring Fling will be held in my home 
towns of Nevada City and Grass Valley.  These two towns are 
the “Heart of the Gold Country”;  built from an abundance of 
gold produced in Nevada County.  Nevada City is a Victorian 
Village lost in time and history while Grass Valley is a bit more 
modern. 

More gold was extracted from Nevada County than any 
other location in the Sierra Foothills.  The Empire and North 
Star mines were amongst the largest and produced 5.8 million 
Troy ounces of gold between 1850 and the early 1960s.  The 
gold from this area created many overnight millionaires, grew 
Grass Valley and Nevada City to places of prominence in the 
foothills as well as further developed Sacramento and  
San Francisco. 

Come step back in time and enjoy the Gold Country from 
April 7th thru the 9th. We have a few fine activities planned for 
you and plenty of free time to explore this history rich area.  
Plans are still being finalized at this time but will include a  
beautiful country drive, a winery visit and more!  The details 
and sign-up sheets will be in the Winter Western Wood but will 
show up first on our chapter web site:  http://acbs-tahoe.org/
category/event/ 

We have reserved blocks of rooms at two local Grass  
Valley Hotels that are just a few blocks apart.  The reservations 
will ensure you a discounted price that also includes a light 
breakfast.  Make sure that you say you are a part of the ACBS 
group. 

The Saturday evening dinner and Sunday board meeting 
will take place in the Holliday Inn Express & Suites Gold  
Miners Inn – Grass Valley.  530-477-1700 is the local number to 
call for the booking discount.  The web site is: https://
www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/grass-valley/
gsvca/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=GoogleMaps-_-EX-_-USA-_-
GSVCA 

The Grass Valley Courtyard Suites is the other hotel where 
we have blocked rooms. This is NOT a part of the Marriott’s 
chain but locally/family owned and operated.  530-272-7696. 
Their web site is: http://www.gvcourtyardsuites.com/ 

Please call Debra at 530-263-3229 or email at  
Losthorsebooks@sbcglobal.net if you have any booking prob-
lems or questions.Yours Truly, 
  Debra Klever-Dobbins 
  2017 Chapter President 
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Pre-events for the ACBS 41st  
annual meeting and boat show 
 
The ACBS International Meeting and Boat Show is now  
history. The events went off without a hitch, the attendees were 
pleased and the organizers happy and exhausted. The Rudder ran 
a wonderful article on our pre-events and everything that we did, 
so I'm not going to go over that again but I would like to  
acknowledge all the people that worked so hard to make it  
possible.  
 
The planning for this event started three years ago, when I was 
president. The planning continued through Bob Mullarkey's 
presidency and then completed during Barbara Foster’s  
presidency. The Officers, the Board of Directors and many  
volunteers put in time, effort and attended many meetings to find 
committee chairs and to determine what events and venues we 
were going to present to our international ACBS members.  
 
Sandy Chase, that's me, headed the Sacramento prevents, and 
was responsible for the information emails.  I was so excited to 
find out people were actually reading them.  Some of the people 
that pitched in are: 
 
Chuck Kelley, Gene and Sue Dangel, Layne Davis and his Sea 
Scouts, oversaw coordinating the boat owners, the marina and 
dockings. Chuck was also in charge of the routes and guided our 
trips up and down the river.    
 
Pat Butler and Bill means put together the information packets 
that were handed out in Sacramento.  
 
I organized the train ride and the dinner at the Sacramento Train 
Museum, Cheryl Cox John and Michelle Schei, Lori Gurries and 
Barbara Foster helped keep this event on track.   Annie Hill  
provided the cute train table decorations. 
 
Rhonda Little found nearby RV parks for RV friends and helped 
at the Grand Isle mansion.   Barbara Walker suggested the venue 
and made all the arrangements for the magnificent Grand Isle 
Mansion for us.  
 
Chuck Kelley and Barbara Walker opened their home to us for 
the Luau. Barbara also coordinated the caterers and table rental. 
Don and Sylvia Leutz, Stan and Suzanne Oppegard and several 
of their neighbors helped the day of event.  
 
