
Hold on to your hats, this year 
is going to be a whopper. Our 
club now has 20 regularly 
scheduled events on the calen-
dar. Add to that four scheduled 
pre-events for the International 
Meeting and Boat Show, then 
the show itself and we hit 25 
events our club will be in-
volved with this year. We now 
have an event in every month 

but December. Hmm, whatever happened to the Decem-
ber ladies tea? Anyway, this should be plenty for nearly 
600 member families to find participation in. That’s right, 
families, do the math, it’s a lot of people. 

Why so many events? Well, this club may be based on 
Antique and Classic boats, but it is really about the peo-
ple who own them. You would be hard pressed to find a 
better group of people to hang around with. Bottom line, 
we do a lot of events because we love to get together.  

Keeping this monster from collapsing under its own 
weight is an excellent board and a willing membership 
who are always willing to participate in and lend a hand 
in organizing an putting on these great events. On Satur-
day Jan. 7th , the board had its all day planning session so 
we could lay out the year ahead. A lot of care and plan-
ning goes into making ours the best chapter in ACBS. 
Our events have evolved over many years and we en-
deavor to offer something for everyone and at a variety 
of locations. It would be difficult for members to not find 
an event they can participate in. 

This news letter has a calendar of all the events for the 
year. As has been our practice for a number of years 
now, application to those events will be included with 
the newsletter wherever possible. Applications are also 
available on our website, www. acbs-tahoe.org. The 
name of the event chair with a phone number in also 
printed on the calendar, so please give he or she a call if 
you need more information. 

First up this year is our classic boat display at the North-
ern California Boat Show in Pleasanton. This display is 
always a great crowd pleaser and it gives our club and 
opportunity to educate the public on the history and res-
toration of the wonderful boats we enjoy.  

Returning for the 6th year is our annual restoration clinic, 
held for the second time at Tony Brown’s wonderful shop 
in Homewood on Lake Tahoe. We moved the event one 
month later this year. This is always a sell out event and 
limited to just 30 people, so send your application in 
early.  

Next is Spring Fling, back in Nevada City after 5 years. 
Make sure you make your hotel reservations as soon a 
possible. 60 rooms have been reserved until February 
28th. They won’t guarantee them after that. You will find 
hotel information in the news letter. We have a great 
weekend of events planned and we always encourage 
people to bring their classic cars. This is always a popu-
lar event and one of the few events we do that does not 
involve boats, but as I said before, this group loves to 
get together for anything.  

I’ll have more to report in the next Western Wood. For 
now, have a great winter and dream about boating days 
to come in the spring. 

 

Herb Hall, 

President  

Message From Our New President—Herb Hall 

Western Wood 
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This was the part of the job that al-
ways made me most nervous.  I s that 
opening sentence going to make you 
want to read any further?  I’m just a 
WOOD BOAT guy that won’t give 
up.   I find myself looking for mo-
ments to simply be on the water (I 
like to drive) enjoying the sound, 
feel, reflection, smell, and the taste 
(very tactile).   

 

One of my objectives is always to pass along the love of boating. 
First to the families with soccer kids and then those post soccer.  
Assuming the parents have an interest, (wood boats) what can we 
offer that allows the family to be a family while enjoying the 
boat?  I coached soccer for 13 years and can’t figure a way to inte-
grate the two.  Did have some events on the Sacto. River with the 
team and their families.  I suppose those were team days?  My 
boys went to U-19, that pretty well wiped out High School.  But 
alas, as long as every kid had a friend, we got some boat time.  
Don’t think coloring boat pictures and sanding the boat (bonding) 
are going to win their interest.  Do think driving the boat might 
work.  That’s what got me.  Dr. Thomas next door at Elks Point, 
allowed me to help clean his boat and then (with parental permis-
sion) we took a 10 minute boat ride.  That’s why I love Capris’. 

 

Barbara just came in the room and said “Hows’t going”?  I said, 
“Sandy Chase said make it interesting”.  I said “Barbara, how do I 
do that?” She said “Creative writing, How about: “There was this 
acorn that fell from an Oak Tree in 1946"… I said, most of our 
boats are Philippine Mahogany.  She said, “Where does that come 
from?”  See why this is so difficult. 

 

Don’t you dare let your children or grandkids copy this style of 
writing.  But if you or they are curious about the “acorn”, we’ll 
start a second column or better yet, have you pull this newsletter 
up on our web site where it is in color.  (We could save a bundle 
and offer more fun)? 

 

What else did Sandy say?  But I want to brag about the (your) 
board; but then they’re listed right behind this page.  They are 
great folks who work very hard to serve you and the good of 
WOOD BOATS.  Be in touch with them.  Stuff that interests you, 
become involved.  The events?, could brag but they are also listed.  
I may highlight a couple of moments (my privilege). 

 

Last years SPRING FLING a.k.a. “THE FOOLISH FLING” in 
Bodega Bay featuring horse stables, laboratory tours, golf, (2 
venues), ROD SOUZA BB oysters +++ at the private Bodega 
Bay Golf Links home of Dr. & Cami Studly (thanks to my long 
lost love, Valerie Good), car tour to the champagne cellars of 
Corbel and lunch at the top of the Bohemian Hwy in Occidental 
at the renowned Union Hotel.  That was the first part of the 
weekend.  Then we goof off until Saturday evening and gather 
at the Bodega Yacht Club for a Crab Feed prepared by your 
truly and crew, the evening finishing with live music by (you 
remember these folks, Desert Dan).  Sunday was a Wine tour up 
the West side of the Russian River Valley with special destina-
tions and culminating at the Hopland Inn (Thatcher Inn) in 
Hopland (I will share all the special places between Guerneville 
and Hopland with you if you ask.). Always a great event, don’t 
miss this years! 
 

