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Western Wood is published quarterly – Winter, Spring, 
Summer, and Fall for mailing to over 600 members of 
our Northern California / Lake Tahoe Chapter.  Your 
advertising dollar takes your business to the center of 
the select Northern California classic boating community 
and activities. 
 2014 Rates:  Color 
 Business Card  4 times $250 
 (2 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $75 
 Quarter Page  4 times $500 
 (4 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $150 
 Half Page   4 times $800 
 (4 1/2 x 71/2”)  1 time $250 
 Full Page  4 times $1600 
 (9 1/2 x 7 1/2”)  1 time $500 
 
Inquire To: Lee Chase or Bob Mullarkey 
  westernwood@acbs-tahoe.org    

WESTERN WOOD is the Quarterly newsletter of the North-

ern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter, of The Antique and Classic 
Boat Society, Inc. and is published for the benefit of Chapter 

members.  Publication dates are... 
 May-Spring  Deadline: April 15 

 August-Summer  Deadline: July 15 

 November-Fall  Deadline: October 15 
 February-Winter  Deadline: January 15 

The newsletter is available on our website: www.acbs-tahoe.org 
Questions, articles for publication, advertisements and letters to 

the editor, etc. should be sent to... 

westernwood@acbs-tahoe.org 
lee.chase@comcast.net 
sandy-chase@sbcglobal.net  

This slightly late issue of Western Wood is the last issue of 
2014 (yes I know it is 2015). It’s late because we wanted to 
include the latest information on the South Tahoe Wooden Boat 
Classic. There were some very intense negotiations with the 
Tahoe Keys Marina to make this event happen. The good news 
is that we will have the show July 24 & 25, details are being 
worked out. See page 15 for more info, it looks like it is shaping 
up to be the best yet. 
 
Another important bit of information is that our chapter will be 
hosting the 2016 ACBS International Meeting and Boat Show. 
Our chapter will be responsible for “pre-event” activities while 
International takes care of the meeting and boat show. This will 
require a bunch of work but it also will be a bunch of fun too. 
The show and meeting will be at Lake Tahoe, the International 
folks have asked to have some boating events at locations other 
than Lake Tahoe. The details of what we will do are being 
worked out by our meeting committee, but one thing is certain 
we will need our chapter members to attend the events and 
bring their boats. Plan to participate in September of 2016. 
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April 10, 11 & 12 
Contact Iren Jenny 925-899-9708 
See page 14  

May 15, 16 & 17 
Contact Robert Gaestel 209-769-0310 

May 29, 30 & 31 
Contact Doug Reed 408-472-7671 

July 24,25 & 26, 50’s & Fins 
Contact Jared Hein 650-348-5794 
See page 15 

July 26 
Contact Debra Dobbins 530-263-3229 

October 2,3 & 4 
Contact Layne Davis 408-234-7613 

November 6, 7 & 8 
Contact Iren Jenny 925-899-9708 

How time flies when you're having fun. I can't believe that it 
has been a year since I took office as your president. I want to 
thank everyone for their support and enthusiasm for our events 
this year. I love our boats, but most of all it is the people that 
comprise this club that make it special. The work that our  
directors, their committees and volunteers do throughout the 
year make everything seem smooth and effortless, but it is their 
attention to details that make things happen. Working as part of 
the team is one of the most rewarding experiences.  It gives you 
the opportunity to get to know some really wonderful people. 
 
This next coming year I am the head of the nomination  
committee for our new directors. I would really like to  
encourage some of you to seek me out and ask questions about 
what it is that being a director means. I spoke to some of you to  
encourage you to consider becoming a director, but there are 
many others that I haven't had a chance to talk to. We need 
good people to continue volunteering and being active in our 
events to keep them at the quality and the standard that we have 
achieved.   Come be a part of your favorite event. 
 
Speaking of achievements, the Northern California/Lake Tahoe 
chapter will be hosting the annual meeting and boat show in 
2016.  We have a committee formed and are working on  
solidifying the pre-events now. Our chapter is responsible for 
the pre-events, and  ACBS international is responsible for the 
boat show events. The international portion of the show starts 
on Thursday, September 22, 2016 and goes through the 24th. 
The pre-events will happen the 3 to 5 days prior to that. We will 
have more information in each Western Wood as the details are 
taken care of. 
 
Although I am no longer president, I still enjoy being involved 
with our organization as much as possible and encourage you to 
join me in supporting our new board and new president,  
Bob Mullarkey. 



Western Wood Page 4  

By Rick & Laurie Gurries 
     ACBS members determined to not let low water levels 
deter them from a great weekend, gathered at Lake 
Shasta September 18-21 for a fun and sun filled weekend 
of boating, relaxing and camaraderie.  Headquartered at 
Rick and Laurie Gurries Lakehead cabin, the “Low  
Water Gang” kept a steady pace in order to see all of the 
sights the low water provided.   
  
     Most of the Gang arrived at Tsasdi’s Resort for their 
lodging on Thursday afternoon in time for the kickoff 
potluck BBQ at the Gurries cabin later that evening.   
 
     Friday, after a hardy breakfast at Camp Shasta Coffee 
Co., we trailered our boats for the short 15 minute drive 
down I-5 to Bridge Bay Resort to launch as the lake level 
was too low to launch at Lakehead.  With that task  

accomplished in short order the Gang cruised Shasta’s 
beautiful waters to the Pit River arm to Jones Valley  
Resort Marina for a great picnic lunch in the shade on 
their dock.  Our thanks to General Manager Rich Howe 
for a relaxing time spent at JVR.  We were given a tour 

of the marina which included a picnic area, game tables, 
store, BBQ’s as well as a triple decked Titan houseboat.  
What an amazing experience that was! 
 
