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Western Wood is published quarterly – Winter, Spring, 
Summer, and Fall for mailing to over 600 members of 
our Northern California / Lake Tahoe Chapter.  Your 
advertising dollar takes your business to the center of 
the select Northern California classic boating community 
and activities. 
 2016 Rates:  Color  Web ad 
 Business Card  4 times $250 $75 
 (2 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $75 $25 
 Quarter Page  4 times $500 $150 
 (4 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $150 $50 
 Half Page   4 times $800 $250 
 (4 1/2 x 71/2”)  1 time $250 $75 
 Full Page  4 times $1600 $350 
 (9 1/2 x 7 1/2”)  1 time $500 $100 
 
Inquire To: Virginia Gompertz 
  virginia@bellaombra.com  

At our Annual Membership Meeting in November, the ACBS 
NC/LT membership elected the 2018 slate of Officers and  
Directors as follows: 

OFFICERS  
President:     Layne Davis 
1st VP:      Robert Gaestel 
2nd VP:     Don Leutz 
3rd VP:     Virginia Gompertz 
Secretary:   Jane Bane 
Treasurer:   Jared Hein 
DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
Immediate Past President:  Debra Dobbins 
Editors, Western Wood:   Lee and Sandy Chase 
Director of Information Services:  Sandy Chase 
Director of Advertising:   Virginia Lukkes 
Director of Philanthropy:   Rich Fisher 

 

Class of 2018 Directors  
Heidi Kashyap 
Joel Castro 
Annie Hill 
Dave Lyon 
Class of 2019 Directors  
Miles Kashyap 
Pat Butler  
Bill Means 
Gordon Kirkland 

Class of 2020 Directors 
Lew Dobbins 
Barbara Foster  
Doug Reed 
Doug Shone 

Orders can be placed with Barbara Foster by e-mail: 
barbara4acbs@gmail.com  
or call 925-989-3626 
Spell your name as you want it on the badge and say what 
kind of a clip you want magnet or pin.  
Thanks Barbara 

More Information on: 
 Bass Lake– May 18-20 
 Wood & Glory– page 17 
 Runabouts on the 

River– page 10 
 Woodie Whoopies– page 7 
 Lake Shasta Rendezvous– pg 6 

 Delta Cruise– Oct 5-7 

One of the best of the events of the year is coming again.  
The annual Delta Cruise is scheduled for October 
5,6,&7 2018 centered at the B&W Resort in Isleton.  
Lots of good boating, fun and food so remember to save 
the date.  More info will be coming soon. 
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WESTERN WOOD is the Quarterly newsletter of the 

Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter, of The Antique and 
Classic Boat Society, Inc. and is published for the benefit of 

Chapter members.  Publication dates are... 
 May-Spring  Deadline: April 15 

 August-Summer  Deadline: July 15 

 November-Fall  Deadline: October 15 
 February-Winter  Deadline: January 15 

The newsletter is available on our website: www.acbs-tahoe.org 
Questions, articles for publication, advertisements and letters to 

the editor, etc. should be sent to... 

westernwood@acbs-tahoe.org 
lee.chase@comcast.net 
sandy-chase@comcast.net  

 
You can never just put a boat in the water for the first time 

and expect to just go. Despite a newly rebuilt engine, replacing 
all the rubber hoses, and testing thoroughly in the driveway, the 
boat still found ways to give trouble.  

With Layne Davis helping, we put the boat in at B&W on 
the Delta for the first in water test. The boat started right up, and 
we took off skimming over the water effortlessly. But then  
heading back to the dock to pick up Jared Hein, who arrived too 
late for the first run, the engine sputtered and we limped in.  

Lifting the engine cover revealed two things, water was 
spraying all over the engine and carburetor gasket was blown. 
The water was caused by a split water hose on the engine. Yes, 
one of the new ones that replaced a perfectly good old one just to 
be cautious. After messing around for a while, in an effort to get 
back under way, we finally determined that it was better to pull 
it out and fix it at home. 

At home I consulted with the carburetor shop who  

immediately recognized that I needed a carburetor adaptor 
plate. Apparently, everybody but me knows that. Fortunately, 
the adapter only cost $20 and revealing how little I know 
about motors. As far as the split hose goes, I put the old one 
back on. It seems to be made of sturdier stuff than the new 
one. 

With Layne, Jared opted out, we went back to the Delta 
ready to test again. The boat started right up, and we took off 
skimming over the water effortlessly. We almost made it to 
Giusti’s in Walnut Grove before it sputtered. The good news 
was that the carburetor gasket was fine. The bad news was 
that we couldn’t go faster than an idle. It took a while, but we 
got back to the dock OK.  

Back at home I traced out the whole fuel system and 
discovered that the fuel pump was clogged up with debris. 
The boat seller had replaced the fuel pump but didn’t have a 
filter in front of it. I installed a filter as soon as I got the boat, 
but that was apparently too late. So, it was an easy fix, just 
install a new fuel pump. 

