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Western Wood is published quarterly – Winter, Spring, 
Summer, and Fall for mailing to over 600 members of 
our Northern California / Lake Tahoe Chapter.  Your 
advertising dollar takes your business to the center of 
the select Northern California classic boating community 
and activities. 
 2016 Rates:  Color  Web ad 
 Business Card  4 times $250 $75 
 (2 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $75 $25 
 Quarter Page  4 times $500 $150 
 (4 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $150 $50 
 Half Page   4 times $800 $250 
 (4 1/2 x 71/2”)  1 time $250 $75 
 Full Page  4 times $1600 $350 
 (9 1/2 x 7 1/2”)  1 time $500 $100 
 
Inquire To: Virginia Gompertz 
  virginia@bellaombra.com  
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WESTERN WOOD is the Quarterly newsletter of the 

Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter, of The Antique and 
Classic Boat Society, Inc. and is published for the benefit of 

Chapter members.  Publication dates are, 
 May-Spring  Deadline: April 15 

 August-Summer  Deadline: July 15 

 November-Fall  Deadline: October 15 
 February-Winter  Deadline: January 15 

The newsletter is available on our website: www.acbs-tahoe.org 
Questions, articles for publication, advertisements and letters to 

the editor, etc. should be sent to... 

westernwood@acbs-tahoe.org 
lee.chase@comcast.net 
sandy-chase@comcast.net  

I often tell people that the antique and classic boat hobby is 
about working on old boats and occasionally driving them. At 
least that’s how it works for me, about 10 hrs of work for each 
hour on the water. Since I own 3 boats, I don’t have a shortage of 
things to do boat wise. I spent the first half of the winter getting 
my Campbell ready for the summer and now it’s ready (fingers 
crossed!).  

So now it’s the Chris Craft Holiday that needs attention. 
When I bought the boat back in 1989, I restored the hull, but I 

didn’t rebuild the engine. It was running OK and I figured I could 
use it for a season and rebuild it the following year. After all, “if 
it ain’t broke don’t fix it”, right? But it ran pretty well the next 
season so I decided I could put it off for another year. In fact, I 

kept putting it off year after year, until last year. It was still  
running, but not well, it was struggling to get going on plane, 
not to mention all the smoke from burning oil. It was time, 
after 30 years of neglect.  

The good 
news is that 
the motor is 
easy to  
remove. 
Once the 
motor box 
is moved 
out of the 
way, the 
motor is 
accessible 
from all 
sides  

making it easy to disconnect the wires, linkages, exhaust elbow 
and prop shaft. Then it can be lifted straight up and out. Once 
the motor is sitting on a shop bench, the fun can begin. My 
motor is a Chris Craft MB similar to the MBL my good friend 
Wel Snibbod, has written about in an article in this issue (page 
16).  

While this motor is relatively simple, there are a lot of 
steps involved in just getting to the point where you can  
determine what needs to be done. In my case there was nothing 
terrible, such as a cracked block or head, just all the bearings 
and rings were worn out. Oh, and the cam shaft too, that 
needed regrinding. At this point it is tempting to think of re-
powering with a modern engine rather than sinking a lot of 
money into a relic. It would be more powerful, more reliable, 
more economical and would not cost much more than  
rebuilding the old motor. However this is the original motor for 
the boat with numbers matching the hull card and originality 
won out over practicality.  

I’m hoping to get everything done this spring. My goal is 
to have all three boats running at the same time; an historic 
first! 
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I am so honored to be associated 
with this amazing group of over 500  
members that are involved with the 
Northern California / Lake Tahoe 
ACBS Chapter.  The knowledge,  
history, talent and passion that our club 
has for Restoring, Preserving and 
Maintaining these amazing Antique & 
Classic boats is something that I truly 
admire.  It is a privilege for me to be a 
part of ACBS and this wonderful group of very talented people 
that have the same passion and love for Antique & Classic boats 
as I do.  I want to Thank all of our Officers, Board of Directors, 
Volunteers and Members for all you do by joining our team at 
the many ACBS events that our chapter holds throughout the 
year at so many beautiful locations around Northern California.  
Without you and your amazing Antique & Classic boats, these 
events would not exist.  Thanks for sharing your beautiful  
floating treasures with us at each event that you attend and  
allowing for the public to see and enjoy these amazing works of 
art. 

     We just had our January planning meeting at the  
Stockton Sailing Club, the home for our “Runabouts on the 
River” boat show in July.  I feel that we had a very productive 
meeting in planning a great calendar of events for 2019. Check 
out our website at acbs-tahoe.org for all the upcoming fun events 
we have planned throughout the year.  Thanks to Teri Parker, 
Joel & Debbie Castro and Sandy Chase for all your help in  
organizing this very important planning meeting.. Our 1st event 
for 2019 is the Restoration Workshop on March 29th & 30th, 
hosted by Lew & Debra Dobbins at one of my favorite places on 
earth to visit, “Sierra Boat Company” in Carnelian Bay on Lake 
Tahoe. Owner Herb Hall along with his very talented crew will 
be on hand to teach us some of their many skills and secrets they 
use on how they restore and maintain some of the finest Antique 
& Classic wooden boats on the planet. The knowledge you will 

receive learning from the best in the business will be priceless. 
Following next will be our April “Spring Fling” in my  
hometown of Merced.  Many adventures are planned thanks to 
Teri Parker & Sandy Chase.   

On May 17th-19th we have a very enjoyable weekend 
planned for the “29th Annual Bass Lake Rendezvous” in  
conjunction with our friends from the Southern California 
ACBS chapter. Good Times!!!  Teri and I hope that everybody 
that can attend has a very memorable & fun weekend at  
beautiful Bass Lake.  

Next is the very popular “Wood & Glory XXI” on June 5-
9. This event keeps getting better every year, there is so much 
to do! Jim Robello and Barbara Foster are doing an outstanding 
job preparing for this great event on Clear Lake.  

If you can, try to attend the many “Woodie Whoopies” 
planned for 2019.  Rich Fisher & Nancy Bartolomei organize 
these, “best deal on the lake”, free pot-luck BBQ’s through-out 
the summer at Lake Tahoe. I want to Thank the Tahoe  
Maritime Center & all of the homeowners that allow us to visit 
and relax at their gorgeous properties on the shores of Lake 
Tahoe. Greatly appreciated by all. 

     On July 27th is our newest event “Runabouts on the 
River” boat show weekend in Stockton.  Layne & Kelly Davis 
along with their crew did a great job last year organizing our 1st 
event their at the Stockton Sailing Club. This is a use your boat 
type show where we give rides on the river during the show. 
It’s a lot of fun for participants and spectators.  

In September Rick & Laurie Gurries host a boating week-
end at their home at Lake Shasta. There’s lots of water this year 
and no smoke, we hope. Many members love boating on Shasta 
and enjoying good times with friends and family at this very 
special get together each year. 

      Our last in the water boating event for 2019 is on  
October 4th-6th at the ever popular “Delta Cruise” hosted by 
Layne Davis & Gene Dangel.  What a great way to end our 
2019 boating season with good friends & great times on the 
California Delta. 

     Our Annual Meeting will be held in the Carmel/
Monterey area on November 8th-10th. Special Thanks to Iren 
Jenny, Barbara Foster and with the help of Dave Lyon for put-
ting together a fantastic weekend planned for everyone to  
enjoy. 