     Due to the low water, the Pit River arm had an eerie 
presence.  When the lake was completed in the 1940’s, 
the waters held back by the new dam rose too quickly for 
the trees to be logged and hauled out.  To this day trees 
still stand and can be seen as the lake water recedes.  
Other interesting sights around the lake were an exposed 
train trestle and many train tunnels.  The reappearance of 
the old Hwy. 99 bridge, a foundation for the old gas  
station and post office at the entrance to Salt Creek, 
which was the former community of Pollack, helped to 
put yesteryear into better perspective.   Also exposed  
was the massive steel base of the tower crane used to 
build the dam in the early ‘40s.  It had last surfaced  
during the 1977 drought. That winter record rainfall  
occurred and the lake came up about 200 feet from 238 
feet from crest in just one season.  
 
     We were catered to in fine fashion Friday night with 
Jim and Gretchen Deichler’s Italian dinner. Layne and 
Kelly Davis got us all in the mood for a Mexican Fiesta 
Saturday night and served up chicken fajitas with all the 
fixings.  

 
         Great potluck breakfasts were enjoyed with gusto 
by the Gang both Saturday and Sunday mornings on the 
Gurries deck.  Saturday the boats were once again  
trailered to Bridge Bay Resort for launching.  Although 
much of Shasta’s shoreline or ‘bathtub ring’ was exposed 
by the low water level, some 165’ below crest, we rafted 
our boats together and drifted at the base of the dam 
while there was still some 350 feet of water below.  
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Shasta is such a large body of water, there was still over 
170 miles of shoreline.   
      
     Cruising continued Saturday to Bridge Bay Resort’s 
Cookhouse Restaurant.  We all enjoyed John Russo and 
son Tim’s conversation on the re-creation of their 1938 
18’ Chris Craft runabout.          We tipped our hats to 
John, Tim and their boat, Dawn Til Dusk.  Likewise Bill 
Kehoe shared his and Nancy’s experiences restoring their 
most recent award winning 1950 22’ Chris Craft Custom 
Sedan, Big Duck.  On Saturday’s boat cruise in their 16’ 
1959 Dorsett Catalina, Woodless Duck, Bill found out it’s 
best to switch gas tanks in a speedy manner.   
 
      Saturday afternoon presented itself for a truly  
wonderful experience as we met up with new ACBS 
members Bruce and Marcia Millar on their “classic” 56 
foot houseboat in the middle of Lake Shasta.  Wayne 
Mooers had arranged this for us as a surprise. They were 
so gracious in welcoming us all aboard.  A few idyllic 
hours were spent with them as we drifted through 
Shasta’s clear warm waters with toes dangling  off the 
stern, floating and swimming along on a delightful late 
summer afternoon.   
      
     Wayne Mooers acted as Master of Ceremonies and 
ran a hilarious after dinner raffle where in addition to 

raffling off the items made by Laurie and Nancy Kehoe, 
he also tried to raffle off the Gurries’ cabin furnishings.   
 
     Rick led a land based low water tour Sunday morning 
to show the many local changes to the lake in the  
Lakehead area.   
 
     Sunday as Rick and Laurie were thanked by all for 
hosting another wonderful and relaxing weekend, the 
Gang all committed to return again next year.  We’ll all 
be hoping that there is good rainfall this winter, but if not, 
the “Low Water Gang” will ride again!  Please join in the 
fun! 
 
     Rick and Laurie along with Tsasdi’s Resort have  
determined that a better weekend for next year’s Rendez-
vous IV would be the second weekend in September.  
Dates will be Thursday thru Sunday, September 10-13, 
2015.  This is the weekend prior to the International Boat 
Show.  Please contact Tsasdi’s Resort at 530-238-2575 to 
make reservations for your lodging.  Please visit their 
website at www.tsasdiresort.com.  Rick’s contact info: 
707-484-0095.  To contact Laurie by e-mail: laurieclover-
alarm@comcast.net or Rick’s at clovera-
larm@comcast.net.  
 
     Please note that it is not necessary to bring your own 
boat for this weekend long event.  There should be plenty 
of other boats in attendance to provide sufficient seating. 
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Our chapter annual meeting took place in Los Gatos this year. 
While the official meeting was on Saturday evening, we  
arranged a number of pre-events for those who wanted to make 
a weekend of it.  
 
We started Friday evening with a Woodie Whoopie at our 
house. We were surprised at the turn out. We had about 65  
people crowded into our house. Fortunately the weather was 
nice and we could spill into the back yard. With all the good 
food and good company it was a fine event to start off the 
weekend.  
 
Saturday we arranged 
to visit two car  
collections. First was 
the Canepa  
Motorsports Museum 
in Scotts Valley which 
has an outstanding 
collection of historic 
race cars. After a tour 
of cars on display we 
were conducted through the restoration shops to see some very 
exotic cars in the process of being restored.   

 
After a time out for a 
box lunch at the  
Canepa Museum we  
continued on to the 
Mozart Car Collection 
in Mt. View. The  
Mozart Collection has 
antique and classic 
cars ranging from 
1907 Royal Tourist to 

cars of the 50’s. John Mozart himself was there to greet us and 
talk about his collection, a job normally done by a docent. John 
also has 3 wooden boats and has been a member of our chapter 
of ACBS since it’s early days. One car that impressed me was 
one of George Whittell’s Deusenbergs, I’ve wanted to see one 
of those for a long time. There are so many rare and beautiful 
cars in the collection, a V16 Cadillac, a 1915 Stutz runabout  
and  a 1914 Mercer to mention a few more, about 60 cars in 
total. 

 
Saturday evening we reassembled at 
the Los Gatos Lodge for the annual 
meeting to elect the new officers 
and board of directors and to give 
out some well deserved awards. 
This was followed by a delicious 
buffet dinner while slide show of the 
years events was projected on a  
giant screen.     
 