Back at the Delta with Layne, Jared and Norm Kitching 
this time, we launched again. The boat started right up, and we 
took off skimming over the water effortlessly. The good news 
is that we made it all the way to Giusti’s. The bad news is that 
we discovered water was spraying all over the engine, and to 
add to the fun, 2 out of 3 bilge pumps failed (you can never 
have too many bilge pumps). You probably have guessed 
what happened, a new water hose 
failed. This time I had brought all 
the old sturdier hoses with me, so 
we were able to stop the leaking 
and bail out the boat before it 
sank.  

We also discovered that 
Giusti’s stops serving lunch at 
1:30pm. We were able to mitigate 
this sad situation by fearlessly 
continuing on to Wimpy’s, where 
they were happy to serve us a late lunch. With full stomachs 
and a boat that floats and runs, life was looking good. We 
made it back to B&W without problems. I think I might be 
ready for summer boating, fingers crossed of course. 
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We just returned from a great weekend in Cambria on the 
central coast.  Special thanks to Sandy and Lee Chase, and Jared 
Hein for all the help they gave Kelly and me in putting this 
Spring Fling Event on.  I wasn’t sure how the turnout was going 
to be due to the long drive from Northern California, but our 
members came out in force, like they usually do.  Dinner Friday 
night at the Cambria Pub and Steakhouse was a success and how 
about those cuts of Prime Rib.  The Cambria Pines Lodge turned 
out to be a wonderful venue for us.  We had a lot of fun with the 
table decorations, dinner and the marriage proposal between 
Steve Hodorowski and Jane Bane.  I was honored to be able to 
play a very tiny part in helping Steve set it up.   We celebrated 
more by dancing the night away.  We also enjoyed the Hearst 
Castle, lunch on the beach, and the Piedras Blancas Lighthouse 
but you’ll hear all about those places in the article on Spring 
Fling. 

Your board met again Sunday morning and all of our 
events are in full swing for this year.  Our first boating event is 
coming up in a couple weeks at Bass Lake.  Chairman Bobby 
Gaestel and Teri Parker have been working very hard and assure 
me that it is going to be a fun and entertaining event. I know it 
will be because they always do a fantastic job.  Free boat rides 
to the public will be offered for the first time and were excited 
to see how this works for future events.  So pull your boats out 
of winter storage, get them ready, maybe start it in the driveway 
(if you have a hose hook up or fake a lake type thing), get your 
safety gear, shine ‘em up and meet us at Bass Lake. 

Next up, after Bass Lake, is Wood and Glory at Clear 
Lake.  Jim Robello and Barbara Foster have all kinds of things 
in store for us so hopefully we’ll see you all there.  Be sure to 
sign up now, you don’t want to miss out. 

Later in the year will be the Lake Shasta Rendezvous (Sept 
6-9), Delta Cruise (Oct 5-7) and all the Woodie Whoopies 
(June,July,Aug). Barbara Foster and Jane Bane are already  
making plans for the annual meeting in November.  Be sure to 
check on line or in Western Wood for all the details. 

We are currently beginning to put together a new event for 
this year.  We are putting on a boat show on the San Joaquin 
River at the Stockton Sailing Club.  It has been to our board for 
approval and to the board of the Sailing Club for approval, save 
the date of July 28, 2018.  The Stockton Sailing Club has a 
beautiful facility right on the river and has welcome arms for 
our club to come there.  We’re looking to have people bring in 
their boats either Friday night or Saturday morning.  The show 
will be free to the public and a bbq lunch will be available for 
purchase.  Later in the evening will be a dinner for our members 
at the Sailing Clubhouse that you can sign up for.  Sunday, for 
those that stay, looks like it will be a casual boat on your own 
day.  There are hotels close by and all the details will be coming 
soon.  Be sure to watch the web site for more info or give us a 
call.  Due to the short time until the event, planning and things 
will be happening fast.   More to come! 

Kelly and Layne Davis 

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call me or 
shoot me an email.  If you haven’t met any new members this 
year, make sure you introduce yourself at one of the events.  If 
you know of any fun people, with or without a classic boat, 
give them an application, and as always, bring your family. 

Layne Davis 
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By Don Leutz, Membership Chair 
 

Please join me in welcoming our newest Members to the 
Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter of ACBS: 

 
John & Patricia Carapet – Belvedere, CA 
Mark & Heather Manes – Alameda, CA 
David & Pam Fletcher – Fair Oaks, CA 
 
 
As of this writing, we have 478 active members and 77 

Lapsed Members in the last 24 months, for a Total Membership 
of 555.  Please encourage your fellow members to renew their 
memberships so they don’t miss out on our many fun activities. 
When you receive your membership renewal notice, please take 
the opportunity to renew on the ACBS Website, www.acbs.org, 
or give me a call at 916-681-4751 or email me at 
leutz@inreach.com and I will help you with the renewal  
process.   