And so the acorn sprouted.  Many of you who have not attended 
Bass Lake may not realize how many members we have in the 
San Joaquin Valley portion of California.  Stockton doesn’t 
know they’re part of that.  Bakersfield to Fresno and those on 
the edge do.  We love you and we’re going to drag you into the 
fold.  Not doing names right now, but we know who you are.  
Due to our web-site, two years ago we had a guest at Bass Lake 
from Chile, South America.  Fulvio e-mailed me this year and 
wished our club “Merry Christmas”.   
 

Did I mention my mentor, he was the owner of the place on 
Lake Tahoe that I spent 2 weeks of every summer for at least 12 
years of my youth (that was a long time ago).  Having past my 
first Power Squadron course, I was allowed at the age of 9 to 
navigate the “green” water from “State Line” to “Zephyr Cove” 
as long as a wore my lift jacket.  That was in a 11.5 foot boat 
with a 3.5 horsepower “Firestone” outboard. (I had to fix the 
engine first).  Out of respect to my Mother, I must mention that 
she named the boat “FANNY DUNKER”.   
 

Speaking of my mentor, he had a 25 foot GarWood which never 
hit the water during my tutelage.    I’ve been forever curious 
and believe that boat to be RAN JAC III now owned by Peter 
Moore, the creator of Diva Bette Midler.   

 

Thank you Jim Fentress, you left such a wonderful stage from 
which to build.  Good Luck Herb Hall and the new board mem-
bers, keep building. 

Chuck Kelley 

President 2005 

Message From Our Previous President—Chuck Kelley 



Northern California / Lake Tahoe Chapter— 2006 ACBS Event Calendar 
 

Jan 27 - Feb 5     Great Northern California Boat Show                                                          Tim Bush            
                           Alameda County Fairgrounds - Pleasanton, CA                                    925-426-1746 
 

Mar 3, 4 & 5       The Restoration Clinic Deluxe                                                                     Herb Hall 
                       Tony Brown’s Western Runabouts – Homewood, CA                         530-546-2551  
     

 Mar 31,April 1 & 2   Spring Fling – Northern Queen Inn, Nevada City, CA                    Herb Hall   530-546-2551   
April  2               Board Meeting -  Location TBA                                        Herb Hall  530-546-2551 
 

May 19 - 21       16th Annual Bass Lake Rendezvous                       Cary Winslow   cell-559-901-8158                  
                            Ducey’s on the Lake – Bass Lake, CA                                                  559-733-8379  
                    

June  2 , 3 & 4    Wood & Glory VIII- Konocti Harbor Resort                      Jack and Linda  Bingham  
                            Clear Lake, CA                                                                                       707-374-5066 
 

June 11                Shriners Car and Boat Show, Sacramento, CA                         Chuck Kelley 916-717-3002  
 

June 16               Woodie Whoopie  - “Tex Mex”                                        Tom and Marie O’Rourke  
                            McKinney Shores  - Homewood, CA                                                    530-546-2360 
  

June 17                A Crossing of Chris Crafts - Obexer’s Marina                       Dave and Tammi Lyon 
                            Homewood, CA                                                                                     831-659-3036 
 

June 18               Handling and Safety Clinic- Obexer’s  Marina Homewood, CA                Herb Hall 530-546-2551 
 

July 7                   Woodie Whoopie “Italian                                                 Tom and Marie O’Rourke 
                             Rubicon Bay, CA                                                                                  530-546-2360 
 

July 8                   Tahoe Keys Boat Show - Tahoe Keys                          Greg Joseph    831-688-6295 
July 9                   Board Meeting, Brunch and Show Awards                            Bob and Ellen Swenson  
                             Location to be determined                                                                     760-324-8905 
 

July 21                 Woodie Whoopie - “Hawaiian”                                        Tom and Marie O’Rourke 
                             Olympic Beach - Tahoe City, CA                                                          530-546-2360 
 

July 28                 Woodie Whoopie - “Irish                                                  Tom and Marie O’Rourke   
                             Bernie  and Carol Atkinson’s - Carnelian Bay, CA                               530-546-2360 
 

August  4  & 5     TYC Concourse d’Elegance - Sierra Boat Co. - 9am - 4pm                         Herb Hall 
                             Carnelian Bay, CA                                                                                 530-546-2551 
 

August  4 &  5      Ships Store @ Concourse d’Elegance                            Rich Fisher    925-945-8036 
 

August  8             ACBS Annual Picnic – Meeks Bay                                  John Lahti     530-581-2709                        
 

August  25          Woodie Whoopie  - “Clam Bake”                                      Tom and Marie O’Rourke 
 Howard and Kay Turner’s – Homewood, CA                                       530-546-2360           
 

Sept  9                  Woodie Whoopie - Clear Lake                                     Jim Robello     707- 524-4691   
                             Buckingham Homeowners Clubhouse                        Ralph Wallen    707- 433-4289    
 

Sept 11 – 14         ACBS Annual Meeting Pre-event Functions Lake Tahoe, CA  Jeff Peterson 415-733-6540   
 

Sept  15 & 16       ACBS Int’l Annual Meeting             ACBS  Headquarters       315-686-2628 
                             Lake Tahoe, CA                                                        Tom O’Rourke      530-546-2360 
 

Oct 6, 7 & 8         Delta Cruise   B & W Resort                                                Norm and Kathy Kitching 
                             964 Brannan Island Road & Highway 12 – Isleton, CA                          650-941-3459  
 

Oct  8                   Board Meeting  - Picnic Area at B & W  Resort                 Herb Hall     530-546-2551 
 

 Nov 3                  Chapter Annual Meeting – The Sutter Club, Sacramento, CA                                Herb Hall   530-546-2551   
 
For membership  information contact:   

