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Western Wood is published quarterly – Winter, Spring, 
Summer, and Fall for mailing to over 600 members of 
our Northern California / Lake Tahoe Chapter.  Your 
advertising dollar takes your business to the center of 
the select Northern California classic boating community 
and activities. 
 2014 Rates:  Color 
 Business Card  4 times $250 
 (2 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $75 
 Quarter Page  4 times $500 
 (4 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $150 
 Half Page   4 times $800 
 (4 1/2 x 71/2”)  1 time $250 
 Full Page  4 times $1600 
 (9 1/2 x 7 1/2”)  1 time $500 
 
Inquire To: Lee Chase or Bob Mullarkey 
  westernwood@acbs-tahoe.org    

WESTERN WOOD is the Quarterly newsletter of the North-

ern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter, of The Antique and Classic 
Boat Society, Inc. and is published for the benefit of Chapter 

members.  Publication dates are... 
 May-Spring  Deadline: April 15 

 August-Summer  Deadline: July 15 

 November-Fall  Deadline: October 15 
 February-Winter  Deadline: January 15 

The newsletter is available on our website: www.acbs-tahoe.org 
Questions, articles for publication, advertisements and letters to 

the editor, etc. should be sent to... 

westernwood@acbs-tahoe.org 
lee.chase@comcast.net 
sandy-chase@sbcglobal.net  

It was a tough year for boating with the continuing drought 
and low water at Bass Lake, Shasta and even at Tahoe. For-
tunately we were able to overcome the difficulties and have 
great events at these venues. Clear Lake was surprisingly 
full for Wood and Glory and of course the Delta always has 
water, it’s just a question of whether it’s fresh or brackish. 
All in all we enjoyed our boating season despite all. 
 
So far it looks like we’re doing better with rainfall this year; 
I’m keeping my fingers crossed. We have full docket of 
events in the planning stage, with all our usual events plus 
we will be hosting the ACBS International boat show at 
Lake Tahoe.  We will also be hosting pre-events at Sacra-
mento with two days of cruising on the Sacramento River. 
Be ready to have some fun at 
these events. 
 
We wish you all the best for 
the New Year and hope to 
see you at the ACBS events. 
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January 9th  First Board Meeting  
 
  
March 11 & 12 Restoration Work Shop 
 
 
April 8,9,&  10 Spring Fling 
 
 
May 13,14, & 15 Bass Lake 
 
 
June 1,2,3,4 & 5 Wood & Glory 
 
 
July 28,29,30,31      South Tahoe Boat Show 
 
 
September 18-24  International Boat Show 
 
 
September 29-Oct 2     Delta Cruise 
 
 
November 4,5,& 6     Chapter Annual Meeting  
 
 
Woody Woopies     Dates To Come 
 
 

You Can Make A 
Difference Volunteer 

 
barbara4acbs@gmail.com         

925-989-3626      

 
I want to thank everyone who attended our November 
meeting to celebrate the year of 2015, to show our ap-
preciation for our President Bob Mullarkey and his 
wife, Sally. Their hard work, time and dedication this 
past year are greatly appreciated. Truly a job well 
done. 
 
As I start my journey as your new president for 2016, 
I must say I am very excited about this coming year. 
There are many challenges ahead of us, we have a 
great group of members and there are many opportu-
nities for you to volunteer to be part of the events. 
 
This year will take team work; many of us will step 
out of our comfort zones to work together to support 
our chapter. We need to show people our love of the 
Antique Wooden, Classic Glass and Reproduction 
Boats. We want to encourage everyone to experience 
the hobby and joy of these amazing boats, and to un-
derstand the presentation, heritage and legacy of these 
boats and their wonderful living history. 
 
Our senior members have had many experiences; we 
need to encourage them to share their boat journeys 
with junior members. The Tahoe Maritime Museum 
offers many opportunities to share stories of the past. 
We will be working with them in their new location 
this coming year on education about boating and its 
history. 
 
We start 2016 with a Restoration Workshop at Sierra 
Boat Works on March 11 & 12. This is a great  
opportunity to learn the art and skill of preserving and 
restoring a treasure. Come and bring a friend!! Who 
knows, they may decide to join our chapter of 
A.C.B.S. 

Barbara Foster 
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hite and Tahoe Blue 
Save the Dates for the 2016 ACBS Int’l Boat Show and Meeting  

Pre-events Sept. 17-21 Sacramento to Tahoe 
International Boat Show Sept. 21-23 Lake Tahoe 

Red, 

The Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter is honored to 
host the 2016 ACBS International Boat Show and Meeting.  Be 
sure to start your adventure with the Pre-events on Saturday, 
September 17, 2016 in Old Town Sacramento where the lure of 
gold brought thousands of 49ers to search for their fortune in 
the Sierra foothills. 
 
Saturday starts off with a train ride in the afternoon   Rides take 
off from the Central Pacific Railroad Freight Depot located in 
Old Town Sacramento. In 1876 the Central Pacific Railroad 
Freight Depot was a major freight station on the  
transcontinental railroad.  The evening will be spent at a  
wonderful dinner in the California State Railroad Museum.  
Will be have the Roundhouse 
room to ourselves and a docent 
for our private tours. The Museum 
is a complex of historic facilities 
and unique attractions widely  
regarded as North America’s most 
popular railroad museum, there is 
something here for everyone. 