     Teri & I hope that everyone has a wonderful & safe 
2019 boating season!!!         

     Thanks for keeping the Dream Alive!!! 
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OFFICERS 
President – Robert Gaestel 
1st VP - Don Leutz 
2nd VP - Virginia Gompertz 
3rd VP – Gordon Kirkland 
Secretary – Jane Bane 
Treasurer – Jared Hein 
 
DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
Immediate Past President – Layne Davis  
Editors, Western Wood – Lee and Sandy Chase 
Director of Information Services – Sandy Chase 
Director of Advertising – Virginia  Gompertz 
Director of Philanthropy – Rich Fisher 
 
DIRECTORS 
Class of 2019 Directors 
Pat Butler 
Bill Means 
Miles Kashyap 
Joel Castro 
 
Class of 2020 Directors 
Doug Shone 
Barbara Foster 
Lew Dobbins 
Sally Mullarkey 
 
Class of 2021 Directors 
Cheryl Caplan 
Annie Hill 
Jeff Johnson 
Iren Jenny 

Please join me in welcoming our newest Members to the  
Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter of ACBS: 
 
Dennis & Fredricka Griffin – La Jolla, CA 
David & Nicole Martin – San Mateo, CA 
 
As of this writing, we have 479 active members in our NC/LT 
Chapter.  Please encourage your friends and family to join our 
ACBS Chapter. Be sure to renew your own Membership when it 
comes due.  It is easy to renew online at the ACBS Website, 
www.acbs.org. Or, you can also give me a call at 916-681-4751 
or email me at leutz@inreach.com and I will help you with the 
renewal process. Please keep in mind that a nice gift to give 
would be a new ACBS Membership in our Chapter.  It is also a 
good way to get youth interested and involved in our Classic 
Boating Hobby and enjoy the many and varied boating and  
social events planned for 2019.   
 
Did you know Membership Packets are available to give out to 
any prospective new member?  The packet includes the new 
Envelope-style Membership Application and Membership  
Business card.  It will also include the 2019 Chapter Event  
Calendar which is being prepared and printed now and should be 
available as you read this article. This information can be placed 
in a plastic Zip-Lock Bag and kept handy, and dry, in a glove 
compartment of a car or boat ready to give out when one asks 
about your boat or ACBS.  We also intend to hand these  
Membership Packages out at our various events.  You can also 
help out by promoting ACBS and handling out Packages at other 
events such as car shows, parades, other gatherings, etc.  
 
This season, we hope to again have our Membership Booth at 
Bass Lake, Wood and Glory, Runabouts on the River Stockton 
Boat Show, and the Lake Tahoe Concours.  We could use your 
help in staffing our Booth, which also serves as a gathering point 
for our Members.  If you can spare and hour or two, please let us 
know.  It is a great way to meet and greet potential new and  
current Members of ACBS.  
 
For Membership Packets or if you have any questions  
concerning Membership, contact me at 916-681-4751 or 
leutz@inreach.com. 

By Don Leutz, Membership Chair 
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BASS LAKE RENDEZVOUS           
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS           

May 17 -19, 2019 
 
Friday May 17, 2019                                                        
 The Pines Resort & Pines Marina will 
pay for the overnight boat slip fee for  
Saturday only. 
 6:00 pm   The Southern California  
Chapter’s Annual Hot Dog BBQ at Miller‘s Landing.  
Bring your own beverage of choice and one of the  
following: Last Names beginning with:         
A-M -Hor d’oeuvres or Salad; N-Z  -Desert . 
You may pick up your Boat Show packets at this 
time from: Robert Gaestel, Teri Parker, Bob  
Newcomer, John Maddox or a Lion’s Club member. 
 
Saturday May 18, 2019 
 7:45 am    Complimentary Coffee, 
Juices, Doughnuts, Danish rolls plus many 
other breakfast treats at The Pines Resort  
Marina next to the boat launch above the 
Dock’s.                                
   9:00 am    Bass Lake Lions Club  
sponsored Boat Show & Swap Meet by the 
Dock’s at the Pines Marina. Pick up your Boat 
Show packets if you haven’t already done so.  
Boats will be on display  until 4:00 pm in the 
marina, but come and go as you wish. Please 
feel free to start your engines during the Boat 
Show.   We love hearing them. Boat parade 
and fly by @ the docks - See time when you 
check-in. (approx. time 10:45 am)      
  5:00 pm   No host cocktails:   Pool side 
at The Pines Resort 
 6:00 pm   Dinner buffet catered by The 
Pines Resort, on the pool deck. 
 
Sunday May 19, 2019 
 9:00 am     18th Annual Random Rally 
(“Chuck Kelley Poker Run”)  will start dockside 
at The Pines Resort Marina next to the boat 
launch. 
 10:30 am   Pool side Brunch and 
Awards.   The Pines Resort. 
 
    Thank you for participating in the  
29th Annual Bass Lake Antique and Classic 
Wooden Boat Show. 

 All The Best 

 Robert Gaestel & Teri Parker  

Start your boating season at the Bass Lake  
Rendezvous. This is the 29th year for this event where we 
meet up with our friends from the Southern California 
Chapter of ACBS.  

We always have a lot of fun at this event and it’s a 
great venue for getting you boat tuned up for the coming 
boating season. Since the lake is small and there are many 
other ACBS members on the lake, if things don’t go quite 
right with your boat you will likely not have long to wait 
for rescue.  

One of the 
best things 
about this 
event is that we 
can take our 
boats out for a 
spin during the 
show. You can 
take friends out 
for a ride and 
get rides in 
some of your favorite boats. Spectators seem to like  
seeing the boats on the water. The boat parade gives them 
a chance to see all the boats on the water motoring by 
close to the docks. Then, if you didn’t get enough boating 
during the Saturday show, you can do the poker run on 
Sunday morning too.  

Of course, there are other great things about this 
event. For instance, the food, starting with a barbeque pot 
luck on Friday, then a lovely Buffet by the pool on  
Saturday as we watch the sunset over the lake. There was 
some hilarious entertainment and we saw some eagles  
flying around during diner last year. We often take a slow 
but relaxing  

cocktail cruise after diner, slow 
speed only after 8 PM.  The Sunday brunch after the poker 
run finishes off the weekend.  

So, if you like boating and eating you definitely 
should come to the Bass Lake Rendezvous. 

Reserve a room or chalet at The Pines Resort . 
Call 559-692-8816 ask for Alyssa 
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 By Laurie & Rick Gurries 
 

Dates for this year’s Lake Shasta Rendezvous VIII in Lakehead, 
CA will be Friday, 9/6/19 thru Sunday, 9/8/19.  Most people  
arrive on Thursday, 9/5/19 so they don’t miss boating on Friday.  
A lot of people choose to arrive on Wednesday and leave on 
Monday. There are currently five cabins available at Tsasdi  
Resort. Their contact information is phone: 530-238-2575,  
address is 19990 Lakeshore Drive, Lakehead, CA  96051.  It is 
highly recommended to book your lodging reservations early, if 
you wait too long, those cabins will be gone! There should be  
alternate lodging available at Sugarloaf Cottages, 530-238-2448, 
19667 Lakeshore Drive, Lakehead.   
 