Ralph Wallen - 1520 Prentice Drive - Healdsburg CA  95448                                           
707-433-4289  e-mail : randbwallen@comcast.net  
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 Officers 
President Herb Hall ( Barbara)  530-583-1382 
1st Vice President Norm Kitching (Kathy)    650-941-3459 
2nd Vice President Jack Bingham (Linda) 707-374-5066 
3rd Vice President  David Lyon (Tammi)  831-659-3036 
Secretary Jane Bane (Kelly) 530-878-2710 
Treasurer Jared Hein 650-348-5794 
 
 Directors at Large 
Immediate Past President Chuck Kelly 916-717-3002 
Editor, Western Wood Sandy Chase (Lee) 408-374-2307 
Dir of Information Services Lee Chase (Sandy) 408-374-2307 
Director of Philanthropy Steve Caplan (Cheryl) 408-353-2755 
Director of Advertising Glory Beall 916-408-8673 
Membership Ralph Wallen (Bonnie) 707-433-4289 
 

Class of 2006   Class of 2007 
Rich Fisher 925-945-8036 Tim Bush (Teri) 510-426-1746 
Jim Robello (Gail) 707-568-7135 Mary Drew (Eric) 707-433-5880 
Greg Joseph (Micki) 831-688-6295 Marti Grossman 415-453-3700 
Preston Smith (Joy) 916-434-6022 John Lahti (Mary) 530-581-2709 
Jon Fletscher (Melissa) 408-377-7850 
 

Class of 2009   National Appointed Members 
Bruce Adair (Gail) 925-837-7948 Vice President  
Wayne Mooers 925-788-5628 Bob Bush (Arlene)        925-462-0716 
Jerry Turney (Kate) 510-531-8214 Dir – Membership  
Cary Winslow 559-733-8379 Norm Kitching (Kathy)   650-941-3459 
   Dir – Annual International Boat Show    
   Tom O’Rourke (Marie)    650-345-8163 
   Chairman, 2006 International  
   Boat Show Lake Tahoe 
   Jeff Peterson (Linda)        415-492-1242 
Past Presidents  
1983  Charter Received 1998 Bob Bush 
1984 Glory Beall 1999  Mary Felletto 
1985 Glen Wilson 2000 Roy Domke 
1986 John Mitchell 2001 Jeff Peterson 
1987 Glory Beall 2002 Barry Ludwig 
1988 Ron Wolfman 2003 Kirk Pumphrey 
1989 Ken Shutt 2004 Jim Fentress 
1990 Bette Shutt 2005 Chuck Kelley 
1991 Bette Shutt  
1992 Bette Shutt  
1993 Brad Hill  
1994  Kelly Bane 
1995 Lee Chase 
1996 Anne Veihmeyer 
1997 Paul Mehaus 

Officers and Directors 

Herb Hall 

Mary & Eric 
Drew 

Preston Smith 

Jane Bane Gail & Bruce Adair 



Page 5 Western Wood 

At this years Annual meeting on October29th the follow-
ing changes were approved: 

 
OFFICERS: 
Third Vice-President David Lyon 
Treasurer Jared Hein (2nd term) 
Secretary Jane Bane (1st term) 
CLASS OF 2008: 
Director Bruce Adair 
Director Cary Winslow 
Director Wayne Mooers 
Director Jerry Turney 
 
CLASS OF 2006: (Replacement for Director Jim Keil) 
Director Preston Smith 
 
 AT LARGE: 
Past President Chuck Kelley 
Western Wood Editor Sandy Chase 
Web site – Information Systems Lee Chase 
Philanthropy Stephen Caplan 
Advertising Glory Beall 

Meet Wayne Mooer 
one of our new  

Directors:   
Wayne Mooers brings to the 

chapter a long standing passion 

for classic boating and an  

appreciation for other who enjoy 

the same values. He views his involvement with the ACBS 

Northern California chapter as an opportunity to help 

keep the people and their classic boating passions  

together. 

A “baby boomer” born and raised in the San Francisco 

Bay Area, Wayne’s personal boating experiences in-

cludes both power and sail on the lakes and bays of 

Northern California.  His family’s boating involvement 

dates back to the early 1930’s 

 Wayne’s professional career as a marine manufacturers’ 

agent keeps him in contact with the west coast boat build-

ing and marine accessory trades, and he is past President 

and Director of the Northern California Marine Associa-

tion, an industry trade organization. 

Wayne lives in Lafayette, CA where he keeps his 1956 
Chris Craft kit boat he built with his father and a Pacific 22 
Cruiser he recently built honoring his father. 

Annual Meeting 2005 
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It’s time for you to start planning for this year's 
Wood and Glory.  First, we will be headquar-
tered at the Konocti Harbor Resort. The room 
rates are the same as the past except we have 
more allocated next to the boat launching area. 
This will provide a relative flat area to walk back 
and forth to the hotel. We came up with another 
motel for those who like small; Ferndale Resort 
& Marina located in the next bay north of Lahti's. 
Rates are $99 and mention ACBS, and yes, if you 
are up that way before Wood & Glory give Fern-
dales a look.  They have launching, fuel, 11 mo-
tel rooms and four modular units with one and 
two bedroom accommodations. They are in the 
process of opening a restaurant with beer and 
wine. The phone number is: 707-279-4866. 
These are new owners and a very clean and 
comfortable place. We are planning on Lahti's 
for Friday evening rendezvous with the Santa 
Cruz Woody Car Club and Saturday cruising 
and BBQ at Lakeport until 2 p.m.  Saturday at 6-
7:00 pm we are  having No Host cocktails at Ko-
nocti poolside and 7-9:00 pm Buffet Dinner & 
dancing at the bar at the Konocti Harbor Resort . 
Our Saturday evening dinner has grown each 
year.  Sunday is our big change. We are plan-
ning a brunch at Buckingham Home Owner As-
sociation recreation area across from where we 
have had our Saturday night dinners in the past. 
You can boat or come by car.   If we are blessed 
with no wind, we can boat over to Jim Fetzer's 
winery for the afternoon.  Please make your ho-
tel reservations now. There is no charge. Our 
block of  rooms are cut off 30 days prior to our 
event. There is a 48 hour cancellation policy. 
Reservations for Konocti 800-660-5253, Group 
Res,ACBS. We are looking forward to seeing 
everyone this June and more woody cars.  Sign 
up sheets included in this issue and available on 
the website www.acbs-tahoe.org. 