 
Sunday is for river cruising.  Enjoy a 
guided tour by our chapter members, to 
places often by-passed by visitors, down 
the Sacramento River, into the  
interesting labyrinth of canals of the 
Delta to a wonderful brunch.  Please 

make some room in your 
boat for visitors who didn’t 
bring their own. Then back 
again.  The late afternoon 
can be spent touring among 
the many museums and sites 
in Old Town Sacramento or 
going to the State Capitol 
for a tour or walking the 

beautiful gardens. 
 
Monday, we’re back on the river heading up to an 
extraordinary Luau at a lovely home on the banks 
of Sacramento River.  Enjoy Roast Suckling Pig, 
music and friends.  Then back down the river.  
Spend the evening checking out more of Old 
Town or a Museum or local site that you didn’t 
have the chance to see Sunday. We will have a 
wonderful list of things for you to do. 

 
Tuesday is the travel day to spectacular Lake Tahoe 
in the high Sierra.  A leisurely drive to Tahoe is 
planned following the historic gold trail through the 
Sierra foothills.  There will be organized stops at 

points of interest along the way and a lunch stop.  We will be 
climbing to Lake Tahoe from the south end and will then travel 
along the winding scenic lakeshore up to north shore.  ACBS 
International has secured rooms in Historic Squaw Valley, sitting 
at 6,200 ft and nestled among up to 9,000ft peaks, it was the site 
of the 1960 Winter Olympic Games. 
 
Wednesday will be boating on the clear blue water of Lake Tahoe 
with an organized cruise, to Emerald Bay.  There will be a won-
derful Luncheon at the New Tahoe Maritime Museum after the 
boat trip. 
 
Early Wednesday evening we will have the Welcome Reception 
for all that will be here for the 2016 ACBS International Boat 
Show and Meeting.  Join us for a wonderful Tahoe Evening.  Our 
Chapter now hands over the reigns to ACBS International for the 
rest of a most wonderful weekend in Lake Tahoe.  All this and 
you get a Boat Show too!  More info to come on all that is 
planned for the Lake Tahoe region of the 2016 ACBS Interna-
tional Meeting and Boat Show! 
 
Want to stay right in the middle of everything: 
Delta King Riverboat 1000 Front Street,  
Old Sacramento, CA 95814  
Phone: (916) 444-5464  

 
More Hotels to come. 

 

But Wait!!  This isn’t our only Boat Show 
this Year!! 

Save the Date for our Chapter’s Show 
The South Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic July 

29 th and 30th 
 

“Ladies and Gentlemen,  
You have a Race” 

This year’s theme is vintage/antique race boats. 
This is a big year for boat shows, so get your boats ready  
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Presented by Wayne Mooers, November 2015 
 

‘Amateur’ Bill Kehoe  
Converts Fishing Boat into Barrel Back 

 
“Actually, the late Bruce Sauer first noticed this “wreck” about 
2007 in the Southern California area where the last owner was 
using it to cut bait on and as his classic fishing boat” Bill 
smiles. 
 

 “It was advertised as a ‘utility.’ The aft seating and bridge deck 
in the way; no problem, just cut them out and let’s go fishing he 
reasoned!  Some place along the way we got looking at the  
E-Bay ad and realized the boat was actually a 19’ 1939 Chris 
Craft Custom “barrel back.”  Our Shop Talk readers can most 
likely fill in the rest of this rebuild story from their own 
‘adventures.’  This one is about an experienced and award  
winning ‘non professional’ restorer taking a fishing boat apart 
for patterns, cutting on the right side of the line, and restoring 
her back into a treasured ‘barrel back’ boat again!  Another 
Kehoe Duck series named boat forthcoming, no doubt. 
 
“We started this project back in October, 2013.  Nancy and I 
brought it up here and tore all the fiberglass off the boat.  The 
whole exterior and interior, every part of the boat was  
fiberglassed - all the “encapsulation rot” was part of the deal.   
 
The original keel and the stringers are all outside of the shop. 
Those are all the frames, the bottom and whatever hull frames 
and planks I needed for patterns. The deck, for the most part, 
was gone when we got the boat.  This is a rebuild not a refinish 
affair. 
 
“The nature of this boat is such that it is probably one of the 
most sought after (Chris Craft models) there is.  I didn’t want to 
‘chintz’ even though the two new stringers (vertical grain fir) in 
there cost me $200 each just for the wood alone. The same with 
the keel…there may not have been anything structurally wrong 
with the old keel, yet it was oil-soaked…and you are never  
going to get anything to stick to it – epoxy or paint.” 
 
By February 2014 ‘busy’ Bill had in place a new keel, hull 
framing, and the bottom planking epoxied & screwed down.  
He was starting to fit in the hull planks.  We visited again in 
November (2015) and Bill’s latest ‘drama’ included band  
sawing out some deck covering boards from some long, very 
expensive, special order mahogany planks. Now the very  
careful ‘rounding over’ (with hand tools) of these highly visible 
– era specific - covering boards starts.  “You only get one 
chance to do this part right,” Bill confessed. 
 