 

Officers and Board of Directors for 2015 
 
President    Bob Mullarkey 
1st Vice President   Barbara Foster 
2nd Vice President   Debra Dobbins 
3rd Vice President   Layne Davis 
 
Secretary    Jane Bane 
Treasurer    Jared Hein 
Immediate Past President  Sandy Chase 
Editors Western Wood     Lee and Sandy Chase 
Directors Information Services   Lee and Sandy Chase 
Director of Advertising  Bob Mullarkey 
Director of Membership  Don Parsons 
Director of Philanthropy  Steve Caplan 
 
Director Class of 2015 
Terry Clapham 
Robert Gaestel 
John Lawrence 
Doug Reed – Taking over Layne Davis’s position 
Iren Jenny  – Taking over Peter George’s position 
 
Directors  Class of 2016 
Nancy Bartolomei 
Tim Bush 
Rhonda Little 
Don Luetz 
 
Directors  Class of 2017 
Tom O’Rouke 
Paul Campbell 
Rick Gurries 
Wayne Mooers 
 

Greg Joseph received the 
“Ziggy” award for running 
out of gas on Lake Tahoe. 

Layne Davis received the 
presidents cup for his  
service 

Outgoing president Sandy Chase 
received an appreciation award 
from incoming president Bob 
Mullarky 
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This month marks 3 years that we have been building the 
Cracker Box with the Sea Scouts from the SSS Challenger.  
Although that means 3 years that we’ve taken up Lee and 
Sandy Chase’s garage, the work hasn’t slowed any and the 
boat is coming right along.  Many of you got to see the project 
up close when you attended the Friday night potluck of the 
Annual Meeting weekend in Los Gatos this past November. If 
you didn’t get the chance to see it and would like to, just con-
tact Lee or me and we’d love to have you come by.  After 3 
years of work, the scouts that Lee Chase and I are mentoring 
in this project have completely changed 3 times over.  This 
keeps the project exciting; however it also means we have to 
re-teach all of the safety requirements and tool operations over 
and over again. 

The plywood hull and topsides of the boat have been 
completely planked over with solid stock mahogany.   The 
scouts have faired the hull and deck all by hand with long 
boards.  For weeks as the scouts would show up and ask “what 
are we going to do today,” the answer always seemed to be 
“some more sanding!”  The entire inside of the boat was 
painted and engine rails were installed.  Then it came time for 
the stain to be applied.  The hull and deck were stained with 
Chris Craft brown mahogany filler stain.  The king plank and 
covering boards were then stained a dark walnut.  The first 
coat of varnish was applied and the boys couldn’t believe what 
a difference it made to the look of the boat.  The scouts soon 
realized that applying varnish meant more sanding and have 
sanded between each coat.  This past weekend we applied the 
7th coat of varnish.  In contrast to the scout’s motto on their 
big steel boat of “rust never sleeps,” they have come up with a 
new motto around the varnish that “Dust is our Enemy”. 

We’ve been continuing on the engine build and we’re 
about 1 day away from finishing it.  It will not be long until 
we bring it from Felton to Los Gatos and fit it into the boat.  
We can then start working on the systems for it.  The wind-
shield brackets have been fitted and glass has been purchased.  
We are starting to work on designing the seat base and the 
steering system, and have also built the dash and instrument 
panel.  Rub rails have been heated and bent to match the lines 
of the boat and the scouts are about to learn the art of metal 
polishing. 

We are still trying to come up with the appropriate name 
for the boat, so if you have any ideas, please let us know.  
That’s about it for now and we’ll keep you updated as pro-
gress is made. 
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While the Delta appears to be a backwoods region little 
changed for half a century and of interest only to farmers and 
fishermen, it is actually a region of huge political importance in 
California since approximately 60% of the states water flows 
through the Delta. To understand some of the issues relating to 
the Delta, a brief history may be helpful.  

The Delta was formerly the bottom of a large inland sea in 
the Central Valley, which formed as the uplift of the California 
Coast Ranges blocked off drainage from the Sierra Nevada to 
the Pacific. About 560,000 years ago, water breached the  
mountains, carving out the present-day Carquinez Strait to San 
Francisco Bay.  

The Delta in its pre-1850s state began to form about 
10,000 years ago at the end of the last Ice Age. During the Ice 
Age, global sea levels were about 300 ft lower than today, and 
from the Delta to San Francisco, was a river valley where the 
confluence of the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers continued 
to the Pacific Ocean. At the end of the ice age, melting glaciers 
caused sea levels to rise, ocean water backed up through the 
Carquinez Strait into the Central Valley. The combination of the 
narrow strait and tidal action pushing inland  slowed the river 
current which resulted in dropped sediment. The early delta 
underwent constant changes because of rapidly rising seas, 
about 1 inch per year. About 8,000 years ago, the rate of  
sea-level rise slackened, allowing wetland plants to take hold in 
the Delta. The growth and decay of plants formed the vast peat 
deposits that make up the Delta islands. The Delta reached a  
stabilized form similar to its mid-1800s state about 2,000–3,000 
years ago. 

Immediately before large-scale human development, most 
of the Delta islands had low natural levees flanking a marshy 
interior "bowl" that flooded intermittently with the seasons and 
tides. The height of these natural levees, formed from sediments 
deposited by annual river floods, ranged from 1 ft above mean 
high tide at the west side, to 7 to 8 ft further east. An estimated 
60 percent of the Delta flooded for up to two hours each day at 
high tide; during spring tides or river floods, it was not  
uncommon for the entire Delta to be under water. 

The agricultural value of the Delta was first recognized 
during the California Gold Rush, when farmers planted orchards 
on Delta islands to provide fresh fruit for mining camps in the 
Sierra Nevada. The Delta remained California's richest farming 
region  until the 1940s, when massive federal water projects 
finally made possible the full-scale irrigation of the main body 
of the Central Valley. Today, the Delta is still among the state's 
most productive farming regions. 