We enjoy three potluck dinners and two potluck breakfasts 
throughout the weekend. Boats are rafted together daily for fun 
flotilla experiences where our ACBS members swim, float, visit 
and relax.  There is also tubing and waterskiing available for 
those more adventurous folks. There are entrees for both Friday 
and Saturday night’s dinners which are catered by Jim & 
Gretchen Deichler.  

 
Regular attendees will be able to vouch that this is such a fun 
boating rendezvous. Remember that you don’t need to have a 
boat to attend, there are always plenty of boats owners who are 
more than happy to offer rides. The camaraderie and close 
bond that forms between friends is always a special take away 
from The Lake 
Shasta Rendez-
vous. 
 
Laurie & Rick 
Gurries will be 
sending out the 
registration forms 
nearer to the date 
of the  
Rendezvous. 
Please contact 
them to let them 
know that you’d like to attend.  Laurie also works directly with 
each person to work out food contributions for the meals.  We 
will see you at the lake! 
 
Contact information: Rick Gurries cell (707) 484-0095,  
email: rick.gurries@gmail.com 
Laurie Gurries cell (707) 888-9171,  
email: lauriefoxtrot30@hughes.net 
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2019 Wood & Glory XXI 
Thursday, June 6 -> Sunday, June 9, 2019 

 
June 6, Thursday 
 afternoon Open time- go boating; view Wood 
   & Glory “Things to Do” sites below. 
 5:30pm  Hosted reception- courtesy Donna & 
   Allen Thomas, Corinthian Bay Home 
June 7, Friday  
 afternoon More open time- go boating (to Lake
   port races), visit with friends, just  
   relax!  
 5:30pm  Woody Whoopie at the Lahti Family 
   Lake Home, Buckingham Point 
June 8, Saturday  
 10:00 am Boat Parade to Show and Luncheon, 
   Konocti Vista Casino & Resort 
 5:30 pm      Wood & Glory Celebration Dinner, 
   Boatique Winery, Bob & Madi  
   Mount 
June 9, Sunday  
 11:30 am  Cruise or drive to Bell Haven Resort, 
   Soda Bay for a picnic lunch on their 
   beach. 
 Afternoon Open time - view “Things to Do”  
   sites below  
 
New for early birds to Wood & Glory XXI: 
Vintage Race Boat Test & Tune:  The California Speedboat  
Association is holding a “Test & Tune” for vintage race boats on 
June 1st & 2nd at the Buckingham Homes Association clubhouse 
and beach.  If you are at Clear Lake early this year, this is a 
“Must See” event.  There is no cost to come and watch.  For 
more information, or if you wish to participate, contact ACBS 
member John Lawrence at (925) 787-2000.  The event will  
include boats like Pacific -One-Design, Cracker-Box, Step-
Hydros, Sponson-Hydros, and more.  While this is not a Wood 
& Glory/ACBS activity, many of our members are arriving early 
to Wood & Glory to view the race boats. 
 
Thursday Evening Welcoming Reception – Allen & Donna 
Thomas are opening their Corinthian Bay home for an always 
popular Welcoming Reception for our Wood & Glory  
participants.  For those who have made this in the past, we’re 
sure you will attend 
again and for those 
who have not made to 
Allen and Donna’s 
before, you should. 
 
 
 

 Friday is Woodie Whoopie Time – at John & Mary 
Lahti’s great lakefront 
home on the Bucking-
ham Peninsula.  This is 
a “pot luck” where 
participants bring 
whatever they wish to 
grill on the barbecue 
and a dish to share.  
Our Sea Scouts are on 
hand to help with park-
ing cars & mooring 
boats.   
 Saturday Morning- starts early with a Skippers 
Meeting followed by the Cruise through Soda Bay, Horse-
shoe Bend, past Shag Rock and past Clear Lake State Park 

to Clear Lake Vista 
Marina Resort where 
boats enter their  
assigned slips for the 
Wood & Glory Boat 
Show.  There will be 
plenty of seating in the 
shade to enjoy lunch 

A magical time in beautiful Lake County 
Boating, Wine Tasting, Eating, Swimming, Water Skiing, Boat-
ing, Eating. Friends, Boating in the Parade, Boat Show, Eat-
ing, Wine Tasting, Picnic, Raffle Tickets, and Prizes. 
This is the best way to start your Summer. It’s all about using 
your boat with family and friends. This annual event has be-
come the go to for ACBS/Tahoe Chapter. There is new lodging 
available at the Konocti Harbor Resort with boat docking. So 
many ways to enjoy your boat if you don’t have a boat to use 
there will be many boats for you to have a ride in maybe even a 
race boat.  Each year we make new friends, see new boats, see 
old friends have so much fun. If you have not come to Lake 
County this year is your year to join us for FUN 

For more Information contact: 
Jim Robello, Chairman, 707-355-2311 

 jimrobello@gmail.com   
Barbara Foster, Co-Chairperson, 925-989-3626 

barbara4acbs@gmail.com  
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and people.  For those who are a 
little antsy, it’s a short walk over 
to the Casino. 
Saturday Evening – is the 
Awards Prime Rib Dinner at 
Bob & Madi Mount’s Boatique 

Winery.  We will be seated amongst their beautiful award-
winning collection of antique & classic mahogany boats.  And, 
let’s not forget that their award-
winning wines will be available 
too. 
 Sunday Morning- We’ll 
Cruise to and Picnic at Bell Ha-
ven Resort in Soda Bay.  As 
guests of the Dohring family, we 
will picnic at their beautifully restored resort.  There’s fishing, 
bocce ball, billiards, and just lounging around on their classic 
resort property. This is a bring your own lunch and beverage. 
 View Previous Years Activities:       
www.acbs-tahoe.org, Picture galleries / Wood & Glory event 
on our Chapter’s web site.  Review past W&G people and fun 
time boating smile moments on line.  
 Things to Do:  
www.lakecochamber.com - Lake County Chamber of  
Commerce’s Destination Magazine 2019 on line.  Page 
through over 100 informative pages covering Lake County’s 
past and present. A complete summary of activities both on 
and off the water offered under Boater’s Guidebook selections.   
Jim & Gail suggest - dining at the classic Blue Wing Saloon 
(Upper Lake) or the new Vista Café (Soda Bay), visiting 
equestrian centers and museums, etc. when you are not on the 
water. 
www.lakecountywineries.org  - Lake County Winery  
Association’s complete member listing & winery details.  
W&G is an associate member of the LCWA.  Their website 
presents a wonderful review of their 50 Lake County winery 
members. Gene and Sue Dangel 925-937-9213, sgdan-
gel@sbcglobal.net are our Chapter’s W&G winery “advisors” 
and will assist you with your own “Wine & Glory Tour” needs. 

 
Where to Stay:  
www.lakecochamber.com  / Destination Magazine 2019 / A 
complete listing of Lake County Lodging is offered. 
W&G activities focus primarily on west shore resorts near  
Kelseyville, Lakeport, and Soda Bay. They include: 

KELSEYVILLE/SODA BAY 
Clear Lake Vista Resort, www.clvresort.com   
Edgewater Resort & RV Park, www.edgewaterresort.net. 
Bell Haven Resort – Contact Barbara Foster 
Konocti Harbor Resort – Scheduled to open May 25, 2019 
LAKEPORT 
Konocti Vista Casino Resort & Marina, www.kvcasino.com  
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Presidents Ronald 
Reagan and President 
Clinton, Vice-
Presidents Walter 
Mondale, George 
H.W. Bush, Dan 
Quayle, Albert Gore, 
and Dick Cheney. 