“I’m looking for authenticity” in my restoration projects, Bill 
states.  “When I get in this (boat) I want the whole feel of the 
nostalgia.”  Citing his 1954 CC Racing Runabout restoration 
example, “…when one of these starts up in the harbor, you 
know it’s a racer starting up.  They’re noisy, and that’s what I 

like about it.  I don’t’ want to start it up and hear a modern 460 
Chevy, or whatever, running in it.” 
 
“Nancy and I are not rich, and even if we had a lot of money, 
we would still do the work ourselves.  It’s what we enjoy doing.  
Nancy does the upholstery and even helps with the staining and 
varnishing along with our family.”    “The staining is a very 
important part of the boat (project) and I don’t want the coloring 
screwed up.  The kids and I usually start brushing it on, and the 
others will be right behind us rubbing it in with the grain.  
Nancy will come in back of them, and I’ll follow her up for the 
final view.” 
 
Regarding his award winning varnish scores…Bill reinforces 
the fact that it’s all about the foundation woodworking and build 
up coats being perfected before he floats on his Epifanes finish 
coats.  “It’s like when I was doing my cars; everyone says the 
paint job is great, who painted it for you?  It doesn’t make any 
difference who ‘painted’ it.  Who built up the foundation paint 
before that guy sprayed on the top coat is what matters.” 
 
Closing quote:  “My opinion is… the Gar Wood is more of a 
high end boat.  When you look at the construction, a lot the  
construction is the same - double-planked bottom…and hull 
sides are the same as Chris Craft.  But the (Gar Wood)  
difference is in the lavish hardware and trim, along with the 
upholstery.”  
 

Contact Bill & 
Nancy Kehoe, at 
916-652-4689. 
Wayne Mooers, 

Lafayette, CA 925-
788-5628 

 
 
 
 

 

 Bill Kehoe restoring the 1939 Chris Craft Custom “barrel back.”  
that was converted to a utility fishing boat by the previous owner. 
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Member Profile 
Presented by Wayne Mooers, Chapter Historian, 

Thanksgiving, 2015           “ 

Bill & Nancy Kehoe, 
Loomis, California 

 
You quickly realize when you visit and tour their Sacramento 
area home and shops, it’s not about Bill.  Yet it most certainly 
is about Bill & Nancy and their family.  Their extended family 
includes our chapter’s senior members Clayton & Sharon 
Giroux along with Don Veihmeyer, who re-introduced the 
Kehoe’s to classic boats. 
 
This is the family “team” that has put together and brought 
home for the past 15 years our region’s award recognitions for 
many of our Best of Show, non-professional restorations 
awards.  How many of us have our racing runabout on a US 
postage stamp?? 
 
Bill is a retired high school mathematics and shop teacher. 
Nancy retired as a special education teacher.  He’s the  
woodworker; she’s the seamstress, et al.  He’s the guy who 
grew up in the Tahoe area where his father owned Kehoe’s 
Market in Tahoe City.  Old motorcycles, classic cars and boats 
are all part of their life together.  Unlike the rest of us, Bill is 
the guy who never sold his ‘toys’; he just built more storage 
buildings and held onto his smile moments.  The Kehoe 
‘museum’ is an inspiring tour, and presents a special family 
story. 
KEHOE MEMBER PROFILE: 
Chapter:  ACBS Northern California Chapter 
Joined ACBS: 1999 
First Boating Smiles:  Lake Forest, North Lake Tahoe, 1960’s 
‘Some” Boats Owned & Restored:  
  1954 19’ C.C.  Racing Runabout, DUCKERS, award 2004 
  1935 22’ Gar Wood, TOP DUCK, award 2010 
  1955 18’ Chris Craft Cobra, DUCKS, award 2002 
  1950 22’ Chris Craft Sedan, BIG DUCK, award 2014 
  1959 16’ Fiberglass Dorsett, WOODLESS DUCK 
 

Current Project: 
  1939 19’ Chris Craft Custom (Barrel Back) 
Motorcycles: 
  Whizzer, Mustang, Harley, Indian Chief, Vespa,  
Cars: 
  Various Model A’s, 1930 Deluxe “Kehoe” Delivery, 
  1953 MG-TD, Corvette, Woody Wagon, Mustang, 
  Childhood pedal cars, and lotsa toy trucks.  
Home Town:   
  Bill, Lake Forest, Tahoe.   Nancy, New York City  
Married: 1988 
Children:  Julie, Elizabeth, Megan & Matthew  
Respected Boating Buddies:   
  Clayton Giroux and Don Veihmeyer 
Consultants: Rudolf Rudloff, Dave Lobb, Brian Robinson, 
  Tony Brown, & Herb Hall 

 
“This particular boat, Wayne, is a 1935 22’ Gar Wood that came 
up from the late Dave Wright’s  ‘orchard.’ It was an unusual Gar 
Wood factory build “hull only” boat in which the buyer had a 
special Scripps 152, 6 cylinder, 447 CID, 165 HP installed.” The 
stock engine was a 
Chrysler 6.  Nancy 
did all the uphol-
stery. We won Best 
Gar Wood of Show 
and Best Owner 
Restored the  
Concours in 2010 
with it. And so the 
Kehoe Family 
Story continues. 
Always remem-
ber, in the very 
end,  

Those who die with all their ‘toys’ win! 
 