In 1850, Congress passed the Swampland Act, which  
allowed for the transfer of title for wetlands to private owners 
on the conditions that the land would be reclaimed. In  
California, more than 500,000 acres were in the  
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Agricultural lands in the Delta 
were protected by the building of levees, a colossal effort first 
undertaken by Chinese laborers from the 1850s to the 1870s. 
The Board of Reclamation, formed in 1861, created reclamation 
districts to oversee development. The early levees were built of 
peat, and were highly susceptible to wind and water erosion. 
The Great Flood of 1862 obliterated much of the existing Delta  
infrastructure, forcing landowners to rebuild their levees higher 
and stronger. More flooding in 1878 and 1881 reinforced these 
notions. By the 1890s, the original levee system had been 

largely replaced with stronger embankments consisting of clay 
dredged from nearby river bottoms. Most of the farmable land in 
the Delta had been reclaimed by the 1920s. 

Intrusion of brackish water into the Delta is a recurring 
natural phenomenon. Over time, water at the mouth of the Delta 
became saltier for longer periods of time. This is thought to be 
primarily due to changes in timing and volume of the freshwater 
flows as a result of water withdrawals upriver and water exports 
from the Delta to supply agriculture and California's growing 
population. 

The Delta's geometry has also changed dramatically. Main 
channels have been widened, deepened, and straightened,  
providing 1000 miles of waterways for recreational boating and 
commercial shipping. It also changed how tidewater moves 
through the Delta which affects saltwater intrusion. 

The growing Delta water quality issue provided the initial 
impetus for building dams on Central Valley rivers to boost  
dry-season freshwater flows. This eventually became the Central 
Valley Project (CVP), California's first major statewide water 
system, most of which was built between the 1930s and the 
1960s. 

Today, the California Aqueduct and the Delta-Mendota  
Canal, draw water from the southern end of the Delta to supply 
water to the Los Angeles Basin, coastal central California and to 
provide irrigation water to the fertile San Joaquin Valley.  
Although the vast majority of water is used for agriculture and 
urban areas, some water is also provided for wildlife refuges and 
habitat conservation works. The Contra Costa Canal and North 
Bay Aqueduct also take Delta water, to supply the San Francisco 
Bay Area. The Delta provides water for cities and towns in five  
counties and for over 1,800 agricultural users. 

The levee system allowed farmers to drain and reclaim 
Delta marsh. But as the peat soil decomposed , profound  
subsidence of the land resulted. Currently, most of the Delta is 
below sea level, with a great deal at least 15 feet below sea level. 
Land subsidence has occasionally triggering levee failure and  
subsequent flooding. 

Land subsidence also contributes to brackish water  
intrusion into the Delta, an issue compounded by the diversion of 
up to 25% of the freshwater flowing into the Delta. At the  
southern end of the Delta, powerful pumps supply water for the 
Central Valley Project and State Water Project causing water in 
the Delta to flow from north to south instead of the natural  
direction of east to west. This has caused salinity buildup in the 
eastern Delta, where salts can no longer be flushed to the sea by 
natural river flows. 

The controversial proposed “tunnel” project  would  
transport water directly from the Sacramento River with intakes 
north of Sacramento to the pumping stations at the southern end 
of the Delta, bypassing the channels of the Delta. This would 
greatly reduce fresh water flow in the Delta and exacerbate salt 
water infiltration into the Delta. There are also concerns about 
reduced incentive for the state to maintain the levy system which 
is now crucial for the California water system.  

Our recreational use is a benefit of the levees and channels  
created for agricultural development. So while you are cruising 
the Delta consider that there are more issues than the Water  
Hyacinth clogging the channels. 

  
 By Lee Chase 
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The Delta Cruise always ends our boating season with a 
great event and adventure on the winding Delta waterways.  Our 
weather this year was perfect and even a little too warm at times 
that caused many of us to take a little dip into the Delta waters to 
cool off throughout the weekend.  Although the official event 
began on Friday night, many members arrived early to partake in 
the Friday cruise to Giusti’s Restaurant for a great lunch and 
cruise. With docking a little shy at Giusti’s, other members were 
found around the corner at Wimpy’s Restaurant and Bar enjoying 
a pre-event lunch.  After lunch, most of us picked our own way 
back to B & W Resort to get ready for the Friday night Woodie 
Whoopie, while Rick Gurries led a small group on a cruise to 
explore the I5 freeway bridge.  They eventually made their way 
back to B & W and now the slips were getting filled up with over 
40 of our classic boats. 

Old and new members alike began to file on to the levy, 
dropping their dish off at the food table and picking up their 
goodie bags.  I hope everyone enjoyed their custom wine bottles 
and Delta Cruise coasters as much as I enjoyed making them.  
Special thanks to Tower Park Resort and members  Gene and 
Carol King and Doug Reed for their contributions to the goodie 
bags.  The evening was wonderful as we all sat overlooking the 
boats at the docks, enjoying the potluck BBQ and libations,  
conversing with old friends and making some new ones. 

Saturday morning got jump started with a continental  
breakfast on the levy, put on by Carol King and Nikki Robertson.  
Tim Stapleton organized our poker run, and Wayne Mooers and I 
led the parade of boats through 
our cruise route and run.  This 
wasn’t so easy, as we had to find 
our way through the fields of 
water hyacinth floating  
throughout  the waterways.  The 
start was bumpy and rocky as 
usual but all the boats settled in 
and everyone actually stayed in 
a single file line for the most 
part.  This really made it nice for 
each boat to find and maneuver 
up to the “card boats” to retrieve 
their cards for their poker hand. 
Thank you again to Greg and 
Micki Joseph, Gene and Sue 
Dangel, Chuck Kelley and  
Barbara Walker, and Karen Stapleton for enduring the heat while 
handing out the cards.  The current was ripping past the Dangel’s 
boat so you had to be fast in grabbing your card.   Karen  
Stapelton actually swam out to my boat at Grindstone’s to hand 
us our last card.  I thought she was being really nice but I think 
she was just trying to cool off since it was so dang hot. 