June Antique and Classic Boats &  
Santa Cruz Woody Cars  

June 2,3 &4, 2006 
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A Danforth anchor  is a lightweight burying type of anchor with a high holding- power-to-
weight ratio (a measurement of an anchor’s efficiency). Works best in sandy, muddy or clay bottoms.  

A Mushroom anchor  is mostly used for smaller craft such as rowboats or canoes. It’s lack of grip-
ping or burying ability rates it as least efficient as a anchor. 

A Plow anchor  is an anchor with the ability to be deeply buried into soft bottoms. The pivot-
ing hinge helps the anchor retain its holding power even as the boat changes its direction. 

 Make sure you have the proper type of anchor (danforth/plow/mushroom). 

 A three to six foot length of galvanized chain should be attached to the anchor. The chain will stand 
up to the abrasion of sand, rock or mud on the bottom much better than a fiber line. 

 A suitable length of nylon anchor line should be attached to the end of the chain (this combination is 
called the "Rode"). The nylon will stretch under heavy strain cushioning the impact of the waves or 
wind on the boat and the anchor. 

 Determine depth of water and type of bottom (preferably sand or mud). 

Calculate amount of anchor line you will need. General rule: 5 to 7 times as much anchor line as the 
depth of water plus the distance from the water to where the anchor will attach to the bow. For example, 
if the water depth is 8 feet and it is 2 feet from the top of the water to your bow cleat, you would multiply 
10 feet by 5 to 7 to get the amount of anchor line to put out: 
   

 Secure the anchor line to the bow cleat at the point you  
 want it to stop. 

 Bring the bow of the vessel into the wind or current. 

 When you get to the spot you want to anchor, place the  
 engine in neutral. 

 When the boat comes to a stop, slowly lower the anchor. Do not throw the anchor over, as it will 
tend to foul the anchor. 

 When all anchor line has been let out, back down on the anchor with engine in idle reverse to help 
set the anchor. 

When anchor is firmly set, use reference points (landmarks) in relation to the boat to make sure you are 
not drifting. Check these points frequently. 

Do not anchor by the Stern!! 
Anchoring a small boat by the stern has caused many to capsize and sink. The transom is usually 
squared off and has less freeboard than the bow. In a current, the force of the water can pull the stern 
under. The boat is also vulnerable to swamping by wave action. The weight of a motor, fuel tank, or 
other gear in the stern increases the risk. 

Jon Fletscher 
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Another boating season is over and the 2005 Tahoe Keys Boat Show is in the books.  After back to back to back 
years of poor winters and low water, our prayers (at least mine) were answered.  The 2005 winter came in a big 
way and in fact, Tahoe looked like it was stuck in winter way into June.  The cancellation of the Crossings of 
Chris Crafts was testament to winters’ grasp on the Tahoe basin.  It wasn’t until a couple of weeks before the keys 
show that there was a turn around.  The weather went from cold and windy to sunny, calm and 90 degrees almost 
over night. 
 

The Keys Show weekend started with a great Friday night Woodie Whoopie at south Rubicon Bay, organized and 
facilitated by Tom O’Rourke.  Many of our members don’t know how much goes into planning any of these 
events and I want to acknowledge and thank Tom for all the time and effort he puts in.  My only complaint is that 
Marie sells me raffle tickets that are duds. 
 

Saturday started with a cloud cover, but not cold temperatures, which I think was welcomed by those who had 
been baked by the prior two weeks of sun.  I was lulled into complacency by the clouds and went sans hat or sun-
screen and, before I realized it, the hours past along with the clouds and my face was the color of a ripe tomato. 
 

ACBS had its act together again this year with the launching and docking, but because of a late start and short 
staffing, the Marina got behind the curve on the removal of the slip renters’ boats.  I want to thank our crew:  Tom 
Garside (my life-long pal and non-member who drives up from Santa Cruz for the weekend just to help), my son, 
Spencer, new members Gene Dangel and Mark Patton, the go-to guys Jon Fletscher and Rich Fisher.  Thanks also 
to our president and pilot boat captain, Chuck Kelly and the South Tahoe Yacht Club, specifically Lew Long and 
Jack Kahler.  The crew also stays late and helps put all the big boats back, which is no small chore. 
 

Some boats were left “hovering” while waiting for their assigned slip to be vacated.  Their patience and good 
sportsmanship was greatly appreciated prior to my tearing up the slip assignment sheet and adopting the dock 
anywhere you fit plan.  This problem could have been a lot worse, but was considerably lessened by a more seri-
ous issue; we should have had 50 boats in the show, but only had 32. 
 

The coffee and goodies were handled by Cheryl Caplan, who like Tom O’Rourke, gives so much of her time and 
effort to make things happen.  Cheryl, along with Marlys Greenhalgh helped my wife, Micki get things started at 
the desk.  Micki, with help from Spencer and his girlfriend, Stevie Lee, was responsible for the orderly T shirts, 
money accounting, color coordinated ballots and ballot boxes, distribution of the goodie bags and being there for 
information all day. 
 

Speaking of the T shirts, Roy Dryer made a great graphic of Don Philbrick’s “C Car”, coordinated the printing 
and suggested the color of the shirts.  This years graphic sponsor, or as Roy calls them, “T shirt angel”, was Rich 
Fisher. 
 