Deborah Dobbins , with Lew’s and Jocelyne Bauman’s help, 
searched out all the wonderful places for the gold run tour and 
Poker Run up to Tahoe. She even had to change it when the roads 
were closed around Emerald Bay at the last minute.   
 
Iren and Ted Jenny organized Taco Tuesday, the welcome  
reception and the lunch for the emerald bay cruise in Tahoe.  
 
Bernie and Carol Atkinson opened up their wonderful waterfront 
home for the taco Tuesday. The welcome reception was A grand 
affair held at the Maritime Museum near Tahoe city.   Thanks to 

the large crew that made these events possible, with special 
thanks to Sally Mullarkey, Heidi, Manoj, Conner and Miles 
Kashyap, Gail and Bruce Adair, Rich Fisher, Nancy  
Bartolomei, Annie and Rick Hill, Marie O'Rourke, Jeff  
Peterson, Dave Olson and our heater angels.   
 
Tim Bush and Barbara Foster where are liaisons with  
international throughout the pre-events and the boat 
show.  Rich Fisher and Nancy Bartolomei organized the boat 
trips down to Emerald Bay and also made the phone calls and 
emails to let people know when it had to be canceled because 
of weather.  Barbara and Dan Foster were instrumental in  
helping people get to Emerald Bay by car when the wind and 
rain prevented going by boat.  
 
Virginia Gompertz Took the lead and provided wonderful  
media support and copy for the email blasts for the boat 
show.  She and Heidi Kashyap also delivered posters and  
postcards around the area to let people know about the boat 
show at Sierra Boat Company. Herb Hall and his crew did a 
magnificent job with the boat show.  
 
It takes a village, and our chapter 
really rallied to put on an incredible 
event for all our guests from around 
the country and the world.  We had 
members attend from Canada, France 
and Iceland. Thank you to every per-
son who stepped up and helped.  Every 
effort, large or small, made it possible 
for us to accomplish this.  
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Dinner at the Train Museum 

Vintage train ride, Sacramento 
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Barbara Walker 

Serving  the Luau pig 

Marty Feletto and Jeff Funk at the Luau 

Brunch at the Grand Isle Mansion 

Klondike 

The Grand Isle Mansion 

Cruising past the Delta King 
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Dan Foster, Gene and Sue Dangle serve Margaritas 

Bar tenders Don Lutz and Rick Hill 

Tuesday Taco Bar 

Janet and John Howard and Tim Bush 

BEST CHRIS CRAFT 
Jack McManus      ANNABELLE        1939 19’ 

Heidi Kashyap and what?????(Miles Kashyap??) 
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SPIRIT of the SPORT 
Paul Anderson      KLONDIKE            1938 25’ Chris 

CHARLES MISTELE RACE BOAT AWARD 
Allen Thomas       RASCAL                1938 16’ Chris Craft 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE 
Stephen Hamill    BIG BOY    1937 28’ Gar Wood 
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George	G.	Hall	He invited me into his Orinda home and 
shared his 90 some years of family and boating stories with me.  
And with due respect, George (Dode) Hall agreed to also let me 
share some of his special memories with his classic boating 
friends and customers alike.  Dode celebrated his 92nd birthday 
this year.  He is a 1983 founding member of our Northern  
California / Lake Tahoe Antique & Classic Boating Society 
Chapter and together with his Sierra Boat Company family, he 
has played a major part in regional and national classic boating’s 
growth and enjoyment over the past 40 years.  

He’s also the guy who went to Italy, put his money 
down, and started importing the classic Riva boats into North 
America in the 1980’s.  He’s the gentleman who for 20 years 
opened his company doors and marina to the Concours  
d’Elegance in the past, and in September 2016, welcomed our 
ACBS International Show into his facilities.  Today his company 
is still the caretaker of the largest “collection” of classic boats 
stored (some 250 wooden boats) on his Carnelian Bay, Lake  
Tahoe California property, more than anywhere in the country.  
Please join in with your fellow ACBS friends in honoring the 
man - George G. Hall, and his Sierra Boat Company’s family 
classic boating story. 
About our family: 