This year we had plenty of docks so we were able to side tie 
all the boats at Grindstone Joe’s private island for our picnic 
lunch.   What a great sight from the deck of the pavilion of 
friends gathering overlooking the docks that were filled with our 
boats and groups playing games on the large lawn out back. Tim 
Stapleton announced the results of the poker run with Fred  
Gellert having the best hand.  Fred took home the wonderful 
prize of a set of custom embroidered towels by Laurie Gurries 
with “Delta Cruise 2014” on them.  As everyone left the island 

for their own leisurely cruise back to B & W, Kelly and I stayed 
behind to finish things up on the island and say our good byes to 
the Grindstone Joe’s Directors.  When we went to leave, in that 
short amount of time, the hyacinth had moved back in and  
completely closed off the channel from the island.  With no  
opening out, Kelly had to get up on the bow of the boat and clear 
a path for us to maneuver out of the basin. 

The fun continued back at B & W as we were preparing for 
the Saturday dinner. Some people napped, some people swam and 
others put on a waterskiing demonstration right off the beach.  
Dinner was served and we were treated with a catered BBQ feast 
prepared by “Touch of Mesquite” catering out of Lodi.  I received 
so many compliments on the dinner and how well it was liked.  
The steak, chicken and salmon were delicious.  Thanks to Bob 
Robertson for bringing all of Lou Dobbins’ lanterns and setting 
them up to make the lawn setting environment perfect for our 
dinner. The 80 degree weather at 8:00 pm just added to the  
ambiance. 

After a good night sleep, we started all over again.  A short 
cruise down the Mokelumne River landed us with plenty of  
docking at Moore’s Riverboat Restaurant for brunch.  We just 
can’t get enough of sitting on the deck with a great meal and 
friends over looking all of our beautiful boats.  Some returned to 
B & W afterwards to pull their boats, others continued on their 
venture home, while the rest of us continued on for our Sunday 
cruise. 

14 boats this year set out behind “Swing Shift” captained by 
Gene Dangel.  The weather was very warm and the waters were 
so calm, that we ventured to the main channel of the San Joaquin 
River.  From there, we headed to Three Mile Slough which 
brought us out into the Sacramento River, only to find it just 
about as calm as the San Joaquin.  We went past the old Point 
Restaurant (where we use to do the Sunday brunch) and under the 
Rio Vista Bridge.  Further up we made the turn into Steamboat 
Slough, where we passed residents and campers that got up from 
their lawn chairs to wave and look at our boats.  Back at the  
Sacramento River, we waved good bye to Chuck and Barbara, 
who made the left to head back to their house, and we headed  
down river to Walnut Grove, the home of the much needed “Mels 
Mocha and Ice Cream” parlor.  32 ounce milkshakes were a big 
hit on the menu this year. 

A cruise through the cross channel gates led us by Giusti’s 
and a quick stop at Wimpy’s for a fuel stop.  We then  made our 
way back to B & W to finish off our 3 hour tour (maybe closer to 
4). 

No one person puts on an event like this, and I really need to 
recognize and thank my committee for all of the help they gave 
me:  Ronda Little, Nikki Robertson, Carol King, Jane Bane, Tim 
Stapleton, Gene Dangel, Wayne Mooers, and Kelly Davis.  There 
were others that helped as well that weren’t on the committee, 
and like all of our events, their help was much appreciated.  If 
you’re interested in helping at any of our events, please offer up 
to the chairperson or a board member.  I also want to thank all of 
you who attended Delta Cruise 2014 and I hope to see you again 
next year at Delta Cruise 2015. 

The Delta Cruise is the last ACBS boating event of the sea-
son and what a beautiful  way to spend a weekend and wrap up 
the season. 
 
Layne Davis 
Delta Cruise 
Chairman 
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Bill and Nancy Kehoe brought their family 
along. 

Jane Bane & Ronda Little 
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Dale Reynolds, Jim Robello & Donna 
Reynolds at B&W Resort. 
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 (Article #3) 
By Captain Don Leutz 

Everyone loves a Picnic! – Especially the Annual 
ACBS Awards Picnic at Sugar Pine Point State Park.  
However, over the last few years many of our  
members have seen their boats drift into other boats 
causing a nice relaxing picnic to suddenly become 
very stressful. 
 
I thought that it would be a good idea to review some 
of the basics of Anchoring our valuable classic 
woodies in the hope of giving peace of mind when 
anchoring next year at the ACBS Picnic and at other 
upcoming ACBS events. 
 
Anchors come in many 
different types and sizes to 
choose from, each de-
signed for use on a par-
ticular type of bottom.  
Using the appropriate An-
chor and knowing how to anchor 
will prevent potential collision with 
other boats and keep your boat from 
drifting. 
One of the best Anchors for Lake 
Tahoe, because of its mostly sandy 
bottom, is the Danforth Anchor.  
The Danforth is available in many 
sizes and should be sized to the 
length and size of your boat in order 
to establish the proper amount of 
holding power.   I prefer to go with 
the next larger size Danforth An-
chor to be on the safe side.  In addi-
tion, I usually carry two Danforth 
Anchors when I know that I am go-
ing to be anchoring, especially at 
the ACBS Picnic when there are many 
boats at anchorage.  
 
While this article mainly covers anchoring with a 
Danforth type of anchor, other anchors that may also 
work well at Lake Tahoe are the Grapnel Anchor, 
which works well when the bottom is rocky, or the 

Plow style anchor which digs into a hard or gravel  
bottom.  The Mushroom anchor can also be used for a 
temporary hold in sand or firm mud.   
 