Saturday night will be at the Merced Golf & 
Country Club for Dinner and Dancing.  We 
will have a DJ from 7-10 for dancing!!!  
Since last years Table Decorating was so 

popular, we are 
doing it again!!!  
Theme is  
“Planes, Cars and Boats” or “All 
Things Merced”, your Choice!!  
No Contest this year, just fun!  
Sign up early for a table so you 
won’t be left out.  Call or email 
Sandy Chase for more informa-
tion and to reserve you table.   
Sandy-chase@comcast.net  
or 408-219-8353. 

 
Sunday we will hold the Board meeting at The Bear Creek 
Inn.  After the meeting there are still things to see on your way 
home.  Stop by and see the newest  campus of the University of 
California, UC Merced. Right next door is Yosemite Lake, a 
great picture opertunity. Come and join us for a personal tour 
of Merced!!  

Friday you can literally start your weekend out in Robert 
Gaestel’s backyard or at least his family’s property on the 
edge of the Merced River.  Join us from noon to 4:00 at The 
Gaestel Family River Ranch II.  We 
will meet up at the Bear Creek Inn 
and caravan over. Spend the  
afternoon sitting by the water enjoy-
ing meat and cheese platters, bread 
and fruit. Non-alcoholic drinks pro-
vided, but you can BYOB. Spend 
your afternoon taking rides on the 
family pontoon boat or others boats 
for a river cruise.  Do some fishing off a boat or fly fishing.  
Note: There will be a Port-a-Potty onsite or bathrooms are 2 
miles away (hourly caravans for the ladies if needed).  
 
If you would prefer doing some wine tasting on Friday, check 
out the local winery, The Vista Ranch and Cellars.  It is only 5 
miles away. 
 
The Bear Creek Inn will be 
our meeting and hangout 
place for the weekend,  
including lunch on Saturday 
and ending with the board 
meeting on Sunday.  Our 
group has all 5 rooms 
booked there, so there will 
always be a smiling face to 
greet you and someone to hang with if you want to stop by.  
Below are the other 2 hotels that are recommended and are very 
close by. 
 
Friday night we dine at THE BRANDING IRON.  This  
restaurant celebrates California’s ranching history with its décor 

and gets its name form the approximately 200  
cattle brands that are displayed throughout the 
dining area.  Their doors first opened in 1952 
and its 50 year old neon sign of a cowboy 
branding a calf has been designated a  
historical landmark by the city of Merced.  
Come enjoy a great meal and meet up with old 
friends and make some new ones. 

 
Saturday is jammed packed with 
fun starting with a private  
collection of 50+ original and 
restored cars, not open to the 
public. Then off to the Castle Air 
Museum. The Museum is proud 
to display the most complete  
lineage of Bomber Aircraft on the 
West Coast dating from prior to 
WWII to the end of the Cold War spanning nearly 70 years. We 
have secured a price of $20 per person and this will include a 
tour of a retired Air Force One that was used by  

Hotels: 
Preferred 
Courtyard by Marriott Merced 
$119+tax includes breakfast at the Bistro Bar. 
750 Motel Drive 
Merced, CA 95340 
(209) 725-1221  

Holiday Inn Express 
$119+tax 
Elaine Davis 
151 S. Parsons Drive 
Merced,  CA 95348 
209-384-3700 
209-384-3760 
edavis@shivhospitality.com 

Rate includes a complimentary Express Start Breakfast, 
free Wi-Fi, free parking   Online reservations can go to 
www.hiexpress.com/mercedca and use group code ACB 

Gaestel Family  
River Ranch  

Air Force One 

Bear Creek Inn  
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Merced Spring Fling  
Schedule of Events 

April 12-14, 2019 
 
Friday Option 1- Noon - Start the weekend out at The 
Gaestel Family River Ranch II on the Merced River from Noon 
to 4:00.  Meet up at the Bear Creek Inn, 575 W. North Bear 
Creek Dr., Merced at 11:30 and we will caravan to the River 
Ranch that is about 25 miles from the Inn.   
 
Friday Option 2 -  This one is an “On Your Own” event – 
Check out The Vista Ranch and Cellars  7326 E. Hwy 140, 
Merced, 209-722-8200, vistacellars.com. $5 tasting fee at the 
winery.  Located on Hwy 140 going towards Mariposa. about 5 
miles or less from Courtyard Marriott and Holiday Inn Express. 
 
Friday Night 6:30 – Dinner at the Branding Iron -   
640 West 16th St, Merced,  
(209) 722-1822 $50 per person.   
Dinner choices are:  
 8 oz. Filet Mignon Steak 
  Chicken Scaloppini Marsala 
  Broiled Swordfish 
All dinners include green salad with choice of two dressings, 
rolls and butter, baked potato, vegetable, beverage (coffee, tea, 
or milk) and dessert. If you bring your own wine there is a 
$15.00 corkage fee.  Full bar is available. 
 
Saturday 9:30 – Tour of Leonard Rich's private car collec-
tion. $5 per person. 
 
Saturday 11:30AM – Meet at the Bear Creek Inn for a 
picnic lunch of sandwiches, chips, fruit and cookies. $10 per 
person. Leave for the Castle Museum at 1:00PM. 
 
Saturday 1:30PM - Castle Air Museum 5050 Santa Fe 
Drive, Atwater.  If you don’t  meet up at Bear Creek Inn at 
1:00, make sure you meet up with us at 1:30 at the Museum. 
 
Saturday Night – 5:30 to 10 - Merced 
Golf & Country Club, 6333 North Golf Road, 
Merced,  for dinner and dancing, $55 per per-
son, 5:30 for cocktails, dinner at 6, and danc-
ing to our own, DJ from 7:30 to 10:00. If you 
bring your own wine there is a $15.00 cork-
age fee.  Full bar is available.  
Dinner selections:  
 Chicken Cordon Blue or  
 Grilled Atlantic Salmon w/mango chile salsa.   
 
Sunday 9:30 – Board meeting at the Bear Creek Inn, 575 
W. North Bear Creek Dr., Merced. 
 

We  had wonderful attendance and fun socializing among 
the membership at last Summer’s Woodie Whoopies.  Special 
thanks to MaryJo Shepherd, Don & Dianne Sloat, Carol and 
Bernie Atkinson,  Kay Turner and The Maritime Museum for 
making their homes and facilities available to the member-
ship.   

These low key, bring your own to BBQ and BYOB 
events are always a pleasant way to spend some of a Tahoe 
weekend.  No admission fee, no reservations and no  
obligations make for a simple, relaxing evening.  We thank 
those that donated raffle prizes which are added to the Gar 
Wood's gift certificates, wine and miscellaneous items that are 
purchased with the raffle proceeds. Donations are always  
appreciated.   Special thanks to Tom Turner of Gar Wood’s for 
donating several gift certificates for prizes.  The net proceeds 
from the raffle  enabled us to cover the cost of supplies,  
purchase some new tables and donate substantial funds to the 
Club Philanthropy Fund, Tahoe Maritime Center and to the 
Thunderbird Preservation Society. 

Summer is coming soon and that means it is time for you 
to mark your calendars for our frequent evening  gatherings at 
Tahoe.   All ACBS members and their friends are invited to 
attend these low key events.  We start about 5 PM and adjourn 
at about dusk.  BYOB and bring a pot luck dish to share.  We 
encourage you to purchase some raffle tickets during the  
evening as the funds allow us to purchase charcoal, ice and 
other supplies.       