“I grew up in the San Francisco East Bay community of 
Piedmont overlooking San Francisco Bay” Dode smiles.  My 
grandfather and father were attorneys, and most likely I was sup-
pose to follow “suit”- literally.  Yet when I graduated from Cal 
with my MBA, I went to work as the Chief Financial Officer for 
the San Francisco landmark Tubbs Cordage Company –  
manufacturers of “quality rope and twine since 1856.”  I married 
my college sweetheart Betty, settled down in Orinda, and along 
came daughters Wendy, Suzette, and son Herb.  After leaving 
Tubbs Cordage, I became a San Francisco based stockbroker 
where I continued to meet many of our clients and boating 
friends.  Looking back, there were always boats and water in our 
family ‘picture moments’ long before Sierra Boat Company  
happened into our family story.” 
About my Boats:  
 I can remember 
my youthful excitement 
of building my first 
kayak with my dad in 
our garage when I was 
about 12. Many of us 
remember a like story  

about Dads and garages, and some tools to mess around with.  
Later on in my high school years I built a larger one, and off I 
went exploring the Ben Lomond resort area (Santa Cruz)  
waters from our family vacation home there.    Over the years 
we also had both sail and power boats we enjoyed on San  
Francisco Bay, and we even put together a 16 foot Chris Craft 
Kit boat in our garage in 1955.   
 Those special bonding times working on that kit boat 
went pretty well until we got around to fiber glassing the  
bottom.  It seems all the resin vapors found their way into the 
freezer’s air exchange system, which was also in the garage 
next to our boat project.  Betty will always remember, and be 
equally glad to tell you, about the “special” flavors all the 
freezer’s contents absorbed! Yet we were pretty proud of that 
little boat; it has a lot of very simple family smile hours on it, 
and it’s still up in the company’s second floor loft.  Looking 
back, I never did buy another classic boat until I purchased my 
Riva Ariston in 1979.  It seems the company had all the classic 
boats.  

About Sierra Boat Company: 
You ask how we came about buying it?  Like I said, 

we were looking around for a boat to use on Tahoe and Sierra 
Boat Company was the place to go for classic boats.  I knew 
Ollie Meek and Stan Dollar Jr. who owned the company at the 
time.  They purchased the company back in 1952 out of  
bankruptcy of Ballard Marine – a boat building enterprise, and 
under the management of Dick Clarke, they primarily kept 
their “fleet” of racing boats stored and maintained there along 
with storing and servicing the Tahoe summer customer’s boats.  
Yet Stan passed away in 1975 and there I was having lunch at 
the Bohemian Club in July of 1976 with Ollie.  We were  
talking about boats, and he mentioned he and the Dollar family 
were now going to sell the company.  It kind of perked my ears 
up a bit; the stock market was “iffy” at that time, and I  
probably got thinking about the company because of my inter-
est in boating over the years.  

During the following months I talked with various 
boating friends about buying the company together; there was 
little interest from them – who would want a boat business 
with a collection of ‘old wooden boats’?  Yet a year later we 
formed a family corporation and together with my brother and 

Wayne	Mooers	interviews George	G.	(Dode)	Hall	 

Herb, Barbara, Betty & George G. Hall, Nov. 2012  

“In	1976	we	set	out	to	buy	a	classic	boat	
at	Sierra	Boat	Co.		Somehow…	we	ended	
up	buying	the	whole	company.”	
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sister we purchased Sierra Boat Company in August of 1977.  
The purchase consisted of 3 acres of Lake Tahoe’s Carnelian 
Bay water front land, a 110 berth harbor, 3 buildings and a 
‘bunch’ of old boats, which were under our care and storage 
custody.   

“But we really didn’t buy Sierra Boat Company.  We 
purchased Dick Clarke’s Sierra Boat Company, and we knew 
and respected this going into the deal.  My friend Ollie had  
partially clued me in on Dick; he was a workaholic, largely self 
taught, articulate, and completely honest.  What he didn’t tell 
me was he (Dick) had a passion for old woodies (his girls) to 
the point that he was sometimes reluctant to sell them to buyers 
he didn’t think would really appreciate and take good care of 
them.”  So under Dick’s rein our (his) Sierra Boat Company 
started collecting and storing some very unique and later  
valuable boats, which Dick would buy on his annual trips to the 
East Coast and drag them home to Tahoe. “There was never a 
question about who was running the company, and he did it so 
well, we seldom had to interfere.   