The Sunday brunch was comparatively well attended (the number of boats was 35% less than last year, but the 
number of brunch attendees was only down 18%).  The weather and Meeks Bay was beautiful.  The caterer was 
new this year and an improvement in my opinion, thanks to Jenny Ludwig’s tireless efforts.  Of the seven awards 
presented, however, only one recipient was there to claim it. 
 

I’m not sure why there was such a low turnout, but I’ll do everything I can to bring the show back to full to capac-
ity and be an enduring event.  If any of you have thoughts about how to bring that about, I would appreciate them.  
Thanks again to all that helped and I apologize if I left anyone out. 
 

Greg Joseph, Chairman 
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Jack Bingham and CC Rider 

Pictures from the  

 
 

Thank you Scott Ewing  
for the Keys pictures 

Tia Gemmell with  
Scott Ewing’s Philbrick 

Barb Walker, Tom O’Rourke & 
Chuck Kelley 

Mardell and Chuck Pheil 
Jack & Marlys Greenhalgh 

Jerry and Kate Turney towing 
Cody and Joy Taylor’s boat. 

Herb & Barb Hall and Paul & Jackie Mehus 
Don’t remember whose boat this is, but really like the 

picture.  Maybe you will recognize your boat. 

Pictures by Lee and Sandy Chase 
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The 2005 Annual Meeting in Pictures 

Rich Fisher 

The Wild Bunch 

Kelly & Jane Bane 

Photographer— 

Tia Gemmell 

Roy Dryer gets the Ziggy Award from 
Chuck Kelly—You ask him why. 

Chuck surprises Tia Gemmel with 
the Presidents cup. 

Tim & Teri 
Bush and  

 little Bush’s 

Robert  & Carol Coates 

Black Bart? No Eric & Carol Mikkelsen, 
Sally Subject, Tom & Marie O'Rourke, 

 and Jim  Subject 
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Jim Robello & Jim Fentress 

Ellen and Bob Swensen 

Lee Chase in the Sea Lyon 

Kathy Kitching 

Jared Hein & Nancy Fentress 

Craig Gregory & Dale Reynolds 

Tami & Dave Lyon 

Jim Gordon 

John Lahti 

Tim, Hayden and Karen Stapleton 

People Photographs by 

Tia Gemmell 
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Lee Chase’s Sea Lyon stands out in 
a crowd—Best of  Show over 23ft. 

Paul Mehus Cobra—Best of  

Marquee Class 

Jared Hein—Best of  
Show Under 23ft. 

Ralph Wallen—Best 
Chris Craft of Show 
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By John Lahti  

 

Start with a great day and a great setting; add about 150 wood boat 
enthusiasts and you have all the ingredients for a great time. 

The ACBS picnic held at Meeks Bay during Wooden Boat Week 
was such an event.  Now known as ACBS Tuesday, we moved the 
event to Meeks Bay in 2005, after several, years at Camp Richard-
son. This venue was a resounding success. A great party that went 
well into the afternoon.  You need a lot of help to put on an event 
like this and the "can do" attitude of our club members makes it 
happen. Gene Moorings showed up early to help with set-up. 
Chefs extraordinaire: Jack Bingham, Jim Gordon,  Norm Kitching 
and Tom O'Rourke cooked everything with perfection. They were 
most ably assisted by my wife Mary, Barbara Chaconas, Cynthia 
McMillen, Gail Thompson, Nancy Moorings and Marie O'Rourke.  

Also a big thank you to Bob and Ellen Swenson for their help with 
gathering and preparing supplies. One of the reasons for the move 
to Meeks Bay was to incorporate more boating into our events. To 
that end we are working to provide better anchorage facilities for 
next summer's event. Looking forward to a bigger and better event 
in 2006. 

ADMIRALTY MARINE SERVICES, LLC 
VINCE DILEO, AMS 

Toll Free: 877-582-1657 
SMALL CRAFT & YACHT SURVEYS 

MOBILE NOTARY SERVICES 
USCG MARINER LICENSE 860083 

SOCIETY OF ACCREDITED MARINE SURVEYORS 
e-mail: SURVEY@ADMIRALTYSERVICES.COM 

WWW.ADMIRALTYSERVICES.COM 
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 The 6th Annual ACBS Restoration Clinic 
 March 3, 4 & 5 at Tony Brown’s 

Western Runabouts, Homewood, Ca. 
 

  For those of you who have always wanted to get some first hand, professional instruction on wood boat restoration, 
this is your chance. Western Runabouts will be hosting a three-day, hands on, intensive seminar, covering all aspects of 
wood boat restoration. Your instructors will be experts in the field of antique boat restoration with a combined experi-
ence of over 100 years! 

  Subjects covered will include: Old finish removal, re-fastening and plugging, fairing, sanding and staining deck seam 
caulking and striping and varnishing from sealer coat to final. We will also discuss various approaches to bottom up-
grades. 

  By the time you’re done, you’ll be an expert, think you’re an expert, or decide you need to hire an expert. We promise 
a weekend that will be instructional and most importantly, fun! 

Cost: $145 per applicant, includes instructional materials and lunch all three days. 

Due to shop and instructor constraints, space is limited to the first 30 applicants. 

Last day to register is Feb. 20, 2006, for more information, 
contact Tony Brown at 530-525-0185 or  
Herb Hall at 530-546-2551 

Form s available in this issue and is also available for download in  

Word or PDF  from the website:   www.acbs-tahoe.org. 
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This year’s spring fling will be located in Historic Nevada City. At 
one time, Nevada City was one of the most significant towns in the 
Gold producing “mother load” of the ‘49er period. This area is 
loaded with history, ambiance and great shopping. This is a non-
boating event, but recent tradition has been to bring your best An-
tique, Classic, Sports or just plain cool Car to the event. 