The Club trailer with our tables, BBQs and supplies will 
be at these events.  Please bring some chairs if at all possible.   
We can always use some help with set up at 4 PM. 

 
 This year’s schedule: 

Saturday - June 22 – Shepherd’s, 6220 McKinney Dr., 
Homewood     
Friday - July 19- Olympic Beach HOA  -Use the 
gravel driveway across from 619 Olympic, Tahoe City 
Saturday - August 3 – Atkinson’s- 4870 No. Lake 
Blvd, Carnelian Bay —We encourage wearing green for this 
Irish themed evening at Bernie and Carol Atkinson’s home. 
Friday - August 23 – Turner’s -4860 West Lake Blvd, 
Homewood 
Saturday - August 31 - Tahoe Maritime  
Center & Museum, 401 West Lake Blvd., Tahoe City 
 
Contact Rich if you have any questions about the  
Woodie Whoopies.  
Rich Fisher   c. 925 525 5428     rich.fisher34@yahoo.com  
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Robert Bush was our Chapter President in 1998 and then became 
the International ACBS President in 2007.  Tim Bush was a Di-
rector twice on our board from 2005 – 2008 and 2014 - 2016 
where he organized a boat show during the annual RV show in 
Pleasanton.  He also joined the ACBS International Board in 
2013 and attends all quarterly and annual meetings and is cur-
rently Vice President.  His installment as President will occur 
this September.     

 
Bob and Arlene Bush joined ACBS in 1985.  They were always 
present at the Tahoe events and always willing to help.  As our 
chapters boating events expanded to other locations, so did Bob 
and Arlene.  As a boating family some of their 6 grown children 
would come and participate with us at events. Bob not only en-
joyed our events but wanted to make sure that our ACBS chapter 
was going in the right direction and served on the Board of  
Directors and then became President in 1998.  Bob was involved 
in the Bass Lake Show and helped start the South Shore Show 
which blossomed into a big event for the club.   
 

 

Adventuring out to other Chapter events and International 
ACBS events and boat shows allowed Bob and Arlene to form 
many new friendships throughout ACBS.  When Bob was  
approached in 1999 to become part of the International ACBS 
Board, he and Arlene decided this was a worthwhile  
expenditure of their time and efforts.  Bob spent 8 years on the 
board and then became President in 2007.  Bob and his First 
Lady, Arlene, spent many more years participating in both  
International events and our chapter events.  Their children and 
grandchildren, joining them throughout the years, usually in 
Bushytail II a 1949 Chris Craft Sportsman U22.  Although we 
lost Bob in 2012, Arlene remains active in ACBS events,  
attending many shows and events. Tim’s sister Ellen is cur-
rently an active member of our chapter too. 

Tim and Teri joined ACBS in 1994 and have participated as 
much as they could having 4 children involved in sports and 
school events.  Their kids have grown up being part of the 
boating community in Tahoe and other ACBS events.  We see 
mostly Tim and Teri now since their children are grown and 
starting families of their own. (3 grandchildren (2 boys 1 girl)).  
Bob shared his love of boats with all his kids, but Tim, his only 
son, shared the last major boat restoration with his dad,  
varnishing late at night in nothing but their underwear.  The 
family still owns Bushytail II and 2 Century boats that are used 
often.  
 
Following in his Dad’s footsteps, Tim became involved with 
both our Board of Directors and the International ACBS Board.  
This September at the Int’l Annual Meeting and Boat Show in 
Alexandria Bay, NY 
(Thousand Islands 
Chapter), Tim will be 
installed as the ACBS 
President. This will 
make him the second 
president in the Bush 
family!!!  Come join 
over 30 of our chapter 
members in watching 
Tim and his First 
Lady Teri ushered 
into the office of 
President. 
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Safety First! –“A New Boating 
Season”- (Article #20) 
By Captain Don Leutz 

 
A new boating season is upon us and thus it is a good time 

to check to be sure your boat is outfitted with the required and 
necessary items. You should also be aware of the California 
State Boating Card requirements. 

As of January 1, 2019, be advised that California now  
requires those individuals 25 years of age or younger to obtain 
the CA Boater Card and carry it in their possession while boating 
on California waterways. In order to obtain your Boater Card, 
you must take and pass an approved course.  There are many 
approved courses given by several course providers, but if you 
wish to take a free online course, I would recommend the  
California Course for Safe Boating.  You can find the course at: 
http://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28734#homeStudy 

Another free course is given by Boat US at:  
http://www.boatus.org/california/ 

The age requirement is raised every year, but the Boater 
Card is good for life. After passing your approved Boater Safety 
Course, you can apply for your California Boater Card online at: 
www.CaliforniaBoaterCard.com. The fee is just $10.00. 

Once you have received your Boater Card, make sure your 
boat is outfitted correctly with the required safety items as well 
as other items that will come in handy should an issue arise while 
on the water.  

The following is a checklist of items to have on board your 
vessel: 

•Personal Flotation Devices (Life Jackets) for each person 
•Throwable Type IV Flotation Device 
•Visual Distress Signals – Flares, Orange Distress Flag or 

 Light, Mirror 
•Sound Producing Devices – Whistles & Horns 
•Fire Extinguishers – for your boat size and type 
•Back Fire Flame Control 
•Pollution & Garbage Placards 
•Registration/Documentation/Certificate of Insurance/

 Display of Registration Numbers 
•Basic Toolkit 
•Anchor(s) & Anchor Line and Rode 
•Dock Lines 
•Fenders & Boat Hook 
•Marine VHF Radio and/or Cell Phone 
•First Aid Kit 
•Sun Screen – SPF 30+ 
•Nautical Charts 
•Magnetic Compass and/or GPS 
•Spare Parts & engine oil 
•Spare Prop/Shear or Cotter Pins 
•Alternative Propulsion – paddle or oar 
•Manual Bilge Pump or Bailing Device 
•Flashlight & Batteries 

•Operating Navigation Lights 
•Search Light 
•Binoculars 
•Extra Clothing for Foul Weather 
•Food & Water 

 
All items should be checked before leaving the dock. 

Also, be sure to check that your boat drain plugs are installed 
properly before launching your boat. Test and operate your 
bilge pump.  Check for leaking hoses or connectors. Top off 
the fuel tank(s).  Check all fluid levels, electrical system, and 
gauges. Check the local weather forecast and file a Float Plan 
with a relative or friend. 

Most importantly, open the hatch(es) and check the fuel 
system for any leaks while sniffing for any gasoline smell be-
fore starting the engine. 

Once safely on the water, be sure to observe the boating 
“Rules of the Road.”  You can 
download a copy of the Rules at the 
website listed below.  There are 
many boaters that do not know or 
abide by these “Rules of the Road,” 
but as an operator of a vessel you 
are bound to operate according to 
these “Rules.”  I will review some 
of the basic “Rules” in an upcoming 
article.  Stay tuned. 

For more information on Safe 
Boating, visit: 
www.uscgboating.org.    

See you on the Water!  
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The 2nd Annual Runabouts on the River is expected to be 
better than last year with over 50 classic boats on display at the 
Stockton Sailing Club on the San Joaquin River.  Soooo  - Mark 
your calendars and Save The Date for Saturday, July 27, 2019 
For the ACBS Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapters hosted 
boat show in Stockton.  Or better yet, Sign up early and save 
some money!!!!!   Registration sign ups go up in price after June 
1st.   