Along with the classic boats, we were the Century 
Boat Company dealer and also sold Donzi Boats for a long  
period of time.  Yet our short Tahoe summer season made it 
hard to place new boats.  It mandated we focus on keeping our 
customers’ wooden boats serviced and ready for their summer 
use, and then maintain and restore them during the winter 
months – which still is our primary business. Over the years, 
we have been fortunate to have some very talented and dedi-
cated people associated with Sierra Boat Company to  
accomplish just that: Tony Brown, Curtis Bauman, Jay Thelin 
and Todd Jeffries are all “alumni” and played an important part 
in our early success stories. 

Dick Clarke passed away in December of 2001.  We 
will always honor his foresight within our company along with 
his ongoing contribution to preserving and perpetuating the 
classic boating community in general.   Dode eulogized Dick as 
the man who “…realized early on that unless someone did 
something about it, most of the wooden boats would end up in 
the fireplace and their beauty lost forever.  Gradually he turned 
Sierra Boat into being a company specializing in the mainte-
nance, restoration, and preservation of these beauties, and we 
can be ever thankful to him for that.” We are also fortunate to 
have had Pat Bagan “school” under Dick’s era, and we credit 
Pat accordingly with keeping our customer service, parts,  
mechanical, and restoration departments the ‘go to’ source and 
“world renowned.”  Pat was our very capable Vice President 
and General Manager for some 49 years until his recent  
retirement in 2013. His facility improvement  “success stories” 
are all over our company!  We recognize and appreciate Pat 
accordingly.. Currently, we have a core group of 23 full time 
employees, and during the summer months we run a crew of 
about 35 on hand. 
It’s Still … All About People: 

My son Herb joined Sierra Boat Company in 1978 to 
perpetuate Dick’s legacy in the promotion of our boat sales and 
management areas, along with overseeing our family interests.  
Herb is currently corporate President as I moved into my  
coveted Chairman role. Herb is known for his overall classic 
boat knowledge and restoration expertise, yet unknown to 
many, Herb is also a very good mechanical and engine man.   
Herb is active on a regional and national level with the classic 
boating associations and related customer base, and together 

with his wife Barbara have two adult children.  If Dick Clarke 
is recognized for bringing home his era’s classic “launches,” 
one of Herb’s noted contribution is bringing “home” the Riva 
boats to our classic boating marketplace. 

Today we are also privileged to have an experienced 
young team who have a passion and thorough understanding of 
classic boats. In 2013 we appointed Chris Brogna our general 
manager. Chris ‘schooled’ with us for years in our restoration 
departments and also has excellent management skills. Mac 
Scott, our service manager, quite literally has generations of 
family history with classic boats on Lake Tahoe. (His  
grandfather wrote the book “Saga of Lake Tahoe,” and his 
great grandfather started Hall Scott Motors). And so the Scott 
story continues!  To quote Mac: “I want every boat in our  
marina to be a wooden boat.”  

Another “important veteran” with us is Carl Milke 
who manages our parts department. – He’s the ‘no problem’ 
contact when you’re looking for that hard to find old boat part. 
If Carl can’t find it – it doesn’t exist!  Rounding out our  
management team is Brian Richards, a “graduate” of our  
restoration operations and Cooper Stubbs, our master mechanic 
and vintage engine specialist.   I recognize and thank our crew  
accordingly. 

About our Italian Riva Era 
In 1979 we ventured into importing the Italian built 

wooden Riva and the Riva Marque Class was kind enough to 
give me credit accordingly for this during the 2012 Concours.  
There were 20 Riva boats displayed in our harbor - the largest 
collection of Rivas brought back together in one showing. Our 
involvement with the Riva came about because Eric Schmidt, 
who was a good customer of ours, had two Rivas on Tahoe and 
he couldn’t say enough about them.  He continued to talk with 
Dick and I about the classic wooden Riva and what was then 
available in Europe – because the Europeans at that point in 
time were buying the all the new fiberglass Riva editions. 