Our lodging for the event will be the Northern Queen Inn. They 
have reserved 60 rooms for us which will be held until Feb. 28th. 
Make your room reservations directly with them. Information is 
included on this page. 

Plans for the weekend will start with Chuck Kelley’s famous crab 
feed on Friday night at the historic Seaman’s lodge. Saturday will 
start out with a road tour of the environs with a lunch stop and tour 
of Malakoff Diggins State Park. This park has a great museum and 
is the site of a huge man made canyon resulting from placer gold 
mining. From there we will proceed to Roy Dryers for an afternoon 
reception at his house. Din-
ner will be at the Stone 
House restaurant a former 
brewery from the gold rush 
days.  

More is being planned and it 
should be a memorable 
weekend. Look in the mail 
for the sign-up form. 

 
For more information call 
Herb Hall at 530-546-2551 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Boat Storage 
1400 Richards Blvd, Sacramento, CA 

 
 

Sierra Boat Company has limited space available for boat 
storage in its’ warehouse in Sacramento.    We offer year 

round access and are only minutes from  
Hwy’s 80 & 50 and 5. 

 
Rates start at $135.00 a month for 10’ x 29’ spaces.   

Outdoor storage in a fenced, secure enclosure, 
is available for $75.00 a month. 
Call now to reserve your space 

530/546-2551 

March 31st , 
April 1st & 2nd 

Room block is under Norcal Lake Tahoe ACBS.  
The contact is Diane Mansfield, Krisanne Olson or Donya Miguel. 
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 Well it happened, a dream deal to good to be true. I had 
been doing my standard late night 15 minutes on EBay and came 
across the boat of my dreams. There she was in useable condi-
tion, all hardware intact, with a bottom that swells up tight and 
only occasionally uses the two bilge pumps. Quickly I sum-
moned my wife to look at the photos (knowing I would get the 
usual “oh nice honey”) and much to my surprise three minutes 
later she gave me the green light to try to purchase the U-22. I 
assured her we could use it this coming summer at Donner Lake 
and that was all it took. A boat that actually floats and the family 
could finally enjoy. 

  This is when I started making mistakes… 

Mistake #1 -  I contacted the seller outside of the EBay 
community and agreed to make the purchase sight unseen 
(except for the four low quality photos on EBay).  

Mistake #2 -  I committed to make an immediate pay-
ment via Paypal. 

  The seller seemed to be a good guy on the phone and 
answered all my questions about the boat. He told me the trailer 
would make the cross country trip without any problems and that 
it handles the 22ft boat well. Storing the boat until getting 2,150 
miles west to her new home was not an issue for the seller; he 
assured me it was stored indoors and could stay for however long 
it took for me to pick it up. 

The ACBS Sacramento River run was quickly approach-
ing and having a boat of my own that floated was so exciting that 
I just had to have it home in time for the last event of the season. 
This is where Rich Christopher an ACBS member from Morgan 
Hill enters the picture. He likes to take long road trips and we 
struck a deal to have him and his wife drive back to Illinois to 
pick up “Missy” (I had already named her after my wife) and 
bring her home. Rich’s wife took ill two days before leaving and 
had to cancel the road trip. 

On to “Plan B”.  My first call was to ACBS member 
Mark Ragno of Stockton. Mark had recently purchased a U-22 
and was sharing in my excitement of my purchase. He encour-
aged me to hire a professional hauler and to “get the boat home”. 
He also offered to store it in Stockton along with his boats. 

In my search for a professional boat hauler I started getting un-
settling information on the seller of the boat. He previously had a 
boat restoration shop and charged folks for work that was never 
performed, sold boats on trailers that weren’t his, sold a U-22 
that he didn’t hold the title to (yes, my new boat) and, unfortu-
nately, the list goes on.  At this point I was getting more than a 
little nervous. My money was in his bank and I was 2,150 miles 
away from a boat that I supposedly owned.  

  With the help of ACBS members Jim Staib and Dave 
Ryel I was able to gather more information. The boat was in an 
outdoor storage lot and the owner of the storage lot held title on 
the boat for payment on back storage fees for the four other boats 
that the seller had stored there. The storage lot owners had no 
intentions of releasing the boat to anyone.  The police and state 
attorneys office had been contacted and were looking into the 
matter for me. Both agencies knew who the seller was from pre-
vious complaints against him. By this time, the seller had 
stopped all contact with me and I was fearful that I would never 
see the boat and had lost my money. In all the worry I didn’t 
realize I had the phone number of the storage lot. When I did 
discover it I called Gayle & Pat Bowling who had the title and 
the boat. After explaining my predicament they were very nice 
and sympathetic to my problem. They agreed to let me have the 
boat but I needed to leave it with them for a while so they could 
use it as leverage against the seller and try to recover the money 
they were owed.  

  After 2 ½ long weeks I received a phone call on a 
Thursday night from the Bowlings that the seller was really anx-
ious to get me the boat (to keep himself from getting in further 
trouble with the law) and that they were tired of dealing with 
him. They wanted to know if they should release it back to him 
so I could pick it up. With a smile on my face I asked them to 
hold on to it and not release it to the seller since I felt he couldn’t 
be trusted. The next day with help from ACBS member and great 
friend John Allen, I had a stand by plane ticket to Chicago (his 
wife, Mary, is a flight attendant with United). Saturday morning 
I picked up a rental truck at 7:30am and drove one hour west to 
Geneva, Illinois. With the help of another ACBS member Randy 
Norris we were able to attach the 17ft trailer (yes, a 17ft trailer 
with a 22ft boat!) to the rental truck. With a prayer and a light 
throttle foot I made the trip back to San Jose by 5pm on Monday.  

The boat wasn’t even close to the description I had been 
given by the seller. The “great original bottom that swells up 
tight”, had a pretty big hole in it along with five bilge pumps one 
that was 110 volts.  Amazingly though, after it was all said and 
done I still have my sense of humor about me.   