 
As you may recall, we have been working on preparing a  

Membership Packet to give out to any of our members  
requesting them.  In the packet are the new Remittance  
Envelope Membership Application, a post card listing our 
member events for 2018 and Membership Business card.  This 
information is placed in a plastic Zip-Lock Bag so that one can 
keep dry in a glove compartment of a car or boat and given to 
perspective new members when one is asked about their boat or 
the ACBS organization.  Should you wish to have a  
Membership Packet available, please let me know or stop by 
the ACBS Membership Booth at our Bass Lake and Wood and 
Glory events or our booth at the Lake Tahoe Concours  
d’Elegance.  These packets would also be beneficial to hand out 
at other events such as car shows, parades, other gatherings, etc. 
Remember, you do not have to own a boat to join the Chapter 
and have great fun at our many and varied events. 

 
We have also been considering offering free Boat Rides to 

the public at some of our events such as Bass Lake, Wood ‘N 
Glory, etc. This is another way in which we can stimulate 
Membership and get people interested in our classic boating 
hobby. It is another opportunity to give out a Membership 
Packet as well.  Please see additional information on this  
proposed Boat Ride Program in my Safety article elsewhere in 
this edition of Western Wood.  

 
For additional information on Membership and  

applications, check out local Chapter Website at  
www.acbs-tahoe.org or contact me at 916-681-4751 or 
leutz@inreach.com.  
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Make sure you set your course for Lakehead, Lake 
Shasta, in Northern California this coming September 7‐
9.  Most people decide to come a day or two early and 
stay thru Monday morning, since it is a bit of a drive up 
North, so check out your calendar! Rick and Laurie  
Gurries began this fun boat rendezvous seven years ago 
as a way of showing their boating friends some of their 
favorite places on their favorite lake. The Shasta  
Rendezvous is a very low‐key way to do lots of boating 
and swimming over the course of a few days when the 
weather is generally gorgeous, the lake is as warm as a 
bathtub and the summer crowds are gone as Labor Day 
Weekend has already passed. We’ll raft our boats  
together and drift on the water as we forget our cares 
and laze away in the sun! 
 

We believe this year we’ll have our potluck meals  
centered around Tsasdi Resort, where most of the  
attendees stay. If you don’t have a place to stay yet, 
don’t hesitate to phone Scott or Julie at Tsasdi Resort, 
(530) 238‐2575. They may still have some room. Also call 
Laurie at (707) 888‐9171 (note: use this number, previ‐
ous number on event post card is incorrect), as she 
knows someone who may still have room in their large 
modular unit. We have such fun at this friendly boater’s 
rendezvous, we hope that you decide to head on up and 
check out our fun! There is also other lodging available in 
the area if Tsasdi Resort is fully booked. Try phoning 
Sugarloaf Cottages Resort at (530)238‐2448. If you join us 
once, you’ll be a regular for years to come! 
 
Happy Boating from Rick and Laurie Gurries 



 

Western Wood Page 7  

 

 

acbs-tahoe.org 

Summer is coming soon and that means it is time for our  
frequent evening Woodie Whoopie gatherings at Tahoe.  The 
first one is Saturday June 23rd at Mary Jo Shepherd’s home at 
6220 McKinney Drive, Homewood, California.  Their home is at 
the south end of Homewood across the highway from Chambers 
Lodge, on the west shore.  The subsequent gatherings are on 
Friday evenings.   All ACBS members and their friends are in-
vited to attend these low key events. 

 We start about 5 PM and adjourn at about dusk.  BYOB 
and bring a pot luck dish to share.  We encourage you to  
purchase some raffle tickets during the evening as the funds  
allow us to purchase charcoal, ice and other supplies.  We  
purchase gift certificates, wine and other items for the raffle and 
some wine and other items are donated to give the raffle some 
variety.  Donations are always appreciated. 

The Club trailer with our tables, BBQs and supplies will be 
at these events.  Please bring some chairs if at all possible.   We 
can always use some help with set up at 4:15PM. 

 We thank the homeowners for making the various  
facilities available to us. 

 
Please mark your calendars: 
June 23 – Shepherd’s, 6220 McKinney Dr., Homewood 
July 20- Olympic Beach HOA  -Use the gravel  
driveway across from 619 Olympic, Tahoe City 
August 3 – Atkinson’s- 4870 No. Lake Blvd, Carnelian  
Bay. (We encourage wearing green for this Irish themed  
evening at Bernie and Carol Atkinson’s home.) 
August 17 – Turner’s -4860 West Lake Blvd,  
Homewood 

 
Contact Rich if you have any questions about the Woodie 
Whoopies. 

    Rich Fisher   c. 925 525 5428    
 rich.fisher34@yahoo.com 
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It was a dark and stormy night, or at least that was the 
forecast. All week we heard predictions of an atmospheric river 
of rain and flash floods. Fortunately, Cambria welcomed us with 
typical spring weather, some sun, some light rain, but the wet 
conditions couldn’t dampen our enchanted weekend.  Since 
Spring Fling is our first event of the year we enjoyed warm  
greetings with friends whom we haven’t seen since last summer. 

 
After checking in at the Cambria 
Pines Lodge, we congregated at 
the Cambria Pub and Steakhouse 
for cocktails and a great dinner 
on Friday evening. Our well fed 
crew was then briefed about the 
activities planed for the next day.  
 