Our Hall family, - including my brother and sister, 
went over to the Riva plant on Lake Iseo, Italy – which is about 
25 miles north of Milan.   We met with management and told 
them of our interests, and quickly found out they didn’t have 
any used wooden boats…at least there they didn’t have any.  
All the older wooden Riva sport boats were at their Monte 
Carlo service center.  So off to Monte Carlo we went.  During 
that first trip we were impressed with the boats that were  
available, found a 1968 Ariston, and brought it back to Tahoe.   



Western Wood Page 14  

 

acbs-tahoe.org 

Eric was right, there was an interest in these beautiful Italian 
boats, and all the other factors – boat availability and dollar 
exchange rates were in our favor at that time.  

 Then I started going over there (Italy) a couple more 
times and buying the choice boats – the Aquarama, Aristons, & 
Florida models.  We bought about 10 boats and shipped them 
back as the dollar was very strong so we could buy them at a 
reasonable price, fix them up good as new, and resell them at a 
fair price.  On one of Herb’s scouting trips he found another 20 
boats, and then we later started ordering boats over the phone 
through our Italian contact that knew our quality expectations.  
To this date, I think we have imported some 30 plus boats of 
which most are still on Tahoe waters.     We liked the 60’s era 
Rivas for design, workmanship, and best of woods and  
materials, yet Riva built the wooden boats through the mid 
1990’s.  The Riva Aquarama’s are the big 28’ boats and still 
commanding considerable market attention and dollars.    

We discovered restoring the Riva boats required new 
shop and woodworking systems than we were accustomed to 
on our traditional plank-on-frame western built boats.  One of 
the problems we found is that when you hole the Riva hull or 
deck, it isn’t easy to patch.  You can’t pull a plank out and  
replace it because you have this piece of molded plywood 
panel part that was built in sections – they built the whole panel 
part in a ‘mold’ first, then screw and glue it to the frames and 
keel parts.  The Europeans started “cold molding” and using 
“engineered wood ” components long before we did here, and 
the Rivas were quick to incorporate these construction  
advantages into their wooden boats.  Repairing and restoring 
these Rivas does take special skills and equipment. 

  The Riva boats have been an important part of our 
Sierra Boat story. Many people have participated in this ‘story’ 
with us, and it should be noted that Marty Feletto (Sacramento) 
and Alan Weinstein (Florida) were instrumental and  
collaborated with us on the growth of the Riva class in the US 
market.  Yet, as you will recall from the introduction, I never 
bought a boat for myself, and over the years I always had my 
eye on the 30 foot, “Venice”’ water taxi. 

“My favorite boat, GIOVANNI – is a 1975 Cantiere 
Cucchini built Venetian ‘motor launch.  She came along in 
1982 when I was introduced to Gino Macropodio, a 4th  
generation gondolier in Venice.  I told him I was looking for an 
Italian Motoscafo  (water taxi).  Our Venice stay went by real 
fast, and Betty and I were just getting ready to leave the next 
day, when Gino called me and said he’s ‘founda me a boat!’  
“Gino”, I said, “I’m about ready to leave.” 

 “Itsa’ ok Mr. Hall, I have the boat in the water out in 
front of your hotel!  What could I say!  Down the stairs I went 
and there was “my” boat! Based on the short time left, I didn’t 
have a chance to haul it out and do a real survey job on it, but 
as I looked it over it was obvious the owner had done a super 
job of taking care of it.” 

So the taxi’s owner and I talked - just before I was 
ready to fly out - and we came to a purchase agreement. In the 
short time left, I also talked with Gino asking him to help me 
package and ship the boat to Oakland, and telling him and the 
owner I had opened up a letter of credit at the bank of San 
Marco, Italy.   Gino - in his very calm Italian way - kept saying 
‘no problem, no problem, don’t worry Mr. Hall’.  I told him to 
take the bill of lading to the bank, and they would get paid.  
Again, Gino said ‘don’t worry….no problem Mr. Hall’.   At 

that point I was starting to worry, and I questioned Gino “what 
do you mean don’t worry”?   Well… he replied, I’ve already 
paid the owner for the boat, so don’t worry!”  “You’ve already 
paid him?” I exclaimed.  Why?  