Once again we will be heading to the beautiful facility of 
the Stockton Sailing Club for the summer weather of July on the 
Delta.  The show will be on Saturday, July 27th, however the fun 
can be had all weekend long.  Members can show up Friday, 
launch their boats at the Buckley Cove Boat Launch, and cruise 
over to the Sailing Club.  We’ve got two nights of docking at the 
sailing club, where you are encouraged to take your boat out for 
little cruises as often as you like. The facility is a gated facility 
with ideal docks for our show.    

There will be groups heading out Friday afternoon for river 
cruises with stops at places like Windmill Cove, Downtown 
Stockton, Garlic Brothers or anywhere else of your liking for 
dinner or libations.  

Saturday the gate will open to the public where the show 
will be conveniently located at the docks just below the Sailing 
Club’s Clubhouse from 10 to 3.   Members can sit in the shade 
of the clubhouse while watching boats cruising by on the river or 
head into the clubhouse for a little refreshment and conversation.  
The show will again be free to the public and we will be offering 

free boat rides as 
well.  Boat owners 
will be on hand to 
talk about their  
beautiful antique and 
classic wood and  
fiberglass boats.  Hey 
we’re even trying to 
get an antique steel 

boat there this year.   
Saturday will 

cap off with our 
members BBQ dinner 
at the outdoor eating 
area of the Sailing 
Club, overlooking the 
beautiful river.  Our 
president Bobby 
Gaestel  even said 
maybe we’ll have a themed dinner of your best Hawaiian shirt 
and shorts, but we’ll let you know for sure later.  After dinner, 
you can head out on a sunset cruise and enjoy the river. Sunday 
is another boat on your own day.  Last year several boats met 
up at different locations for a relaxing lunch and cruise back to 
the launch ramp.   

We have group rates at the Residence Inn by Marriott, 
3240 March Lane, which is right down the street from the  
Sailing Club, call 209-472-9800 group code ACBS. Also, there 
are several other hotels close by as well.   

The recurring theme,  if you talk to anyone that went last 
year to the show, has been that this show was so much fun.  We 
want to provide an affordable, fun and friendly atmosphere for 
everyone to be able to enjoy being a participant or spectator.  
So come and have some Fun with us 
for the 2nd Annual  
Runabouts on the River.   

Hope to see you all there.  For 
more info or to volunteer, Call or 
email 
Layne Davis –  
408-234-7613 or Skip145@aol.com 
Don Leutz –  
916-681-4751 or eutz@inreach.com 
Joel Castro –  
209-599-7310 or joelcastro@verizon.net 
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March 29-30  Boat Restoration Workshop  Debra Dobbins 
  Sierra Boat Co., Carnelian Bay, CA 530-263-3229 
   
April 12-14 Spring Fling - Merced - Boats, Cars, Planes,  Sandy Chase 408-219-8353 
  Branding Iron, Merced Golf & Country Club  Robert Gaestel 209-769-0310 
   
April-19  Board Meeting – Bear Creek Inn  Robert Gaestel 
  Merced, CA 209-769-0310  
    
May 17- 19 Annual Bass Lake Rendezvous  Robert Gaestel & Teri Parker 
                  Ducey’s on the Lake – Bass Lake, CA  209-769-0310  
   
June 5 - 9 Wood & Glory  XX I Jim Robello 707-355-2311  
  Clear Lake, CA                         Barbara Foster 925-989-3626  
   
June-19 Woodie Whoopie – Mary Jo Shepherd’s  Rich Fisher    
 Saturday 6220 McKinney Drive, Homewood,  CA 925-525-5428  
    
July-19 Runabouts on the River - Stockton Sailing Club Layne Davis 
  4980 Buckley Cove Way, Stockton, CA 408-234-7613 
   
July-19 Woodie Whoopie – Olympic Homeowners Beach Rich Fisher    
 Friday   Near 619 Olympic Dr., Tahoe City, CA   925-525-5428  
   
August-19 Woodie Whoopie – “Irish”  Bernie and Carol Atkinson’s   Rich Fisher    
 Saturday    4870 North Lake Blvd,  Carnelian Bay,  CA     925-525-5428  
   
August-19 Woodie Whoopie – “Clam Bake”  Turner’s “Playtime”   Rich Fisher    
 Friday 4860 West Lake Blvd, Homewood, CA       925-525-5428  
   
August-19 Board Meeting  - Lake Tahoe    Robert Gaestel 
 Chase Residence 209-769-0310  
   
August-19 Woodie Whoopie – Tahoe Maritime Center  Rich Fisher    
 Saturday 401 West Lake Blvd, Tahoe City, CA  925-525-5428  
   
Sept 15-17  ACBS International Pre-Events ACBS - Headquarters 
 Alexandria Bay, NY e-mail:  hqs@acbs.org 
   
Sept 18-21 ACBS International Meeting &  Boat Show   ACBS - Headquarters 
 Alexandria Bay, NY e-mail:  hqs@acbs.org 
   
Sept 5-8 Lake Shasta Rendezvous Rick Gurries  
  707-484-0095 
   
Oct  4 - 6 Delta Cruise   B & W Resort     Layne Davis 
 964 Brannan Island Road & Highway 12, Isleton, CA    408-234-7613 
   
Nov  8-10 Chapter Annual Meeting  Iren Jenny 925-899-9708 
  Carmel/Monterey, CA Barbara Foster 925-989-3626 
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I Think I Need Help With This Engine? 
By Wel Snibbod 

I’m a gear-head from the mountains see, and I’m no slouch 
around rebuilding a motor.  So a while back, when I was gettin 
ready to go through that Chris Craft MBL in my racer, I figured 
no big deal.  After all, what ol’ wrench can’t deal with a flat 
head engine?  Well, that Lew guy I talked to a couple years back 
said to call him when I started in.  And when I saw this article 
on What Makes a Marine Engine a couple issues back in the 
Western Wood, it got me thinkin… 

What could be so different about this from my old Dodge 
truck 6?  “Dad?”  That’s The Kid, my son,  “I read an  
article…....”  After all, aren’t they from the same block?   
Somebody had said that Chris Craft engines were all Chryslers.  
But then I read that they did use some Chrysler sixes but most 
all were built by Hercules for and with Chris Craft.  “That’s 
what I was trying to tell you!”  Well, I guess I do have a lot to 
learn.  Think I’d better ring-up that Lew guy. 

Now, my motor had been well used and I don’t rightly 
know the last time it might have run.  I have seen better lookin 
engines in junk yards!  But she’s perty!  Out came the steam 
cleaner to blow off the bark n spiders first.  Drain the oil that 
was like molasses, and boy howdy did it stink.  Old oil sure does 
take on a particular pew of its own with age, but those are jobs 
for The Kid.  I had been advised to take pics of everything as 
she comes apart.  That’s cuz our memory sucks as we 
“gracefully” age.  I got out the Brownie. 