If you’ve never gone to Hearst Castle, you don’t know what 
you’re missing.  Not only did we visit the Castle but we  
experienced one enjoyable event after another with our ACBS 
family.  Well planned by President Layne Davis, his wife Kelly, 
and Sandy Chase, Spring Fling got us involved in and around 
Cambria, CA, along the beautiful, green hills and ocean views of 
the Central Coast.  

 
Early Saturday morning after breakfast at Cambria Pines Lodge, 
we grabbed our umbrellas and headed to the visitor center at 
Hearst Castle. First we viewed a wide screen movie about Hearst 
and his dream for the Castle. Then we took the bus ride up to the 
Castle for the “Grand Room Tour” where we saw William 
Randolph Hearst’s magnificent castle, gardens, and pools.  He 
was an avid collector accumulating unique and beautiful antiques 
including works of art from around the world, tapestries which 

were Hearst’s  
favorites because they 
tell a story, 3,000 
years-old Egyptian 
artifacts, and fabulous 
wooden European 
ceilings, one of which 
was 200 years old 
when Columbus first 
came to America.   
 

The enormous 
outdoor  
Neptune Pool 
and the striking 
indoor Roman 
Pool with its 
gold leaf and 
turquoise  
translucence 
were  
jaw-dropping.   
You try to  
collect and 

store them in your mind in order to picture them when needed.  
Famous architect, Julia Morgan, partnered with Hearst for over 
28 years in creating the distinguished castle and coordinating 
with precision all of its contents. We also learned about 
Hearst’s father who established the mighty fortune through 
silver, copper and gold mining and then purchasing many acres 
in California during the time of the gold rush.  Hearst’s mother 
was an educator, philanthropist, woman’s advocate of early 
years and a positive influence to many.  
 
Almost  
miraculously, on 
cue the rain 
stopped and the sun 
broke through for 
our picnic lunch 
across Highway 1 
from the Castle.  
On our drive north, 
but before we got 
to the Piedras  
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Blancas Light Station we 
passed a large rookery of 
elephant seals.  These are 
enormous animals but easily 
disturbed which is why they 
are a protected species; 
however, they have made a 
healthy comeback. 

Our Light Station tour educated us on many aspects of keeping 
a Lighthouse and Station in good order: various lighting and 
tools used over the years from its inception, up keep of the 
buildings, repair and replacement of the delicate lenses and 
how they work, restoration of the native foliage surrounding 
the station, and encouraging endowments to fund the projects.  
One docent told us that this spot on the coast is one of the best 
for sighting gray whale mothers and calves traveling north, and 
because they have a safe area in which to rest, they come in 
close to shore.  In fact, 
there were 4 people  
attending the whale 
lookout station that day, 
counting and reporting 
the numbers during the 
March and April  
migration.  Some of us 
were treated to a won-
derful display of  
porpoises swimming 
close to shore. 
  
The busy day ended with dinner at Cambria Pines Lodge. The 
highlight was a fiercely competitive table decoration  
competition, organized around a boating/water theme.  It was 
unbelievable how much effort the teams put into the table 
decorations. First place 
went to Debra Dobbins’ 
team who orchestrated 
her idea of a deep sea set 
complete with octopus, 
made by Cheryl Caplan. 
What may have tipped 
the scale were goggles 
for each place setting 

brought in by Marie 
O’Rourke, real bubbles 
floating above, truffle sea 
shells, and team member 
Jared Hein helping on the 
side.   Also winning 
awards were Joel Castro 

who had researched 
and created intricate 
light houses for each 
place at his table, and 
Barbara Foster for her 
swimmer who was 
being accompanied by 
two woodies crossing 
Lake Tahoe.  All the 

tables were cleverly designed and added to the festive event.  
 
Wine tasting…views of the Calif coast at its best…learning 
about California’s past…good meals, great friends, and lots of 
laughter.   Doesn’t get much better than that!  

   
  
  
 

Jane Bane couldn’t look more surprised by the  
engagement ring presented to her by Steve Hodorowski! 
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De
bra 
Do
bbi

  
The Stockton Sailing Club contacted us a couple of months ago asking if we would like to have a boat show at their facility.  

A group of us went to check out the location.  We were very warmly greeted and were impressed with the facility.  They really 
want us.  It is so nice to be wanted.  The cost is very affordable with  a launch fee of $15, an entry fee of $30 per boat and Satur-
day night BBQ Ribs dinner at $25 a person.  We had a board meeting to vote on doing a boat show and it passed. 

The plans are for a one day show.  Boats can arrive Friday night, be launched and kept at the Sailing Club Facility until 
Sunday morning. The facility is a gated facility with ample docks for our antique and classic boats.. The sailing club will be of-
fering a BBQ lunch for sale on Saturday.  We will have a dinner for our members on Saturday evening in their club house. If you 
decide to stay until Sunday, it will be a boat on your own type of day.  
 

This just came about so you need to sign up soon. More info will follow so watch your email and check the website. 

Most of all, SAVE THE DATE of July 28 and don’t miss out on the fun.  
 