Well, I paid him first …. Mr. Hall because well,…. 
“the taxi’s owner didn’t trust you!”  What could I say, but 
thank you Gino!  In all my stock brokerage business years, I 
was trusted with a significant amount of clients money, and I 
still smile thinking the Gondolier didn’t trust me!  I also think 
back about finally buying the boat I set out to buy a long time 
ago, and so my personal boat story continues!  I paid my new 
‘trusting’ Italian friend Gino on a bank account he has in  
Illinois, USA no less. And, with great childhood “new toy” 
anticipation on my behalf, my Cucchini Taxi successfully  
arrived in Oakland just as Gino said it would.  No problem! 
ACBS Classic Boat Profile: 

 
Name: GIOVANNI – a Venetian Motor Launch  
Builder: Cantiere Cucchini, Venice, Italy 
Year built:  1975   
 Dimensions:   
Length 30’, Beam 7’4”,  weight  5,500 lbs. 
Materials:  African Mahogany, copper riveted. 
Restored:  Winter 1982 
Seating:  12 
Power:   Crusader Marine 454, 350hp 
Speed:  30 MPH 
 
Owner’s comments:  “These boats are a common site 

on the canals of Venice and are used for taxi service as well as 
private use, yet only a small number of  “water taxi” models 
are known to exist in the United States.  GIOVANNI  
represents the last of the ‘long deck mahogany launches’ built 
in Venice.  Later examples have shorter front decks - due to 
the change from straight inboard engine drive systems forward 
under the front deck, to stern drive I/O propulsion, with the 
engine in the stern.  Sadly, the era of wooden launches in  
Venice is fading, with newer examples being built of fiberglass 
construction.”  Herb Hall, 2016 
About Tomorrow: 

Our Mission Statement reads: “Sierra Boat Company 
is dedicated to preserving maritime heritage for future  
generations. Our employees are committed to excellence in 
customer service, delivered with integrity, friendliness,  
individual pride and company spirit. We believe this is essen-
tial to preserving the skills, stories and history of classic  
boating.” 

My name is George G. (Dode) Hall.  Thank you for 
letting me share my company story and classic boating memo-
ries with you.  
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All who attended Lake 
Shasta Rendezvous V over 
the weekend of September 8-

11th found themselves in good company with beautiful classic 
boats, great ACBS friends and more than enough water, fun and 
sun to go around.  Lake Shasta’s water levels were the highest 
that we’ve had in the five years that Rick and Laurie Gurries 
have been hosting this gathering. The weather was perfect. Over 
the course of the weekend 30 people in 11 boats enjoyed them-
selves to their hearts content, whether they were running over the 
endless miles of Lake Shasta’s beautiful blue green waters or 
feasting on superb potluck meals back at the Gurries’ deck. The 
theme running throughout the weekend was friends enjoying one 
another’s company and also making new acquaintances. Men 
shared just one more boat story and women shared news of their 
families and travels. 

Friday found the group enjoying the gracious hospitality of 
ACBS members, Bruce and Marcia Millar and their 56’ house-
boat. They motored into a quiet cove and opened up for a fun 
couple of hours.  Those brave enough to try the standup paddle 
board had tons of fun! Jim Deichler, we hope that you’ve fished 
your sunglasses off the lake bottom by now! 

Our chapter has some pretty savvy caterers! Layne Davis 
prepared some amazing tri tip for us one night and Jim Deichler 
impressed us all with his Chicken and Eggplant Parmesan 
dishes! Along with the side dishes prepared by the guests, we 
were all happy campers! It was a pleasure dining while overlook-
ing the lake again! So much fun to have water back in front the 
Gurries’ cabin! 

Some weekend highlights were sighting of eagles, osprey 
and many deer.  You also haven’t lived until you’ve spotted the 
Jetivator in action near Bridge Bay. A futuristic looking water 

propulsion jet pack 
contraption on the 
front of a wet bike! 

Breakfast at 
Camp Shasta Cof-
fee Co. in Lake-
head and lunch at 
The Cookhouse 
Restaurant at Bridge Bay rounded out the eateries! 

Barbara Foster and Rick Gurries honed their skills by 
giving the local news staff from Redding an interview about 
how special our classic boats were, our ACBS gatherings and 
the importance of keeping our club alive through young peo-
ple!  Too bad that most of Barbara’s portion wound up on the 
cutting room floor. 