“Dad owned a market in Tahoe City”                   Mooers Photo, 

“The Cobra is SN 18039 which translates to the 39th 18 footer.   
It was our first restoration in 1999 and we won 1st place at the 
Tahoe Concours with it.   Don Veihmeyer led us ‘astray’ from 
cars into these boats 15 years ago! 

Nancy’s Upholstery Talents                               
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Contact:  Bill & Nancy Kehoe, 916-652-4689 
Wayne Mooers, Lafayette, CA, 925-788-5628 

Bill’s 1946 Whizzer 

Bill & Nancy Kehoe, Display Room,-“Our Racing Runabout was 
used by the US Postal Service as one of the Classic Boat Series 
stamps they ran. 

By Wayne Mooers 
 

 One of the items they bought at Wood & Glory’s 2014 
Silent Auction was just a “Bay Day.” Yet what a classic Bay 
Day it was on October 11 when Virginia Lukkes and Mike 
Gompertz took to the waters aboard Wayne & Susan Mooers’ 
Pacific 22 Cruiser. 
 
 Virginia & Mike 
put on the “dress colors” 
and certainly turned some 
heads during lunch on 
San Francisco Yacht 
Club’s deck.  Part of the 
“intended confusion” was 
my introduction of them 
to the club’s maître d’ as 
honored guests “MISS 
VIRGINIA” and Mike, 
the Eastern Governor!”  
Boy, what great service, 
looks, mutual laughter 
and outright good time confusion prevailed during our stay. 

 
 We cruised up to 
the Golden Gate Bridge 
with all it’s splendor, and 
then down the City Front.  
Word quickly got out 

ahead of us because 
pretty soon all those 
Fleet Week flier boys 
were doing daring 
loops overhead, and 
The Blue Angel 
“studs” were roaring 
by and showing off 
for us.  The Bay was 
full of yachts, and we 
were later told some 
10,000 fans lined the shoreline – just to see ‘the’ Miss Virginia 
and Mike go by – well, maybe! 
 
 Fellow ACBS members Kathy and Norm Kitching 
cruised up and saluted, while Jo Anne and Ted Lyman later 
hosted us aboard their motor yacht into the evening at Clipper 
Cove. 
 
 And so the ACBS events and friends continue to “just 
happen.” Yet on behalf of our ACBS Wood & Glory Event, we 
thank Virginia and Mike for their generous Silent Auction bids, 
and now we respectfully cheer on our new Chapter director 
“MISS VIRGINIA”…. and the honorable Governor”! 
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Kelly and I arrived at B&W Resort on Thursday for the 
Delta Cruise Weekend.  We got there a day early so that we 
could finish up some administrative work, put the boat bags 
together and just get everything ready for the weekend.  I also 
wanted to launch my new boat (1947 U-22) for the first time 
and see how she handled.  I had run it in the driveway at home 
but this was the first time in the water for me.  The official 
event begins on Friday night, but we were surprised at how 
many people also arrived on Thursday.  After my sea trial 
cruise, unloading the truck into the cabin and finishing up some 
of our work, we walked over to Gene and Sue Dangel’s RV 
spot to find an impromptu Woodie Woopie going on with  
several participants.  Gene had his BBQ fired up, all kinds of 
side dishes were out, and everyone was getting ready to Q up 
their main course. After filling our tummies, we all sat around 
the fire pit for some good conversations, jokes and story  
telling. 

 
Friday morning boats began rolling in and getting 

launched.  Several of us headed to Giusti’s Restaurant for a 
little lunch and cruise.  After lunch we started making our way 
back to B&W to get ready for the Friday night Woodie 
Whoopie.  As we were making our way back, I noticed new 
members, Rich and Tania Tornberg in their newly restored 
1955 Continental, “Young at Heart,” off to the side of the  
channel drifting.  As I was pulling up to assist them, Tania 
dove in and Rich was right behind her.  Turns out they were 
just hot and it was time for a dip.  We waved and continued 
back to B&W. 

 
Everyone started arriving for the official event start of the 

Friday night potluck BBQ.   The tables were all lined up along 
the levy overlooking the slips that were now filling up with 
many of the 40 boats that were registered for the weekend.  
Ronda Little was at the first table, checking everyone in,  
collecting last minute funds from the late payers (you know 
who you are), and handing out the goodie bags.  The ACBS 
banners were flowing in the breeze and the tables were all lined 
with Lew and Debra Dobbins’ lanterns.   Rick and Laurie  
Gurries had the food tables set for the potluck dishes everyone 
was dropping off, the BBQ’s smoking, and the drinks on ice.   
Everyone was enjoying their dinners and libations, conversing 
with old and new friends and making it a wonderful evening.  
Kelly and I were especially happy because our daughter, son in 
law and 10 month old grandson joined us for dinner, and I got 
to show him off to everybody. 