My family is still glad we bought her.....they just won’t 
let me make anymore major EBay purchases – sight  unseen! I’m 
confident with a new bottom and some other hard work “Missy” 
will ply the waters of Donner Lake.   

  I want to thank all the ACBS members that helped along 
the way with this adventure and a big thanks to John Allen and 
Mark Ragno who are truly great wooden boat brothers. 

Missy 

By— 

John 

   Fletscher 



1954 33’ Chris Craft Capitan Cruiser – Twin LM-318 225 
HP V-8’s.  Sleeps 6, fridge, stove, microwave, A/C, 
Letrasan head, AM/FM/CD, VHF, 6.5 KW genset.  Excel-
lent condition- covered berth in CA Delta.  $25,000 - A 
Real Bargain - OBO  (209) 768-5988 or 
Leutz@Inreach.com 
 
1936 Garwood Double Cockpit 18’, Hull # 5714, Chrysler 
R M7. Project/pattern boat with 95% hardware, new Afri-
can mahogany for topsides & covering boards. $8,000. 
Stan (916) 424-5543; sa61rams@sbcglobal.net 
 
For Sale. Very nice Post-War Hercules KBL model mo-
tor, 6 cyl triple carb. Very low hours on recent rebuild. 
Runs and sounds great. Complete with tranny and ex-
huast elbow. Just needs minor detailing!  Asking 
$3,900.00  obo Call Dave (831)659-3036 or  
westboat1@sbcglobal.net. 
 
1955 Philbrick, 19 Feet. Double Cockpit, Chrysler Hemi, 
V/8, Asking 18.500.00 Or Best Offer, Call Me At 415-
860-0295, Odus Hayes  
  
1952- 18’ Chris Craft “Riviera” Recent restoration, west 
system bottom, all new wood, chrome gauges & uphol-
stery.  New custom trailer.  $23,500 Don (530)344-9316 
 
1948 Christ Craft Custom Runabout 20’ – Hull# R-20-
223. MBL Engine.  Completely restored in 2002 with 
West System Bottom.  Winner 2nd in Class at 2003 TYC 
Concourse d’ Elegance.  Tandem-axel Trailer& Mooring 
Cover.  A real Sweetheart of a boat!  $45,000 Contact 
S t e v e  H u b b a r d  ( 7 6 0 ) 3 4 5 - 8 0 4 2  o r  
kenwoodsjh@yahoo.com. 
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COMPLETE BOAT REPAIR 
35 Years Experience 

Award Winning Classic Restorations 
West Cold/Mold Epoxy Bottoms 

Wood Artisans 
Fiberglass & Gel Coat 

Repairs On Modern Boats 
Insurance Work Accepted 
Building The Legendary 

Keaton Performance Ski Runabout 
(916) 383-2150 

8509 Folsom Boulevard 
Sacramento, CA 95826-3707 

www.classic-boats.net/classiccraft 

NOTE:  Unless I hear from you, your add will be run 
for 2 issues, then be removed. 

1ST ANNUAL MARINE SWAP MEET 
Sunday, August 6, 2006 

8am – 2pm 
Tahoe Maritime Museum 

5205 Westlake Bl, Homewood CA 
Info:  Tom Batchelor  (775)825-3269 

batchelor@gbis.com 



Page 18 Western Wood 

David and Susan Broderick of Sacramento, CA joins with a 
1950, 41' Weekender Wheeler named Jo Jo III 

David and Susan Broderick of Sacramento, CA joins with a 1955, 
22' Runabout Shepherd named Bo Peep 

Steve and Susan Campbell of Alameda, CA joins with a 1942, 17' 
Special Chris Craft named Summer of '42 

Ric and Mo Campo of Houston, TX joins with a 1942, 23' Triple 
Cockpit Chris Craft  

William and Cheri Carter of Sacramento, CA joins with a 1946, 40' 
Sunlounger Wheeler 

Roman and Coppola of Los Angeles, CA joins with a 1953, 40' 
Nunes Brothers named Jupiter 

Jim and Nicole Gearing of Sonora, CA joins with a 1958, 19' Re-
sorter Century named Miss Nicole 

Spencer James and Karen L. Hull of Reno, NV joins with a 1986, 
22' Runabout Stahdcher named Frape 

Richard and Kathy Leijonflycht of Davis, CA joins with a 1959, 
17' Sportsman Chris Craft named Robin 

Bobby and Rick Marz of Carmichael, CA joins with a 1956, 17' 
Runabout Chris Craft 

Kyle and Bill Miller of Kelseyville, CA  

Mark D. and Nixon of Boulder City, NV joins with a 1978, 24' 
Sport Streblow  

Larry and Carole Roberts of Danville, CA joins with a 1961, 19' 
Capri Chris Craft  

Jake and Tomlinson of Auburn, CA joins with a 1953, 35' Com-
mander Chris Craft  

Steve and Eline Zimmerman of Martinez, CA  

 Membership Chairpersons  
 Ralph& Bonnie Wallen   
 707-433-4289 

The Northern California/Lake Tahoe ACBS 
was granted permission to have there own 
Chapter Burgee.  Now you can proudly 
display your colors.  To order make checks 
payable to ACBS and send the following 
information:  

Style and Quantity - 
Pre war (straight) $20.00 
Post war (raked) $20.00 
postage & handling $4.00 
Grand Total ________ 
Mail order and payment to: 
ACBS  
c/o Jared Hein 
25 Citrus Court 
Hillsborough CA 94010 
 

  THOMAS FABRICATION & BOATWORKS 

  BOX 45 
  CASTELLA, CA 96017 
 (530) 235-4420 

 
 