The hilarious antics of friends Ray Kelsey and Bill Kehoe 
were like something out of a well-rehearsed comedy routine 
and ran throughout the weekend. 

Once again the group enjoyed lovely boat cruises to dif-
ferent parts of Lake Shasta each day. Each afternoon we rafted 
the boats together and jumped in for a rousing good time and a 
couple of hours reprieve from the heat of the warm Northern 
California Sun.   

Before leaving the area, many who attended placed their 
reservations for lodging at Tsasdi’s Resort for next year’s gath-
ering. You will find us at Lake Shasta next year from Septem-
ber 7-10, 2017.  Many have decided to come a day early and 
stay a day late, it is that much fun and so relaxing.  Please give 
Tsasdi Resort a call at 530-238-2575 and book your reserva-
tions for next year with owners, Scott or Julie.  Alternate lodg-
ing may also be made at Sugarloaf Cottages Resort, 530-238-
2448. 
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Safety First! –   
Carbon Monoxide  

Poisoning  
(Article #11) 

By Captain Don Leutz 
Carbon Monoxide Poisoning is sometimes called the “Silent 

Killer,” since Carbon Monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless and 
tasteless gas.  You simply do not know it’s there, but it can be 
quite deadly, especially while boating.  Both prolonged exposure 
to low concentrations of Carbon Monoxide or short periods of 
exposure to high concentrations of Carbon Monoxide can kill 
you. 

There can be multiple sources of Carbon Monoxide on a 
boat, depending upon the type and size of boat and the various 
engines and appliances that might be on board.  The primary 
source of Carbon Monoxide on our Classic Boats is the engine.  
However, some boats are larger which have gasoline generators, 
gas cooking ranges, space and water heaters…all of which can 
cause Carbon Monoxide poisoning to the unsuspecting. Carbon 
Monoxide is a by-product of the combustion of any carbon based 
fuel such as gasoline, propane, charcoal and wood.     

CO can accumulate anywhere in or around your boat,  
including the rear deck, swim platform, or in the water around the 
exhaust pipes.  Exhaust leaks, which are the primary cause of 
carbon monoxide fatalities, can allow CO to migrate throughout 
the boat and into enclosed areas. Be sure to check all exhaust 
hoses, hose clamps, and fittings for leaks or cracked or charred 
sections and repair or replace as necessary. Confirm that cooling 
water flows from the exhaust outlet when engines are started. It is 
also a good idea to inspect the cylinder head, exhaust manifold 
and water injection elbow for cracks or leaks.    

Carbon Monoxide can remain in or around your boat at 
dangerous levels, even if your boat engine is shut off.  Boats 
around you might also be causing CO to develop  
unsuspectingly.   

The so-called “station wagon effect” is something to be 
aware of while boating.  This “station wagon effect” causes a 
kind of back draft from the exhaust that pulls the exhaust 
fumes and gases back into the boat from the rear while the boat 
is moving forward. This effect can be caused by wind or it may 
be caused by the boat movement itself. Or, exhaust can  
re-enter a boat if it is moored too close to a dock or another 
boat, or it can be pushed back into a boat by the prevailing 
winds. If you can smell engine exhaust, you are inhaling  
Carbon Monixde.  However, even if you cannot smell the  
exhaust, you still may be inhaling CO and not even know it.  

Symptoms of Carbon Monoxide poisoning include,  
irritated eyes, headache, nausea, weakness, and dizziness.  
These symptoms are often confused with seasickness or  
intoxication, so those affected may not even know that they 
have been poisoned by CO or they might not think much about 
it, before it’s too late.   

Thankfully, there are some things that can be done to 
greatly reduce the effects of Carbon Monoxide poisoning: 
1. Maintain fresh air circulation throughout the vessel  

always, especially on boats with enclosed spaces. 
2. Know the location of your engine exhaust outlets and 

keep everyone away from these areas.   
3. Stay off the aft deck and swim platform while the  

engine(s) is running.  If swimming, be sure the engine is 
off and that you maintain a distance from the engine  
exhaust.  Do not enter any areas under the swim platform 
where exhaust outlets are located. 