 
Saturday morning got jump started with a breakfast on the 

Levy.  It was supposed to be a continental breakfast but boy did 
Barbara Foster out do herself.  She had fruit and muffins, coffee 
and tea, hot chocolate and orange juice, granola and yogurt, 
hard boiled eggs (my 
#1 requirement) and 
even quiche.  There 
was more but I can’t 
remember it all.   
Needless to say, no one 
went hungry. 

 
Tim Stapleton 

was again our organizer 
for the poker run and 
cruise to Grindstone Joe’s private Island.  Everyone was given a 
copy of the chart and locations of where the stops would be to 
pick up your cards.  The weather was perfect and the main ship 
channel was nice and smooth.  There was no designated leader 
as everyone could just go at their own pace.  This worked out 
great for our second card that we picked up from Gene and Sue 
Dangel.  However, as we headed on to our next card location, 
all the boats started to follow the boat in front of them, which 
was following the boat in front of it, which in turn was doing 
the same thing all the way down the line for the better part of 
20+ boats.  Well the boat all the way up in front either missed a 

turn, or what I think 
was the case, just 
wanted to cruise a 
bit longer and  
everyone followed in 
line.  Our trip to the 
second card that was 
supposed to be about 
5 to 6 miles turned 
into a wonderful 14+ 
mile scenic cruise to 
our second card.  

Thanks to Jeff Peterson for becoming our unofficial guide boat 
and taking us on a great cruise.  After picking up our third card 
from Greg and Micki Joseph, we had pretty much a straight shot 
to our fourth card, however we still got a little turned around as 
to what dock Bobby Gaestel and Teri Parker were tied up to 
with our card at King Island.  Now it was all good and we had 
just a little jaunt on to Grindstone Joe’s and I thought every-
thing was great.  That was until members, Roy and Carole  
Davenport, visiting from the Southern California Chapter of 
ACBS enjoying our Delta Cruise for their first time, hadn’t  
expected the extra mileage cruise.  See Roy and Carole were in 
their 1950 14’ Chris Craft kit boat with an outboard motor.  Roy 
had filled his 6 gallon tank all the way to the brim but it turned 
out it just wasn’t quite enough for our 30+ mile cruise.  No  
worries, Joel and Debbie 
Castro took Roy in tow  
behind Banshee until Wayne 
and Susan Mooers grabbed 
on to them with their ski boat 
and brought them into  
Grindstone’s.  When I went 
to check on Roy and Carole 
at Grindstone’s, they came 
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up to me with big smiles on their faces.  Roy said, “We got to 
be towed by a 1948 Western Fairliner Torpedo boat!  How cool 
is that?  When you guys say you’re going for a cruise, you 
really go for a cruise.  In Southern California, we run out of 
lake long before we run out of gas!” 

 
Our hosts The Grindstone Joe’s Association outdid  

themselves this year.  The Island was beautifully maintained 
with some new landscape and furniture.  Paul and Susie  
Campbell had everything set up for us and the BBQ’s going.  
One of my favorite 
parts is watching all 
our new and old 
friends gathering on 
the deck of the  
pavilion, eating their 
ample picnic lunches, 
having great  
conversations and 
overlooking all of our 
beautiful boats at the 
docks. 

 
Boats began leaving one by one on their own leisurely 

cruise back to B&W.  The Davenport’s had obtained a spare 
tank of gas from Steve Patmont that he had on his boat, and 
everyone made the short 8 mile trip back to B&W.  As we 
were preparing for dinner, some folks were napping, some 
went waterskiing while others were continuing to visit with 
friends.  Ronda Little was busy decorating the tables for dinner 
while Joel and Debbie Castro got everything else ready.  B&W 
had strung a set of lights from the trees giving us a wonderful 

ambiance for our 
catered dinner on 
the lawn.  Food for 
the evening was 
once again pre-
pared on sight by 
“A Touch of  
Mesquite Catering” 
out of Lodi.  What 

a fabulous feast of salmon, 
chicken and steak we  
enjoyed.  Tim Stapleton 
announced the winner of 
the Poker Run with Gene 
and Sue Dangel having the 
best hand.  They took home 
a beautiful boat/beach bag 
that was custom made and 
embroidered by ACBS Member Laurie Gurries.  Lee and Sandy 
Chase were recognized at the dinner also for all of their hard 
work and efforts in the boat building project and allowing their 
garage to be taken over for 3 ½ years with the Sea Scouts. 

 
Sunday morning started with all of us wiping down our 

boats from the little rain storm that came thru during the night.  
The air was fresh and we again fired up the boats for our short 
cruise down the Mokelumne River to Moore’s Riverboat  
Restaurant for brunch.  They too outdid themselves this year 
with a wonderful spread and a Bloody Mary Condiment Bar to 

die for.  After brunch, 
while some went home, 
Gene Dangel led 14 boats 
on our Sunday cruise.  I 
noticed that Roy and 
Carole Davenport had 2 
tanks in their boat for this 
cruise.  We went up the 
South Fork of the  
Mokelumne, past 
Wimpy’s Restaurant and 
through the cross channel 
gates into the Sacramento 
River.  A quick stop for 
ice cream in Walnut 
Grove and we were on to 
cruising down beautiful 
Georgiana Slough.  This took us back to B&W where our 
weekend event came to an end. 