CONCOURS 
WINNING WOODEN 
BOAT RESTORATION 
WWW:   THOMASFABANDBOAT.COM 
 
EMAIL:  STEVE@THOMASFABANDBOAT.COM 
CELL:  530-515-7543 
FAX:    530-235-4420 

STEVEN THOMAS 
OWNER 

Some of you still haven’t renewed your ACBS Member-
ship, you know who you are, and if you don’t, contact 
Ralph Wallen and he will let you know.  We have a great 
year coming up and you don’t want to miss a thing!!! 
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The 2006 ACBS International Annual Meeting and Boat 
Show will be hosted by the Northern Calif. /Lake Tahoe 
Chapter. The Hyatt Regency Resort at Incline Village will 
be the meeting headquarters. The Boat show will be held 
at Sierra Boat Company.  
Your Northern Calif. /Lake Tahoe Chapter’s pre-event 
committee has been meeting for months planning events 
for your enjoyment. Their schedule is now taking shape 
and includes the following events: 
Sunday, September 10 
Brunch at the Peterson’s in San Rafael 
Monday, September 11th 
Museum Tour (Truckee) and light lunch 
Optional Squaw Valley Tram ride 
Woodie Whoopie at Bernie’s 
Tuesday, September 12th 
Emerald Bay Experience 
Tahoe Maritime Tour 
Lobster Feed at Obexer’s 
Wednesday, September 13th 
Thunderbird Lodge lunch and tour 
Welcome Aboard Party at the Hyatt (cash bar-hosted ap-
petizers) 
 
The International Meeting takes place Thursday at 10am 
with a catered lunch at noon. Thursday evening there will 
be a Bar B Q Buffet on the Hyatt Beach. Friday starts with 
the judging of the boats and viewing by the public. Plans 
are in place for an auto display which should include cars 
from the 40s, 50s, exotics and race cars. Friday night there 
will be a dinner held on the Cottage Green at the Hyatt. 
The Saturday night Dinner and Silent Auction will be held 
at the Lakeside Ballroom. The Saturday night dinner will 
have LIMITED seating so send in your reservation form 
early.  
The room block that ACBS has is now (January 8 2006) 60% 
booked. Do not delay making your hotel reservations at 
800 553-3288. 
 
Tom O’Rourke  -ACBS Annual Meeting Chairman 
Sign up sheets included in this issue and on website. 

Hold your calendars for this years 16th Annual Bass 
Lake Rendezvous  on May 19 - 21.   Arrive on Fri-
day.  Launch your boat at the Ducey’s Lodge Ramp.  
Use any slip designated for our use.  Chapter mem-
bers will be present to assist you.   Enjoy beautiful 
Bass Lake. 

Friday, May 19, 2005 

6: 00  p.m.  The So.California Chapter’s Annual Hot 
Dog BBQ at Miller Landing.  Bring your beverage of 
choice and one of the following.  

Last Names beginning with:  A - M  hor d’oeuvres or 
salad     N - Z dessert 

Saturday, May 20, 2005 
8: 00 a.m.  Boat Show registration on the lower deck at 
Ducey’s.  Boats will be on display until 4:30 p.m. in the 
marina, but you can come and go boating as you wish. 

5:00 p.m. No host cocktails.  6: 00 p.m.  BBQ Buffet at 
Ducey’s pool and cabana area.  Bring your dancin’ 
shoes, we have a surprise for you! 

Sunday, May 21, 2005 
9:00 a.m.  Poker run will start dockside at Ducey’s. 

10:30 a.m.  Poolside Brunch and Awards 

 
Sign up sheets included in this issue and on web-
site. 
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Dear Fellow ACBS Members, 
 

This is our second issue with color!!!  We are now a 
some color publication.  We have board approval to 
continue having the center pages be in color.  This 
will be  a change to the format of the newsletter since 
before I was trying to include the pictures within the 
articles. I will be trying to concentrate most of the pic-
tures on color pages without completely divorcing 
them from their articles.  I would just like to have as 
many of the boats and smiling faces in color as possi-
ble.  I am open to suggestions.  

I had some major computer problems and lost some 
of my e-mail, so if you had sent me a Trading Dock ad 
and it is not there, I am sorry.  I was able to remember 
some of the ads that I knew I had had previous to my 
computer issues and contact those people, but if I 
forgot you, again I apologize.  Please send them to 
me again and I promise to get them in the next issue. 

We are looking into doing another chapter directory.  
The last one we did was in 2003 and I know  that 
even though a lot of the data is out of date you are 
still using it.  Since this is a costly venture we are go-
ing to add advertising to it this time.  We have not set 
pricing yet, but if you would like to be an advertiser, 
send me an e-mail and I will keep you up to date on 
pricing.  We only want enough ads to pay for the 
book, so it will be a first come first serve and when we 
have enough advertising dollars, we will not accept 
any more ads.  Since people hang on to this it will be 
a great opportunity for your ads.  More about this in 
the next newsletter or if you get on my advertisers  
e-mail update list.  

Please send me stories and pictures for the website 
and/or newsletter.  I prefer digital, but can scan in 
photos too.  Just a reminder that  the newsletter is 
also available on the website.  (www.acbs-tahoe.org)   

 

Regards,  Sandy Chase, Editor 

 

 

 

WESTERN WOOD is the Quarterly newsletter of the 
Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter, of The Antique  
and Classic Boat Society, Inc. and is published for the 
benefit of Chapter members.  Publication dates are... 
 
April-Spring 
July-Summer 
October-Fall 
January-Winter 
Deadline Date:  15th of preceding month of publication. 
 
The newsletter is also available on our chapter website: 
 
www.acbs-tahoe.org 
Questions, articles for publication, advertisements and 
letters to the editor, etc. should be sent to... 
 
WESTERN WOOD, 

Sandy Chase 

14800 Quito Road 

Los Gatos, Ca 95032 

sandy-chase@sbcglobal.net 