Arrangements are being made for group rates at local hotels a very short distance away, but if you are eager, below are the 

hotels that are listed on the Sailing Clubs website, http://www.stocktonsc.org: 
Local Motels/Hotels 

La Quinta -   2710 W. March Ln., Stockton, Ca. 95219 -  209-952-7800 
Comfort Inn -  2654 W. March Ln. , Stockton, Ca. 95207 -  209-478-4300 
Hilton Hotel -  2323 Grand Canal Blvd., Stockton, Ca. 95207 -  209-927-9090 
Residence Inn -  3240 March Ln., Stockton, Ca. 95219 -   209-472-9800 
 

Hope to see you all there. For more info or to volunteer, Call or email 
Layne Davis – 408 – 234-7613 or skip145@aol.com 
Don Leutz  - 916-681-4751 or leutz@inreach.com 
Joel Castro – 209-599-7310 or joelcastro@verizon.net 
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Safety First! –  
“Giving Boat Rides” 

By Captain Don Leutz 
There have been recent discussions by ACBS Board  

Members and committee members regarding the possibility of 
giving Boat Rides to others that are attending an ACBS function.  
It is entirely possible for boat rides to be given but there are  
several things to remember should you decide to volunteer to 
give someone a boat ride, in your boat, at one of our ACBS 
events.  

First and foremost, be advised that it is your personal Boat 
Insurance that covers the ride and riders, so you want to be sure 
you have the proper amount of Liability Insurance to cover any 
riders on your boat.  

Absolutely no money, tips, donation, gift, reimbursement 
for gas money, free lunch, etc. can change hands.  If any  
consideration is paid for a ride, the boat driver/captain must  
possess a valid U.S. Coast Guard License which requires  
extensive education and testing to acquire.  State issued boating 
licenses do not comply with this rule. Any compensation  
received will invalidate the boat owner’s personal insurance.  

A boat owner should be sure that he or she has all the U.S. 
Coast Guard required equipment on board before leaving the 
dock.  This includes the proper size and type Personal Flotation 
Device (life jacket) for every person on board and a Throwable 
Type IV Flotation Device.  It is advisable and good policy that 
all riders as well as the boat operator wear a life jacket.   

Visual Distress Signals, such as flares, orange distress flag, 
distress light and mirror should also be on board along with 
sound producing devices such as a whistle and horn.   

Coast Guard approved hand-portable Type B-I or B-II fire 
extinguishers with mounting bracket are required to be on board 
the vessel in a readily accessible location.  Keep in mind that fire 
extinguisher ratings can be confusing as some are approved for 
several types of fires.  Make sure Type B, Size I or II, is indi-
cated on the extinguisher label. Boats less than 26 feet are  
required to have one Type B-I, 26 feet to 40 feet are required to 
have two Type B-I or one B-II, and 40-65 feet are required to 
have three B-I or one B-II and one B-I.   

I would also recommend that your boat is in good running 
condition, has adequate dock and anchor lines and appropriate 
fenders available while docking.   

Before giving rides and leaving the dock check the  
following: 

  Check to be sure any and all boat plugs are properly 
installed to prevent sinking 

 Test and operate the Bilge pump – Check bilge for 
excessive water 

 Check for proper engine/bilge ventilation 

 Check for leaking hoses or connectors 

 Open Hatch and check fuel system for any leaks – 
“Sniff” for any gasoline smell 

 Check Backfire Flame Control 

 Test navigation and anchor lights 

 Test VHF Marine Radio 

 Test Steering 

 Check all engine fluids 

 Check Electrical System 

 Check for properly operating gauges 

 Top off fuel with fresh gas 

 Check the Weather Forecast 
In addition, your boat should be equipped with a basic 

tool kit, first aid kit, Marine VHF Radio and Cell Phone. 
It is advisable that the boat operator giving the rides is 

familiar with the body of water where the boat ride is taking 
place.   

When giving rides, I would recommend the following 
procedure: 

1. Have a brief session on the dock and give a brief de-
scription and history of the Boat, including manufac-
turer, length, engine size and type, any historic sig-
nificance, etc.  

2. Discuss safety procedures and issue Life Jackets to 
all riders. 

3. Inform riders to keep their hands inside the boat at all 
times to keep from getting injured if a hand or finger 
gets between the dock and boat while maneuvering.  

4. Conduct a “sniff” test, before and after every ride, 
and start the boat engine while riders are still on the 
dock as a safety precaution.  

5. Load the boat in an orderly fashion, demonstrating 
where a rider should put his or her foot, re: the step-
pad. Do not overload the boat.   

6. It is a good practice to have a “First Mate” in the boat 
watching the aft portion of the boat for any problems 
and to help with docking etc. 

7. During the ride, point out any significant sights along 
the way. 

8. After you have returned to the dock, ask for feedback 
from the riders and hand out an ACBS Membership 
Packet. Stress the amount of fun we have as ACBS 
Members and that you do not need to own a Boat to 
be a member of ACBS and to join the fun. 