 
I really want to thank my 
committee for putting on a 
great event.  I also want to 
Thank all of you who  
attended the Delta Cruise 
2015. It was really great to 
see families attending the 
event:  The Kehoes, the 
Heins, the Giroux, the 
Petersons and anyone else 

that brought their families.   
Remember we need to pass this love we have for wooden and 
classic boats on to our families and future generations for it to 
continue.  I really hope to see everyone at next year’s event, 
which will be only 1 week after the International Show, and 
don’t forget to bring your family.    

 

 

 

 

 Delta Cruise Chairman 
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Layne Davis event chairman 
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Barbara Foster, incoming President and 
Bob Malarkey, outgoing President  

Hanny Patmont, Laurie Guries, Ronda Little 
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By Debra Dobbins 
In the beginning there was a gal (we will call her Suzi) 

that wanted to do hands-on work on a boat that was in need of 
some restoration.  Talking to the G.M. of the boat company (we 
will call him Herb), Suzi & Herb thought the idea of putting on a 
workshop for other like-minded owners of these old wood boats 
was a good one.  

So, notices went out with the cost and dates in Western 
Wood and interested parties showed up at Sierra Boat Company 
in Carnelian Bay. Boat owners were there to learn what and how 
to begin the process of restoring their fabulous wood boats. For 
two days they toiled, ate and drank (a little).  It was a very suc-
cessful endeavor. 

Everyone was so happy that it happened again, for two 
more years under the direction of Herb and his crew.  The work-
shop location changed to the Stone Boat Yard in the Bay Area 
near Oakland on the 4th year.  Dave, the owner, along with Norm 
were on hand and several restorers from Northern California 
were the presenters this time.  Tony, Dave & Rudy, Chuck and 
Herb taught varnish, bottom replacement, motor and engine care. 

The following workshop was at Western Runabouts on the 
West Shore of Lake Tahoe.  Tony taught the participants a thing 
or ten about those old wood boats.  There was snow, pizza, beer 
and some went skiing too. 

The 6th & 7th workshops were run by Preston at the shop of 
Northwest Classics. Dave & Rudy presented a new perspective 
to restoration.  About 45 folks showed up at their rural shop near 
Auburn for two days of instruction.  The large group was broken 
into teams sharing the restorer’s expertise. Todd & Curt jumped 
in on this one, as well as former instructors. Copious notes were 
taken. Varnished was spattered. Sawdust was flying. George 
barbequed for them all.  

Now it was my turn to present a workshop for the chapter. 
Northwest Classics were so gracious to allow us to have it at 
their facility again.  Gary of Classic Craft presented fiberglass 
repair and materials to the group. Dave & Rudy astonished all 
with their rapid fabrication & replacement of a stem and keel on 
a post war Gar Wood.  We started a new feature, a group dinner 
on Saturday night in Auburn, spouses invited. Hearty home-
made food was served throughout the weekend.  

The following workshop was held at Marty’s warehouse/
shop in Sacramento. California Trailer Works (formerly DHM 
Trailers) was close by and we took a field trip and tour of their 
facility. It was very enlightening.  Herb demonstrated winterizing 
an engine and Lew led hands-on engine work including adjusting 
valves, head removal and installation to name a few. Tony got 
the varnish brushes into everyone’s hands to apply varnish to the 
side of a boat.  Vince returned the Workshop to Northwest Clas-
sics the following year.  It poured rain this time! All of the usual 
suspects talked about what they know best, wood boats.  

Two years later, I again hosted the workshop for the first 
time ever at Bauman Restorations in Grass Valley.  Curtiss is a 

master of varnish! With Aaron and Tony’s help, all bases 
were covered. We skipped a year and then returned to Curt’s 
shop for another year of heavy rain. With Curt on a wireless 
mic, everyone could hear over the rain pounding on the roof 
as several inches fell. Additional guests rounded out the work-
shops providing new topics. Stan Marshall presented his up-

holstery expertise and an amazing display of materials. Herb & 
Lew did their talk and demonstrations on all things mechanical 
and electrical.  Johnny Ray Rodriguez explained the chrome plat-
ing world and did a fabulous job of satisfying everyone with his Q 
& A.  As usual, there was plenty of great food and even a local 
gourmet ice cream vendor added to our Saturday lunch. Saturday 
night group dinners were enjoyed by all. 

 

2016 Restora-
tion Workshop 

Sign-up  
Information 

Here we are at 
our 12th Restoration 
Workshop and we are 
all excited about re-
turning to Sierra Boat Company. It’s like coming full circle. 
Come join us along with Herb and his crew on Friday & Satur-
day, March 11th & 12th, 2016 for fun, food, varnish and a com-
memorative shirt.  In case we are snowed out, backup dates of 
April 22nd & 23rd are being scheduled. Herb’s team will lead an-
other hands-on session including:   

Varnish and general re-finishing: Participants will get 
hands on experience in the proper preparation and application of 
varnish. We plan on utilizing a 1935, 36’ Hutchinson sedan for 
this demo. It’s a big boat so everyone will get a chance to prac-
tice. Be ready to do some sanding first!  In addition, we will dem-
onstrate how to properly deal with those pesky live seams. We 
will share methods for re-caulking deck seams and how to prop-
erly stripe new ones. 