You will also need the proper anchor rode (anchor 
line) that is long enough to provide the necessary 
“scope” for the particular anchorage location.  On  
larger vessels, the anchor rode is generally all chain.  
On smaller vessels, rode usually consists of a  
combination of chain at the Anchor end of the line 
connected to rope line.  Some small vessel operators 
prefer to use all rope line for their anchor rode.  Nylon 
makes a good anchor line because is stretches and acts 
like a shock absorber.  
    
When actually anchoring, begin by locating a spot 
with enough distance from other boats as possible.  A 
good rule of thumb is to 
imagine where your boat 
would go if it was held in 
one place and swung 
around in a circle, which 
could actually happen  
under certain wind condi-
tions.  Use this judgment 
of distance to keep your 
boat away from other 
boats.  The good news, if 
all boats are anchored  
correctly, they would swing in unison,  
maintaining the same distance from each other.   
 
Turn your boat so that the bow is into the wind, if any.  
Make sure that you have tied the anchor to the bow 
using the lifting ring or other available hardware, such 
as a cleat.  You do not want to toss the anchor over-
board until it is tied securely to the boat.   
 
When you have found a good spot in which to anchor, 
ease the anchor overboard, while the engine is running 
so that you can control or move the boat as necessary.  
Let out the anchor line as the anchor lowers to the  
bottom.  Once is hits bottom, slowly back the boat as 

Danforth 

Grapnel 

Mushroom 
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you “pay” out (let out) the anchor line.   
The most important thing is to be sure that you have 
let out enough “scope” of the anchor line.  This means 
that you let out the anchor line at least seven to ten 
times as long as the distance from the boat’s bow to 
the bottom of the water.  For example, if the distance 
from the bow to the bottom of the lake is ten feet, 
then you would need 70 to 100 feet of line.  At a 

twenty foot depth, you would need double the amount 
of line.  Lake Tahoe’s depth can be deceiving as the 
water is crystal clear, so be sure you let out enough 
line.  When in doubt, more line is better than too short 
of a line.   
 
The Anchor must have enough line to “bite” into the 
sandy bottom at an angle.  If the line is too short, the 
line actually pulls up on the anchor, not allowing it to 
grab hold in the manner for which it was designed.  
You must have enough line out for the anchor to hold 
properly.  Most of the time, boats that drag their  
anchor do not have enough line out for the anchor to 
work properly.   
 
 
Once you are confident that you have “paid” out 
enough line, tie off the line to the boat’s cleat or lift 

ring.  Then, don’t be too anxious to leave the boat.  

Stand watch for a period of time to be sure the anchor 
is doing its job and not letting the boat drift into other 
boats, other obstructions or run aground.  Give the 
anchor line a few of tugs to be sure that the anchor is 
set and holding the boat securely in place. 
 
If you have a second anchor, now is the time to set the 
aft anchor.  The Aft Anchor will help keep the boat 
from swinging into other boats. (Note that if yours is 
the only boat with a bow and stern anchor, nearby 
boats with only a bow anchor could swing into your 
boat if the wind shifts. )  
 
Once on shore enjoying the picnic, periodically take a 
look at your boat to see that it is staying in place.  A 
good way of doing this is to check the position of the 
boat by comparing to a couple of landmarks to see if 
boat has moved. Also check the position of nearby 
boats, even if your boat is solidly anchored you may 
need to help a fellow boater who’s anchor is drifting 
to avoid collisions. 
 
After the picnic, when you arrive back at your boat 
when everyone is safely on board, start your engine 
and move slowly toward the anchor.  When the boat is 
over the anchor, stop the boat (not the engine) and lift 
the anchor.  Once the anchor is on board, stow it and 
its rode properly so that it is ready for the next picnic 
or for any emergency requiring an anchor.  
  
When anchoring properly, by using the right anchor, 
line and maintaining the appropriate “scope” your  
future outings should be much less stressful, safer and 
more enjoyable. 
 
See you on the Lake! 
      

A long enough rode allows the anchor flukes to bite into the bottom. 
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Join us as we  
celebrate the fun, 
friendship and  
camaraderie that  
symbolizes ACBS. 
Friends, great food, 
wine, cocktails, cars, 
fauna and flora; we will 
make it all happen. We just need YOU to make it 
complete.  

The first social weekend of ACBS is right 
around the corner, on April, 10th, 11th and 12th. 
Save the date, reserve your room and come  
prepared to have Fun!  Invitations will be in  
Western Wood and on Website soon. But you 
might as well start getting excited.  

Friday evening check into your beautiful suite 
at The Oceano Hotel and Spa with gorgeous 
water views, fireplaces, flat screen TVs, and  

soaking tubs. But don’t get too comfortable in your 
room as cocktail hour starts at 5 at The Moss 
Beach Distillery in Moss Beach with a scrumptious 
dinner following at 6. There are rumors afloat that 
the restaurant is haunted and a blue lady once in a 
while makes an appearance. Blue Ladies leave us 
cold, but invitations have been sent to other ghost 
celebrities. So we may have a sighting of Elvis, 
James and Marilyn. No last names please as they 
wish to remain anonymous. After dinner the fun  
continues back at the hotel with more libations,  
culinary delights and no worries about driving under 
the influence.   

Oceano Hotel and Spa, reservations under 
Antique and Classic Boat Society, 179.00 a night 
for suites, 650-726-5400. 19 of the 31 blocked 
rooms have already been taken. Don’t delay making 
your hotel reservations. 

Saturday starts with a mandatory four mile hike 
on the water front. Oops! I made a mistake. That is 
another group. Our Saturday starts with a leisurely 
car cruise to Filoli Gardens, where we will tour the 
gardens, and also the gorgeous 48 room mansion 
where the TV Drama, Dynasty was filmed and have 
lunch there. 