 
The main thing is to have fun, be safe, and introduce new 

people to our classic boating hobby.       
For more information on Safe Boating, visit: 

www.uscgboating.org.    
See you on the Water!  
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You know when you’re trailering your boat and pull up to a gas 
station or grocery store . . .  OR, you pull up to the dock in your 
boat . . .  and people come up and ask you questions about your 
boat (boating, remember when stories)?  And, you wish you had 
more information about ACBS/our events to give them?  Well, 
now you have all the info you need to give your new friend a 
GREAT LEAVE BEHIND tool to remember us by!  
 

 In this packet (in a water proof zip lock baggie) are the  
following: 

 ACBS Business Cards with your name/contact info 
on them.   
(note:  Some members may prefer the Membership 
Director’s business card instead. Make it available 
too). 

 ACBS PostCards with Event Dates on 1 
side.  Other side has great boating pics. 

 Self addressed envelope w/ Membership  
Application.   
 

 Put the PostCard and Business Card in each envelop.  The 
Membership application is part of the envelope. 

 Simply put one set of packets in your car’s glove box.  Put 
the other one (baggie supplied) in your boat’s glove box. 
Chat up the ACBS, boating, the upcoming events and give your 
new friend a LEAVE BEHIND tool to remember us by!  

 Get your new friend’s name/email/phone number and follow 
up with them.  OR, give your Membership Director the info for 
follow up. 
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A dozen or so boat owners along with many friends joined 
in the fun of the North St. John’s River Cruise in Florida from 
September 25-30. Our seaworthy cruise director, Gerald Dake, is 
a very knowledgeable boat captain who kept us entertained along 
the way. My husband Rick Gurries and I had been guests of Jack 
and Linda Bingham during the Sunnyland Boat Festival while 
staying with them at their home in Umatilla. We had also been 
invited to ride along with Jack and Linda in their Sea Ray to  
experience adventures in route to the lakes and tributaries along 
the St. John’s River. Although the River Run began under storm 
clouds that brought rain, winds and cold temperatures while 
crossing Lake George, luckily the storm clouds abated, and the 
sun came out after the first day. I must admit, the first day’s ride 
was made easier for Linda and me as we road in a warm SUV 
with the shore patrol bringing our luggage from one town to  
another. 

As newbies to this river cruise, we had no idea that the 
main purpose was to experience huge catered buffets done up 
right in the Southern style with either great BBQ fare or  
deep-fried seafood. We boated each day to a different area  
between Palatka, Astor and beyond. Rick and I were amazed that 
although there were huge lakes that we crossed, they were very 
shallow, depths in one of them ran to about 8 feet.  One day we 
crossed Crescent Lake to the cute little town called Crescent 
City, where we enjoyed yet another world class catered buffet 
luncheon in a charming gazebo surrounded by a huge expanse of 
green lawn that ran down to the water’s edge.   

We boated to treasures like DeLeon Springs, where Ponce 
DeLeon discovered his ‘Fountain of Youth’ and then another day 
to Silver Glen Springs where we waded and swam ashore for our 
lunch. The 72-degree waters in these springs were crystal clear 
due to the immense volumes of water which comes rushing up 
through underground aquifers. Some were lucky enough to spot 

manatees in the 
springs. When 
you leave the 
springs, you are 
once again  
surrounded by the 
root beer colored 
waters which are 
colored by the 
tannins in the  
water. Along the 
way each day we 
were searching 
the shoreline for 

gators and turtles.  We spotted dozens of herons, cranes and 
egrets along with many other shore birds. During the week I 
counted about 18 gators, one was at least 12-14 feet long!  Jack 
informed us that for every gator we spied, there were probably 
at least 50 that we didn’t see!  

I also fell in love with all the turtles which were lined up 
on fallen trees looking like World War II helmets carefully 
placed on the logs. We caught sight of the flying fish that  
surprise boaters as they jump into their boats. Some of the  
waterways that we ran through were so shallow that Jack, our 
boat captain, had to keep raising his outdrive, reversing and in 
general trying to keep us out of the black tar mud which lined 
the beds of our route.  

There were still some residual effects of hurricane  
damage from last year’s storm surges. Much of the damage had 
been cleared away and rebuilt, yet in other areas, repairs still 
needed to be tended to. The City of Tavares had lost their boat 
docks in the hurricane, yet they managed the Sunnyland Boat 

Festival very well by  
placing the boats on their 
trailers on the lawns and in 
the parking lots. We met 
some of the most  
endearing people on the 
cruise. Evidently a large 
portion of the Sunnyland 
Boat chapter is made up 
from snowbirds who are 
only in the area during the 
winter. We met people 
from Georgia, Alabama, 
the Carolinas, Tennessee, 
Kentucky and Michigan to 
name a few. Gerald let us 
know that about 200 miles 
were covered by the boats 
during the 5 day cruise!  A 

good time was had by all, you should think about doing this 
enjoyable River Cruise at some point in the future! 