Now I had no idea if this thing had ever been rebuilt be-
fore.  And I did find some pretty weird stuff as she went to 
pieces.  Then I started to recollect some of the differences be-
tween a truck motor and a boat engine from the articles.  I had 
The Kid make lists of details as I started to trip over the growing 
pile of parts on the shop floor.  Carb, fuel pump, linkages and 

plumbing were off now.  I was amazed that the intake and  
exhaust manifolds were kinda all part of the same piece.  And 
the sheets and flakes of rust that came out of the end of the 
manifold could have filled a dump truck, probably not a good 
sign.  Better have it tested for leaks.  Luckily this was easy  
disassembly.  I had learned that if I had a K series engine, to 
save the nuts that came off of the studs holding the manifold on.  
I guess they were some smaller, 
special nut for reduced clearance.  
Back at it tomorrow as it was 
beer-30. 

The transmission slid off 
fairly well from the gear case 
after the gasket and goo broke 
lose.  Big rubber hammer and pry 
bar helped.  What I did not real-
ize was that this reverse gear was 
driven by the snout of the crank-
shaft.  See, it has this adapter that 
was pressed onto the crank with 
a bolt holding it on.  What I did-
n’t understand at first was why it 
had a hole drilled in the center 
of the bolt.  I found out later 
that it feeds oil from the crank 
into the tranny.  There was 
also a bearing race on this adapter when it came apart.  But I 
found the place inside the tranny planetary gear set where it 
goes.  Actually The Kid figured it out.  I heard that this part is 
really hard to find, so I had better take care of it.  Now that I 
had the transmission off, I could see that I’d have to remove 
this cast iron rear motor mount / gear case next.  It has to come 
off before the oil pan can be removed, same with the front mo-
tor mount / flywheel housing.  Everything seems to be bolted to 
these housings.  The Water pump, distributor and drive housing 
all had to come off the rear gear housing along with the oil 
cooler.  The oil lines to and from the cooler ran to fittings on 
the side of the block.  And what was weird is that they are 7/16” 

tubing, nobody uses that size any-
more.  I had better be careful with 
them as they come off.  Yep, oil 

and water everywhere!  But then, I could undo all the bolts and 
pull the gear case off.  It has a well in the bottom that was full 
of what looked like solidified oil, more of a mess! 

The starter and generator have to come off first for the 
flywheel housing.  But in order to take the generator out, you 

Chris Craft type MBL engine.  
Carb, fuel pump, linkages and plumbing are off. 

Intake  
manifold 

Exhaust  
manifold 

Transmission 
Motor mount 

Head 

Sliding the transmission off. 
Some persuasion was required  

With the transmission off, 
the timing gears are exposed. 

All this stuff has to come off to 
get the gear case off 

Oil cooler 

Water pump 
Distributor 
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have to remove the generator pulley.  
Mine broke when using a puller to get it 
off.  Goofy design, in order to change the 
generator belt, the flywheel has to come 
off first!  Safety 
wire and 4 special 
internal thread 
bolts and the fly-

wheel didn’t come off!  The Kid said 
to wiggle it back and forth, I got the 
pry bar out.  The back side, of the now 
getting heavier in my lap, flywheel 
was all dark and oily.  Turns out that 
there is no crank case seal at this end 
of the crankshaft.  The back side of the 
flywheel has the belt pulley and a pro-
trusion that goes into hole in the front 
mount casting.  There is a very small 

clearance and 
this must act as a slinger to keep the 
oil in while allowing it to breath.  This 
one shows a whole lot of blow-by 
then!  Now 
the casting 
was re-

moved 
and The 
Kid no-
ticed 

some special shoulder bolts in a 
couple of the holes.  These and the 
dowels must get that clearance per-
fectly centered. 

With all of that out of the way, 
we were finally down to the basic engine block and head.  
Seemed like a hundred hex nuts and thick flat washers on the 
head studs to remove and 2 head bolts, strange.  RJ, that’s my 
wife, said to stop messing around and call someone who 
knows.  The 2 bolts, I 
found out later, are sup-
posed to be in the front 
and rear holes of the head 
next to the manifold, came 
stock that way I guess.  
The bolts came out just 
fine but many of the nuts 
on the studs were hard to 
remove and a couple studs 
broke!  With a little per-
suasion, the head came 
off the remaining studs.  

The Kid and I were surprised at what we saw, a 
petrified mouse nest and remains in 2 cylinders.  
Whoda-thunk that a mouse could get by an open 
exhaust valve?  That’s when The Kid said:  “Now I  
understand why I have seen a red rag wrapped 
around a beer can and tightly inserted into a boat’s 

exhaust at the transom when in storage.  Time for the two tap-
pet covers to go and remove the 12 valves.  With some surface 
rust in the cylinders and the critters inside, we decided not to 
try to rotate the crank at all. We will remove the valves later.  

The next step was to see how many more head studs we 
could break!  The stud extractor came out and we started to 
remove the rusted and rotted studs from the block.  The block 
can’t be machined with the studs still installed.  We also wanted 
to get a precision straight edge 
on top of the block.  With the 
surface clean of gasket  
material and dirt, we’ll see if 
we can get a feeler gauge  
between the block surface and 
the straight edge.  This lets us 
know how perfectly flat the 
surface is, or is not.  We had 
about .006” (six thousandths of 
an inch) clearance, the block 
would have to be decked. 

We will put all new head 
studs in for the assembly. The 
time it takes to wire wheel clean and chase the threads on each 
end is not worth it.  The threads in the block will need to be 
chased with a tap after we get the block back from machining.  
We also removed the manifold studs from the side of the block.  
Luckily these came out ok.  I learned also that if this was a 
model K series that those studs are a real pain as the threads 
that go into the block are 7/16” and the other end is 5/16”.  We 
would have to make them on a lathe if we were to break any of 
those.  Guess I am glad we have this MBL.  The Kid continued 
to take extensive notes and RJ said she had never seen him so 
engrossed in something before, a good home project..  

Everything up til now was pretty easy to take apart as the 
engine sits on its oil pan squarely.  These engines don’t easily 

hang on an engine stand, so being able to 
roll or flip it on a bench and bracing it 
with some wood blocks is the way to go.  
With the engine now upside down, the 
pan can come off.  If I had not been 
warned, I would have undone the bolts 
and pulled it off and broken something!  
The inspection cover on the right side of 
the pan had to come off first.  See, the oil 
pick-up is bolted to the bottom of the 
inside of the oil pan with a shield on top.  

It is connected with a flex hose to the oil pump.  That means 
anyone around you will hear a lot of new and old swear words!  
As the blood was oozing from my knuckles, I figured there are 
3 ways to get this undone without the use of high explosives!  
Using The Kid’s smaller hands was going to be a help after my 
first attempt.  Using a mirror and a light, I was at least able to 
see what I was trying to do.  This showed me that a small 
ratchet and a short 7/16 socket would 
allow him to unbolt the two ¼” bolts 
holding the pick-up to the pan.  The 
other ways to do it are with a 3/4” 
and 7/8” end wrench or crows foot 
wrenches, ratchet and extension to 
loosen and disconnect the flex oil 
hose from the pump.  The pain with 
either of these is that there is so little 
room to get the tools and my big meat hooks inside the hole and 
do the work.  The Kid had no problem getting to the oil pick-up 
and removing the bolts, the pan was soon off. 