Carpentry: We will go over the complexities of bottom 
replacement. There is no easy way!  We will show you some of 
our proven methods and have a conversation on the pros and cons 
of various systems. West System vs 5200 or maybe another op-
tion. We will also demonstrate some basic boat carpentry and talk 
about re-fastening and bunging a plank. 

 Mechanical: How to properly set and align your newly re-
built engine: how to inspect your running gear before you start. 
General mechanical tips and the need for a sound fuel system. 
The how-to’s of good wiring.   Q and A: Get answers from ex-
perts with over 100 years of collective experience.  

To sign-up, please go to the Chapter website at http://acbs-
tahoe.org/  and select the Events Tab and Restoration Workshop. 
The price for all of this talent and home-made food will be $160.  
We request that you make your payment via PayPal on the chap-
ter web site. If that is not feasible for you, we will accept a check, 
contact the webmaster for instructions. We are looking at arrang-
ing another group dinner. This would be on Friday night the 11th. 
Please let us know if you would be interested and if your spouse 
will attend.  Please advise us of your shirt size.  For questions or 
additional information please contact Debra at losthorse-
books@sbcglobal.net (530-263-3229) or Lew at 
l.dobbins@sbcglobal.net (530-263-0412).  Did I mention the ice 
cream? 
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By Don Leutz, Membership Chair 
 

Please join me in welcoming new Members to the Northern 
California/Lake Tahoe Chapter of ACBS:  
 
Derk Brill and Pat Boomer, Mountain View, CA 
 
Jeffrey and Sharon Johnson, Newcastle, CA  
 
Oliver Roux, Egham, Surrey, England 
 
Patrick Jeffry, New Rochelle, NY 
 
I would also like to thank those members who have renewed 
their memberships in the ACBS Northern California/Lake Ta-
hoe Chapter.  Many memberships are coming up for renewal 
in the next few weeks.  Please take the opportunity to renew 
now on the ACBS Website, www.acbs.org, or give me a call at 
916-681-4751 or email me at leutz@inreach.com and I will 
help you with the renewal process. You surely do not want to 
miss out on any of our many family oriented fun activities 
planned for 2016. 

 
Please encourage your family and friends to join ACBS and 
our local chapter, even if they do not have an antique or classic 
boat.  ACBS is devoted to the preservation, restoration, and 
education of  
classic boating.  And, it is a great organization in which to 
meet likeminded people. It is also a great opportunity to get 
young people interested and  
involved in preserving our antique and classic boats and his-
tory.  
 
As a member, you will receive a Directory of  
Members in your choice of printed format or online.  You will 
receive not only the International ACBS “RUDDER” Maga-
zine, but our own “WESTERN WOOD” Magazine published 
by our local chapter.  In these publications, you will find event 
calendars, articles regarding Classic Boating and history, pho-
tos of boat shows and other events, antique and classic boats 
for sale, as well as many other interesting  
articles, plus discounts on various goods and services from 
ACBS supporters.  
 
Membership Dues are extremely reasonable: $50.00 for ACBS 
International, plus $25.00 for Northern California/Lake Tahoe 
Chapter.  Let’s grow our Chapter together and meet new 
friends and classic boating enthusiasts and keep our passion 
alive.  I welcome and look forward to your suggestions and 
help in introducing new friends to ACBS and also your help in 
retaining our current members.   
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By Paul Anderson 
 

 
 
On September 12, Bobbi and I began our fourth trip “back 
east,” towing Klondike, our 1938 Chris-Craft Clipper (25-ft 
cabin cruiser) 2,200 miles to the ACBS Annual Meeting and 
Boat Show.  This year it was in northern Minnesota, slightly 
closer than our earlier trips to Michigan, Wisconsin, and  
Missouri.  The slowest part of the trip east is always going over 
Donner Summit.  The rest of the country is mostly flat.  But my 
1995 Ford F250 (7.5L gas engine) just hums along – and stops 
to refuel in every town. 
 
After 5 long days on the road we arrived at Lake Minnetonka, 
site of the Pre-Event.  There was a cruise on the lake one day.  
It is the exact opposite of Lake Tahoe’s oval, with many bays 
and sub-bays, most of which you have to go under a low road 
bridge to get to.  There are a couple of large bays that sailboats 
can use.  The local ACBS chapter held a small boat show there.  
Klondike was given the Best Cruiser Award, along with a nice 
painting of a boat. 
 
Then we trailered another 150 miles north to Gull Lake, site of 
the ACBS main event.  Just before we left California, I had 
Dave & Rudy at Northwest Classic Boats repaint the topsides 
and tweak a few other things, but Klondike still showed some 
wear & tear from 5 years of use since the restoration in 2010.  
Klondike had been in 5 shows and was always a first-place 
boat, so I expected her to do OK, but not get the top award. 