 
Happy Boating from Laurie & Rick Gurries 
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Philanthropy Committee Update 
It’s been a while since we last updated you on the activity 

of the Chapter’s Philanthropy Committee activity and the status 
of the Chapter’s endowment fund.  Formed in 2008, the  
Committee is tasked with the responsibilities of overseeing the 
Chapter’s endowment fund and reviewing and recommending 
grant request to the Board for their approval.  The committee 
consists of Rich Fisher, Steve Caplan, Lew Dobbins, Jared 
Hein, and Jim Robello, with the current 1st Vice President, 
Bobby Gaestel, sitting in for the year.  

By way of background, since 2008 the Chapter’s  
endowment fund has grown to $95,000 as the result of gifts, 
allocation of profit from the South Tahoe Wooden Boat  
Classic, reinvestment of dividends and market appreciation. 
During this same period, the Chapter has made grants from the 
endowment fund totaling $22,000 to various organizations. 

Annually, the Philanthropy Committee solicits grant  
applications for review.  The Committee meets approximately 
3 three times a year to review the applications and make  
recommendations to be presented to the Chapter Board at the  
annual meeting for approval. In making recommendations to 
the Board, the Committee among other things takes into  
account the grantees proposed use of the funds and whether or 
not the organization presenting the application meets the  
criteria as outlined in the Philanthropy Committee’s charter. 

As an ACBS member you can help the committee in two 
ways. First, by identifying organizations that might be potential 
recipients for a grant from the Chapter and encouraging them 
to complete a grant application form. Guidelines for applying 
for a grant and the grant application form can be found at the 
Chapter’s web site at acbs-tahoe.com under Philanthropy  
Overview Documents. Secondly, by helping the Chapter grow 
the endowment fund.  For more information on how members 
can help grow the endowment fund, see the article entitled 
“What Will Your Legacy Be” by Rich Fisher in the adjacent 
column. 

We can all be proud of the support that 
our Chapter of ACBS has granted to the Sea 
Scout troops, the Tahoe Maritime Museum, 
the Thunderbird Preservation Society, and other worthy  
non-profits.  Each year we try to grant a portion of the earnings 
of the endowed funds enabling the Endowment to grow and 
therefore increase support to worthy groups in the future. 

We aim a lot of our philanthropic endeavors toward youth 
groups.  They all deserve to have the equipment, facilities and 
supplies, etc. to succeed in their endeavors.  At the same time, 
this exposes them to ACBS and we can be hopeful that some of 
them will grow with us and possibly be custodians of our  
antique and classic boats in the future. 

If you are interested, there are a few ways that 
you can help us grow our endowment and possibly get 
a tax deduction for your generosity.   

1.Straight forward donations are an immediate  

method of increasing our endowed funds.  If they can 

be matched by an employer, all the better. 

2.Make an annual contribution to the Fund.  

3.Leave a gift in your will or trust to go to the ACBS 

endowment. 

4.Form a Charitable Gift Annuity. 

5.Make a gift of Appreciated Assets – Stocks, 

Bonds, Funds. 

6.IRA Charitable Rollover. 
A gift through your will or trust is a wonderful way of 

ensuring that support of the ACBS-Tahoe Endowment  
continues for future generations.  If you already have a will, 
you can create a simple codicil to easily add a gift to ACBS.  If 
you want to include ACBS in your will or trust please use our 
full legal name:  Antique & Classic Boat Society, Northern 
California/ Lake Tahoe Chapter. 

Perhaps you have a life insurance policy that has out-
lasted is original intended purpose.  You can make the ACBS-
Tahoe Philanthropy Fund the beneficiary with just the change 
of a form.  Or you might choose to sign over a fully paid pol-
icy. 

Your lawyer or estate attorney is best prepared to assist 
you with #3 to #6 above and your tax preparation specialist can 
help with tax related questions and mutually advantageous 
“rollover” benefits.  The I.R.S. recognizes ACBS-Tahoe as a 
tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization.  Our federal 
tax ID number is 77-0466692.  Our mailing address is: ACBS 
NC/LT, c/o J. Hein, 25 Cirtus Ct., Hillsborough, CA 94010. 

Feel free to contact Rich Fisher or Steve Caplan if you 
wish to discuss this further. 

 
Rich.fisher34@yahoo.com scaplan42@gmail.com 
1 925 525 5428  1 408 981 6996 

Your gift to the  
ACBS-Tahoe  
Endowment is a  
wonderful way of  
ensuring continuing 
support of worthy  
organizations into the 
future. 
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It is time for the 20th annual Wood & Glory Antique 
& Classic Boat Gathering on Clear Lake.  As promised, there 
is plenty of water, great weather, and lots of activities for  
everyone.  It’s not too late to join in on our 20th year at Clear 
Lake for the Wood & Glory Annual Gathering of Antique & 
Classic Boats.      

Allen and Donna Thomas (proud owners of Rascal, 
Sweetwater, and Miss Daisy have again asked us to join them on 
kicking off Wood & Glory with a hosted reception at their  
beautiful Corinthian Bay home.  Contributions are matched and 
donated to the non-profit Tango Mike which sends gift packs to 
our troops serving overseas.  THANK YOU Allen & Donna. 