After lunch the fun 
continues with a visit to 
Dick De Luna’s Pri-
vate Car collection, aka 
the Toy Box.  A per-
sonal collection that 
features many styles 
and models and spans 
years. 



 

Western Wood Page 15  

 

Welcome new members 
Brian and Margaret Ferrin  
of Sonoma, CA 
Manoj and Heidi Kashyap  
of Pleasanton, CA 
Miles Kashyap  
of Pleasanton, CA 
Conner Kashyap  
of Pleasanton, CA 
Gary Kuntz and Laurie Laikam  
of Danville, CA 
Bruce and Marci Millar  
of Walnut Creek, CA 
Earl Mathiesen  and Natalie Sullivan 
of Emeryville, CA 
Shaynee Rosen  
of  Los Angeles, CA 
Steve and Terri Rovarino  
of Reno, NV 
Steve and Cindy Scott  
of Sacrament, CA 
Cristi Thomas  
of Red Bluff, CA 

The Northern California / Lake Tahoe Chapter of the Antique 
& Classic Boat Society invites you to attend the 2015 South 
Lake Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic. For the eighth year, our 
chapter will host a boat show for charity at the Tahoe Keys 
Marina in South Lake Tahoe on July 24th and 25th, 2015. 
This year’s theme, “50’s & Fins”, will honor those boats built 
between 1950 and 1959 as well as any boats that were built 
with fins.  The 1950s brought us wonderful finned cars, rock 
& roll, the Chris Craft Cobra & Silver Arrow, the Arena Craft 
Barracuda, Elvis, James Dean, Ann Margaret and Marilyn 
Monroe. The feeling and spirit that we grew up with in this 
magical decade will never die!  Let’s help to keep the feeling 
alive by really getting into the spirit of the era this year. 
Come join us for this fun and informative weekend. Boat 
Registration includes launching, trailer valet, three (3) nights 
docking fees (Thursday, Friday, Saturday), two - 2 day boat 
show passes, goodie bag with complimentary Korbel spar-
kling wine, one boat show hat & shirt, and access to the Boat 
Owner VIP room, and other goodies.  
 
Become a show sponsor with some very unique perks to en-
sure you enjoy everything this spectacular show has to offer. 
Sponsorship includes all the boat registration benefits PLUS 
one (1) 2-day parking pass for one vehicle inside the conven-
iently located designated VIP area (NO in/out privileges), two 
(2) passes to the Korbel CA Champagne Lounge* for Fri. & 
Sat.,  Sponsorship recognition in the Program and one (1)  
Commemorative Limited Edition 2015 Show Poster. This is 
the minimum. See the sign–up sheets for all the possibilities. 
Your sponsorship will benefit the Antique & Classic Boat 
Society which donates the show's proceeds to a variety of 
Lake Tahoe marine based non-profit organizations.  
 
This year’s show will see some changes to the after-show 
schedule of events. We will be featuring: 
 
Friday July 24th, 6pm - "Elvis Turns 80" – Our annual theme 
dinner at the Pope Estate. Note the NEW night. Dress as your 
favorite 50s celebrity. 
Saturday July 25th -  Open at this time. But stay tuned for 
further developments! 
Sunday July 26th, 11am - "Annual Chapter Picnic and 
Awards Ceremony" - Sugar Pine Point State Park. Bring your 
boat by water or land. Guests welcome. 
 
Sign-ups for these events can be done on the boat show web-
site: www.tahoewoodenboats.com.  Boat and sponsorship 
registration can be done by mailing the forms or on the web-
site. 
 
Early Bird Sign-up Special: Register your boat before March 
31, 2015 and pay $140 (regular price $160) and receive 2 
additional show tickets. 
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Safety First! (Article #4) 
By Captain Don Leutz 
 
For this article, I thought I would focus on a couple of 

new California Boating Laws and Rules on Vessel Opera-
tion that went into effect in California as of January 1, 
2015. 

The new law garnering the most attention toward the 
end of the legislative session in Sacramento in 2014 was 
Senate Bill 941. The law became effective Jan. 1, 2015. 
For the next two years, California’s Division of Boating 
and Waterways (Cal Boating) will develop a vessel  
operator education program, which applies exclusively to  
operators of engine propelled vessels. 

Once the program is fully developed by 2018, the 
requirement to pass an exam and obtain a Vessel Opera-
tor Card would be phased in over eight years as follows:  

 January 1, 2018 Persons 20 years of age or 
younger 

 January 1, 2019 Persons 25 years of age or 
younger 

 January 1, 2020 Persons 35 years of age or 
younger 

 January 1, 2021 Persons 40 years of age or 
younger 

 January 1, 2022 Persons 45 years of age or 
younger 

 January 1, 2023 Persons 50 years of age or 
younger 

 January 1, 2024 Persons 60 years of age or 
younger 

 January 1, 2025 All persons regardless of age 
 

Once issued, a CVOC (California Vessel Operator 
Card) remains valid for a boat operator's lifetime.  

In addition to developing regulations, Cal Boating 
would also be allowed to establish a fee for the operator 
card. 

 Per the language in SB 941, the following persons 
will not be required to have a CVOC to operate a  
motorized vessel on California waterways when the  
requirements go into effect beginning in January 2018:  

 A person who is a resident of a state other than 
California who is temporarily operating a vessel 
in California for less than 60 days and meets the 
boating requirements, if any of his/her state. 

 A person who is a resident of a country other 
than the United States who is temporarily  
operating a vessel in California for less than 90 
days and meets the boating requirements, if any 
of his/her country. 

 A person operating a vessel while under the  
direct supervision of a person 18 years of age or 
older who is in possession of a CVOC issued by 
DBW. 

 A person operating a vessel in an organized  
regatta or vessel race, or water ski race. 