Stubborn pulley; 
broke getting it off 

Flywheel has to be 
pried off the  
alignment pins 

Alignment 
pins 

Front motor mount 
casting  

Flywheel mounting 
on end of crank 

Front motor mount, 
casting off 

Persuading the head off 

Studs for head and manifold 
had to be removed before 
machining block flat 

Inspection cover 
removed, reveals 
oil pump 

oil pick-up 
bolts  

Continued on next page 
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I love the look and feel of inside of a motor, pure art!  
This one was pretty dirty and stunk of that old oil.  But it was 
not broken or too rusty, we were lucky!  More inspection,  

pictures and notes on how things 
are coming apart and condition.  
Maybe, just maybe, I should get 
one of them new-fangled digital 
cameras.  We drew a map of the 
cylinder numbers here, see. The 
connecting rods and caps were 
stamped on one side with num-
bers 1 through 6.  #1 was closest 
to the rear end of the engine, wait, 
the front end of the engine. The 

Kid said huh?  I got a beer!  We sat and thought for a few, #1 
was closest to the tranny end which is actually the front for a 
tractor or industrial engine and #6 was at the flywheel end.  
We then figured we had better see which way the rods were 
installed or which side of the engine that the stamps were  
facing.  The seven main bearing caps were also noted for  
number and position. 

I really wish that we could have removed the valves, 
lifter and cam first but the engine was too tight and binding to 
rotate it around too many times.  So the pistons and rods need 
to come out first.  With the engine on its side, we can unbolt 
the connecting rod bolts, one rod at a time and remove the rod 
bearing cap.  I use a small brass hammer to tap the sides of the 
cap if they do not come right off.  The caps come off and we 
can pull the bearing halves out for inspection.  A dental pick 
can be used to gently pull the bearing off of the crank if the oil 
suction holds it to the crank.  Using a brass drift, screw driver 
or hammer handle, push or tap 
the piston and rod out of the cyl-
inder.  I had The Kid doing this 
and told him that if the bearing 
was not all scratched up and 
looked clean, that he needed to be 
careful and keep them all together 
with the rod after it comes out.  If 
it is dirty, scratched or badly 
worn, then we don’t care.  He 
asked how do I know if it’s 
worn?  I said that it will show 
multiple colors as layers of the 
bearing will be gone and no 
longer an even light grey.  These 
were all scratched up as they 
were coming out.  I told him it 
did not surprise me as these en-
gines do not have oil filters and 
contamination is a fact of life.  Pretty important to change the 
oil every season.  But we will add an external oil filter any-
way.  A little schooling is not a bad thing and after all, The 
Kid wanted to learn.  So I explained that at this point IF the 
bearings looked ok, we would measure the bearing clearance 
with Plastigage to see if we were still within clearance spec. 

With pistons and rods removed, the crank could be  
rotated much easier and we then were able to remove the 
valves.  As long as the valve was completely closed, a valve 
spring compressor allowed us to compress the spring, and with 
a screw driver and a magnet, get into the tight space and  

remove the two retainer keepers from the 
side of the valve stem.  They are held in 
place by the tapered valve spring retainer. 
When the tension is taken off the retainer 
and it slides up the stem, the keepers are 
easily removed.  By a few turns of the 
crank, he was able to get all of the valves 
out.  Time for the Cam shaft to come out.  
I showed him how to verify the timing 
marks on the cam 
and crank gears.  
There is a dot on 
each gear near a 

tooth.  Every two revolutions of the 
crank displays a position where the dots 
are in alignment with each other.  The 
cam slid out easily and the lifter then 

came out.  We 
looked for wear 
marks and 
scratches on all 
of these parts and 
made more notes. 
The engine was returned to the upside 
down position so we could work on the 
crank easily.  Out came the rags to clean 
the crank journals up and measure them 
with a micrometer to check for out-of-

round and diameter wear from stock.  One by one I had The 
Kid unbolt the 7 main bearing caps and carefully remove the 
bearing halves for inspection, also scratched, bummer!  The 
replacement bearings are not cheap!  I told him about the thrust 
bearing brass shims on each side of the last main bearing 
(closest to the flywheel) and explained that they control how 
much crank shaft end play there is.  I knew he was my son 
when he asked: “Then shouldn’t we check the end play before 
we pull the crank?”  Tear.  Out came the dial mic (micrometer) 
and the magnetic base to measure the end of the crank.  We 
pried the crank gently back and forth to measure three thou-
sandths of an inch (.003”) travel, the 
diameter of a human hair, perfect!  The 
spec is .002” to .004”.  Caps and bear-
ings all came off and the crank was 
removed.  With the crank out, I turned 
the outside mic over to the Kid and had 
him measure the crank main journals. 

He asked if we were done?  Nope, 
freeze plugs needed to come out and 
the block and parts steam cleaned 
again.  We got the inside mic out and 
measured the cylinder bore diameter 
and taper or wear from top to bottom.  
Yep, more than .007” of taper, needs to 
be bored out and larger pistons installed.  It was now beer time, 
naw, maybe ice cream, after we cleaned up our mess, put the 
tools away and changed our clothes so RJ would be happy.  
Then we could look at the notes and measurements to see what 
was needed to be done.  Next chapter, off to the machine shop 
and then reassembly. 

Alignment  
 dots 

Pan off reveals engine 
innards 

Bearing shows multiple 
colors where layers have 
worn through 

Valve spring 
compressor at 
work 

A magnet is used to 
recover the spring 
retainer keepers 

Measuring end play 



Western Wood Page 19  
acbs-tahoe.org 

For Sale 
1952 Philbrick double Hemi powered total restoration 
$35,000.  
1962 18’ Philbrick runabout V-8 Buick powered like new 
$35,000.  
Contact  Joe at 925 234 6763 or joefanfa@gmail.com  Pictures 
on acbs-tahoe.org 

For Sale 
1960 Chris Craft 17 ft Ski Boat.  
With Chevy 283 engine for sale.  $16,500 OBO.  
Contact Layne 408-234-7613 or Skip145@comcast.net 

Please contact the editor at lee.chase@comcast.net  
to place or remove a Trading Dock ad. 

For Sale 
1954 20’ Chris Craft Sportsman (Utility), Gray Marine 327 
ci, 220 hp engine, dual battery system, added seating in front of 
engine box, carpeted, nice condition, needs bottom paint. 
Asking $18,900 (includes trailer), Contact Jim at 775-831-3060 

For Sale  
1949 Philbrick 18 ft., Ford flathead engine.  Restored several 
years ago, used twice and stored since.  Custom trailer.   
$8,500 or best offer. 
Call Aris or Diane at 415-717-5090  

For Sale  
1938 21′ Utility Deluxe Chris Craft 158 HP with Trailer 
and Cover Many first of class awards,  
Best of Show – Wood & Glory 
Excellent condition – Seats 9 passengers  $50,000 
707.349.4787  or aanddthomas@gmail.com  

For Sale 
1948 vintage racing runabout, 17 foot dual cockpit. Hot Rod 
flathead engine, excellent condition, won awards at Tahoe, trailer 
and boat cover $38,900 or best offer. Name ‘Yo! Adrenne’.  
Contact David 916-984-3768 or DVD_Coolidge@yahoo.com. 

For Sale 
1938 Chris Craft 21 ft Sportsman. 
70% newly restored from top to bottom. West System bottom. 
Boat is in a bare wood condition. Hull and decks are skinned. All 
new book-matched solid 1/2″ planking throughout. New dash. 
Most hardware present and re-chromed including windshield 
frame. Underwater gear present. Needs motor. 
Curtis Bauman 530-477-6702 or cbwoodboat@sbcglobal.net 



Western Wood Page 20  

 

acbs-tahoe.org 