John, Mary, & John Jr. Lahti are for the 20th year 
having us over to their Palace Drive lakefront home for a 
“western themed” Woodie Whoopie pot-luck barbecue.  
Whether you come by boat or by car, our Sea Scouts will be on 
hand to assist.  A BIG THANK YOU to the whole Lahti fam-
ily – you don’t want to miss this one either 

Once again,  Saturday is the big day, starting with 
the “conga-line” cruise from Soda Bay to the Konocti Vista 
Marina where we (dock again with the help of the Sea Scouts) 
in pre-assigned slips for the boat show.  Participant seating is on 
the lawn just above the docks with plenty of shade where they 
can enjoy food and beverage.  Boats are judged rather informally 
by Dave Lyon’s keen eye.  After the show, participants are  
encouraged to cruise around the lake to take in the sights or visit 
some of their ACBS friends around the lake. 

The Saturday  
evening Awards Dinner 
(this year with dancing) at 
the Mount’s beautiful 
Boatique Winery up Red 
Hills Road.  Awards are 
given out for Best of 
Show, Best Chris Craft, 
and Best Century, along 
with a Peoples’ Choice Paddle.  You cannot miss out on this.  
It’s spectacular. 

Sunday is the Fantasy Island Cruise and Picnic on 
Anderson Island.  We are guests of the Yeandle Family who 
have owned the island for about 50 years.  We start with an 
“island cruise” around many of Clear Lake’s islands and end up 
at Anderson island where we anchor off and enjoy our picnic 
lunches listening to the music of the Lake County Diamonds 
on the lower lawn under the giant oak trees 
 

Questions / Contacts: 
Jim Robello Co-Chair, 707-355-2311,   

jimrobello@gmail.com 
Barbara Foster, Co-chair, 925-989-3626,  

barbara4acbs@gmail.com 
 

LETS GO WOOD & GLORY BOATING  
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For Sale 
1937 Gar Wood 25 ft Triple Cockpit Runabout. Sierra 
Sue Hull #6110, Concourse de Elegance "Best of Show" 1999, 
new Volvo Penta 454 engine, original Chrysler Majestic engine 
available, Price greatly reduced to $150,000. Contact Don 
at  916-765-1517 or smithdon1315@gmail.com. 

For Sale 
1938 Chris Craft 21 ft Sportsman. 
70% newly restored from top to bottom. West System bottom. 
Boat is in a bare wood condition. Hull and decks are skinned. All 
new book-matched solid 1/2″ planking throughout. New dash. 
Most hardware present and re-chromed including windshield 
frame. Underwater gear present. Needs motor. 
Curtis Bauman 530-477-6702 or cbwoodboat@sbcglobal.net 

For Sale 
1960 Chris Craft 17 ft Ski Boat.  
With Chevy 283 engine for sale.  $16,500 OBO.  
Contact Layne 408-234-7613 or Skip145@comcast.net 

Please contact the editor at lee.chase@comcast.net  
to place or remove a Trading Dock ad. 

For Sale 
1954 20’ Chris Craft Sportsman (Utility), Gray Marine 327 
ci, 220 hp engine, dual battery system, added seating in front of 
engine box, carpeted, nice condition, needs bottom paint. 
Asking $18,900 (includes trailer), Contact Jim at 775-831-3060 

For Sale  
1949 Philbrick 18 ft., Ford flathead engine.  Restored several 
years ago, used twice and stored since.  Custom trailer.   
$12,500 or best offer. 
Call Aris or Diane at 415-717-5090  

For Sale  
1953 19’ Chris Craft Racing Runabout.  Complete new 
restoration.  West System bottom.  Custom made mooring 
cover.  New custom made trailer.  $45,000. 
Call Don Veihmeyer at (530) 344-9316 or email Dan 
Veihmeyer at dlvmeyer@gmail.com  

For Sale  from the Hal Orchard estate 

1930 Dodge 28 foot triple, “TANGO” only example with 
the correct V 12 Lycoming engine, $250,000.00.  

1930 Dodge 25 foot triple, “TEMPTRESS” 125 Lycoming 
eight,$75,000.00.  

1938 Garwood 33 foot Baby Gar reproduction, 
”BOLERO”  with Liberty V12, $150,000.00.  
For more information contact John Allen, 408-605-4910 or email 
allenoldmarine@aol.com 

For Sale   
1951, 20ft Chris Craft Rivieria.... R-20-662.... "Diana" 
Original tahoe boat.... Delivered to Tahoe Boat Co, Oct. 29, 1951 
Renewed by Northwest Classic Boats in 2013. Original mbl 
158hp motor rebuild by Dave Traino in 2014. 10 hours since 
rebuild. Awarded, most original boat of show. South LakeTahoe 
2014. Comes with custom waterline cover, custom travel cover 
and trailer....  $45,000...   Contact: 
Bill Osborne:  Email- perledupond@gmail.com  

For Sale  
1963 Chris Craft Holiday 20 ft. 
New rebuilt 427 (now 431) Lincoln, 5200 Bottom 
Boat is in Great shape all interior redone  
In correct colors by previous owner. 
Contact Gordon 707-321-7821 or kgkirkland@hotmail.com 
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