 A person operating a rental vessel. 
 A person who is in possession of a current  

commercial fishing license. 
 A person who is in possession of a valid marine 

operator license, for the waters upon which the 
licensee is operating, issued by the United State 
Coast Guard, or who is in possession of a valid 
certificate issued pursuant to the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification 
and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as 
amended. 

 A person who has successfully completed a  
boating course approved by the Commission on 
Peace Officer Standards and Training. 
 

 DBW is reviewing the newly adopted law to determine 
whether they will accept proof of passing a boater educa-
tion course that was taken prior to the requirement being 
phased in beginning in January 2018. Boat operators may 
take a course now, but there is no guarantee that it will be 
accepted by DBW in order to receive a CVOC when the 
CVOC requirement goes into effect January 1, 2018.  

However, DBW strongly recommends that all persons 
that operate a boat take a safety course. Some safety 
courses can be found on www.dbw.parks.ca.gov.  

Another new law affecting California boaters is SB 
1162.  The Bill, which also went into effect on January 1, 
2015, reclassifies several boating-related violations as in-
fractions instead of misdemeanors, including: 

 mooring a boat to a beacon or buoy that is not 
designated for mooring; 

 exceeding the 5 miles-per-hour speed limit when 
within 200 feet of a marina; 

 towing a water skier without a spotter. 
 

For further information on both of these new laws and 
others go to the Cal Boating Website at:  

http://www.dbw.ca.gov/  
See you on the Lake! 
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For Sale 
1948 Chris Craft 17' Deluxe Runabout 
1950 Chris Craft 19' Racing Runabout 
1947 Chris Craft 22' Sportsman 
1965/66 Chevy 427 Engine. Never started since new. 
All boats totally restored and show winners. 
For information contact Bill @ 916-652-4689 

For Sale 
1937 Gar Wood 25 ft Triple Cockpit Runabout. Sierra 
Sue Hull #6110, Concourse de Elegance "Best of Show" 1999, 
new Volvo Penta 454 engine, original Chrysler Majestic engine 
available, Priced to sell at $225,000.00. Contact Don at  
916-765-1517 or smithdon1315@gmail.com. 

For Sale 
1960 Chris Craft Continental 18 ft– Original Chris 
283 engine, West system bottom. Full waterline cover. 
Convertible top. A nice clean running boat. 
$8,500.00 call Don 530-344-9316. 

For Sale 
1964 Chris-Craft 21' Sportsman 
Lapstrake plywood utility, 283 V-8.  
See page 506 in The Essential Guide.  
Needs some wood replacement and refastening. Extras 
available. Includes Float-On double-axle aluminum trailer, 
aluminum wheels + spare, disc brakes. Dual air-horn set-
up, complete, never mounted. As purchased new from 
Classic Boating Magazine. 
Jim Guigli  jimguigli@sbcglobal.net  916-488-7448 

For Sale 
Show winning 1956 Chris Craft  
23’ Continental 
It’s Hull 23-086 with factory optional 3/4 mid-ship seat 
and original MCL 175HP engine.  A 2012 Lake Tahoe Con-
cours d’Elegance First Place boat and also a 2012 Tahoe 
ACBS Wooden Boat Classic First Place winner.  “Fallon” 
appeared on the September/October 2011 cover of Classic 
Boating and appears in the 2013 Classic Boating Calendar.  
New no-leak fiberglass bottom in 2011 and 8 additional 
coats of varnish. This is an extraordinary 23’ Continental 
that needs absolutely nothing.  Full cover and EZ Loader 
dual axle trailer.  Great family or cocktail boat.  Show it 
and win!  $49,000 or best offer.  Call 510 644 9350  
or jamestaylor007@gmail.com 

For Sale 
1967 Riva Junior #141, excellent restore 2012,  
please look at our website Rivawoodenboats4sale.com 
1951 CC Racing runabout R-19-343, recent 1st in class at 
Tahoe Concours $64000 
Call Bob, 530-470-8785, Drobertson530@comcast.net 

For Sale  
Chrome octagonal gas cap with vent hole on top. Excellent 
condition, 2 years old for early Chris craft or? $50.00 or best 
offer. Choke cable with chrome knob with large C on knob.  
Excellent condition. 2 years old for 40's /50's Chris Craft or? 
$75.00 or best offer. Call Peter 415 518 2720 

For Sale 
1973 41' Chris Craft F.D. Motor Yacht. Great condition, 2 
Ford 8 300 engines, GPS, wonderful interior.  2 staterooms 
(sleeps 6) , 2 full heads, salon and galley.  Enclosed aft deck. 
Many extras. $45,000.   Contact Gail at (530) 673-3584. 

Please contact the editor at lee.chase@comcast.net to place or remove a Trading Dock ad. 

For Sale 
1963 Century Resorter,17' . Totally original, Tahoe Concours 
winner 1989. Ford interceptor 360/220 hp. 1987 survey-$15,000. 
Asking $9000.  
 jjchilders@surewest.net; 916-456-9941. Ask for Jim 

For Sale  
1978 Riva St. Tropez, this is the fiberglass version of the Super 
Aquarama. Only 300 were ever produced worldwide. Very origi-
nal boat with only 470 hours. $65,000. Call Marty Feletto at 
(916) 765-1234. 

For Sale  
1956 Besotes 20’ Golden Arrow.  Concours show  
condition.  One of only two 20’ v-drive models custom built by 
the Besotes Bros. in 1956.  Original Tahoe boat ordered new by 
Fred Gellert in 1956.  Restored to perfection by Besotes expert 
Jack Greenhalgh with many first place awards at Lake Tahoe 
wooden boat shows.  Very high performance 390 CI Cadillac 
engine with two four barrel carbs., roller cam, etc.  very fast , 
comfortable boat!  Includes original tandem axle Besotes Bros. 
custom trailer.  A piece of Lake Tahoe performance boat  
history!  $45,000  Contact Paul Mehus 408-639-1272 or 
paul@mehus.com 
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