4. Take immediate action to ventilate the boat, if exhaust 
fumes are detected. 

5. Keep forward facing hatches and vents open to allow 
fresh air to circulate throughout the vessel, even in  
inclement weather.  

6. Install a marine grade Carbon Monoxide Detector on 
the boat, particularly if there are any enclosed spaces.  The 
Detector will sound an alarm should it detect harmful CO 
fumes.  If an alarm takes place, ventilate the boat  
immediately. 

7. Change course and speed to head into the wind to  
improve ventilation. 

8. Keep your engine tuned up to manufacturer’s  
specifications.  Engines in tune produce less CO.  
 
Should a passenger or crew member experience any of 

the symptoms of Carbon Monoxide poisoning, get the  
individual into the fresh uncontaminated air as soon as possible 
and, if necessary, seek medical treatment. 

For more information on Carbon Monoxide poisoning, 
visit: www.uscgboating.org.    

Be Safe!  See you on the Lake!  

Station Wagon effect 
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For Sale 
1937 Gar Wood 25 ft Triple Cockpit Runabout. Sierra 
Sue Hull #6110, Concourse de Elegance "Best of Show" 1999, 
new Volvo Penta 454 engine, original Chrysler Majestic engine 
available, Price greatly reduced to $150,000. Contact Don 
at  916-765-1517 or smithdon1315@gmail.com. 

For Sale 
1938 Chris Craft 21 ft Sportsman. 
70% newly restored from top to bottom. West System bottom. 
Boat is in a bare wood condition. Hull and decks are skinned. All 
new book-matched solid 1/2″ planking throughout. New dash. 
Most hardware present and re-chromed including windshield 
frame. Underwater gear present. Needs motor. 
Curtis Bauman 530-477-6702 or cbwoodboat@sbcglobal.net 

For Sale 
1960 Chris Craft 17 ft Ski Boat.  
With Chevy 283 engine for sale.  $19,000 OBO.  
Contact Layne 408-234-7613 or Skip145@comcast.net 

Please contact the editor at lee.chase@comcast.net  
to place or remove a Trading Dock ad. 

For Sale  
1978 Riva St. Tropez, this is the fiberglass version of the  
Super Aquarama. Only 300 were ever produced worldwide. Very  
original boat with only 470 hours. $65,000.  
Call Marty Feletto at (916) 765-1234. 

For Sale  
1960 Chris Craft Continental – 18 feet - $8000 
Includes full water line cover and very good trailer. Original 
Chris 283 engine, West system bottom. Convertible top.  
Fully restored to beautiful show condition. 
A nice clean running boat 
1951 Chris Craft Riviera – 18 feet - $28,000 
Includes full water line cover and very good trailer. 
Fully restored to beautiful show condition  
1953 Chris Craft Riviera – 18 feet - $28,000 
Includes full water line cover and very good trailer. 
Fully restored to beautiful show condition  
1956 Chris Craft Custom – 17 feet - $22,000 
Includes full water line cover and very good trailer. 
Fully restored to beautiful show condition  
1947 Chris Craft Special Runabout – 16 feet - $15,000 
Includes full water line cover and very good trailer. 
Fully restored to beautiful show condition. 
1936 Garwood Runabout – 22 feet - $85,000 
Includes full water line cover and very good trailer. 
Fully restored to beautiful show condition 
 
Call Don Veihmeyer at (530) 344-9316 

For Sale 
1954 20’ Chris Craft Sportsman (Utility), Gray Marine 327 
ci, 220 hp engine, dual battery system, added seating in front of 
engine box, carpeted, nice condition, needs bottom paint. 
Asking $18,900 (includes trailer), Contact Jim at 775-831-3060 

For Sale  
1960 Chris Craft Ski Boat, 17 ft, 283 Chevy engine. 
$19,000 or Best Offer 
Call Layne Davis (408) 834-7613 

For Sale  
1949 Philbrick 18 ft., Ford flathead engine.  Restored several 
years ago, used twice and stored since.  Custom trailer.   
$12,500 or best offer. 
Call Aris or Diane at 415-717-5090  

For Sale  
18yd roll of Nytex 1208 x 50" biaxial 45Degree fiberglass cloth, 
paid $195, sell for $150 
Bob Robertson 530-264-6443" 
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