 
The judges were not as thorough as some have been in earlier 
shows.  They didn’t get down in the engine compartment and 
look for sawdust particles.  So I didn’t know what to expect.  At 

the Awards Banquet, they projected a list of the winning boats’ 
numbers on a large screen.  I didn’t see my number, 002.  The 
MC went down the list in numerical order, announcing each 
winner.  I whispered to Bobbi “I don’t see my number.  That’s 
either very good or very bad.”  Under the new ACBS judging 
system, there are 3 categories of winners, silver, gold, and  
platinum (for boats earning 87+, 93+, or 97+ points).  I felt that 
Klondike was a lot better than 87 points, but her name never 
came up.  The MC said “Now we come to the overall winners.”  
I was feeling very blue, when Klondike’s photo flashed on the 
huge screen and the MC said “Overall Best of Show,  
Restored – Klondike!”  I was floored. 

 
The NorCal/Lake Tahoe chapter did very well in Minnesota.  
Jeff Peterson and I won awards at both Lake Minnetonka and 
Gull Lake.  Dirk Brill won at Gull Lake.  Cynthia McMillen 
received an award for her many 
years of service as an ACBS  
Director.  Someone counted 18 NC/
LT members there, including chapter 
president Bob Mullarkey and new 
ACBS Treasurer Tim Bush.  The 
Kitchings (Norm had rebuilt  
Klondike’s K engine in 2010) joined 
us in renting a house near the lake.  
At the Awards Banquet, Chuck  
Kelley made a presentation about 

Boat Show at Bar Harbor Supper Club/Marina on Gull Lake.  
Klondike is in the upper right corner, mostly hidden in the trees 
behind the boat with the white roof. (photo by Woody Boater 
photographer) 

Klondike 

Klondike’s picture on the big screen as she is announced as 
winner of the Best of Show – Restored trophy (photo by Bobbi 
Callison) 
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events at the ACBS International Meeting next year at Lake 
Tahoe. 
 
On the way home (another 5 days on the road), we stopped by 
Dave & Rudy’s shop to show them the trophy.  They were  
delighted.  This is their second Overall Best Restored win at an 
ACBS Annual Meeting.  In 2008 they won with Hapike, a 1941 
Gar Wood 31-ft commuter. 
 
More good news.  I had de-
cided to sell Klondike as I am 
in my 80’s and can’t crawl 
around on boats easily - espe-
cially on a boat that is 10 ft 
high on the trailer and diffi-
cult for me to launch and re-
trieve.  In August I listed her 
for sale with Dave Bortner of 
Freedom Yacht Services near 
Lake Minnetonka (he also 
restores boats), intending to 
leave her with Dave rather 
than trailer her home again.  I 
hoped that someone on one of 
Minnesota’s 10,000 lakes 
would want her. 
 
The Bar Harbor Supper Club 
is the historic restaurant/
marina that hosted the Gull 

1938 photo & article on wall 
of Bar Harbor Supper Club 
(photo by Bobbi Callison) 

Rudy & Dave of NW Classic Boats, with Paul holding the tro-
phy (photo by Bobbi  
Callison) 

Lake boat show.  It was built in 1938 as a casino.  Inside the 
current building there is a newspaper clipping and photo dated 
May 8, 1938, showing a boat identical to Klondike being 
launched at the casino, to bring guests from lakeside resorts and 
deliver mail around the lake.  Klondike was delivered on April 
23, 1938, so I believe that they are sister ships, built on the as-
sembly line at the same time.  When John Allen,  
current owner of the Bar 
Harbor Supper Club, 
found out about Klon-
dike, he became very  
interested.  He said he’d 
like to use Klondike to 
recreate her sister ship’s 
trips around the lake 
almost 80 years earlier.  
He hasn’t made an offer 
yet, but I think it’s likely 
he will. 
 
So our long drive to 
Minnesota  
appears to be a  
resounding success. 
 
 
 

Best of Show (Restored): 
1938 25’ Chris-Craft Clipper “Klondike” (98.5 pts) – Paul Anderson 
 
Best Classic Utility (Preserved): 
1961 21’ Chris-Craft Continental Hardtop “Fin & Tonic” Platinum – Dirk Brill 
 
Bob Speltz LOL Chapter’s inaugural “Spirit of the Sport” Award: 
(Awarded to the boat that earns the highest number of points in ACBS judging which also participates in pre-event boating 
days.) 
1949 22’ Chris-Craft Sportsman “Emma II” Gold – Jeff Peterson 
 
 
Hagerty Safety Award :– Don Leutz  
 
Appreciation Plaque for service on the ACBS Board of Directors:  – Cynthia McMillen 
 
Elected National Treasurer of ACBS – Tim Bush 
 
List Of NorCal/LakeTahoe Winners at the 40th Bob Speltz LOL Rendezvous  
on Lake Minnetonka, MN, Sept. 19, 2015 
 
Best Cruiser – 1938 25’ Chris-Craft Clipper “Klondike” – Paul Anderson 
 
Best  Utility – 1949 22’ Chris-Craft Sportsman “Emma II” – Jeff Peterson 
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Safety First! (Article #7) 
By Captain Don Leutz 

Many Boaters enjoy boating after sunset 
and sometimes at night, particularly at Lake 
Tahoe to view the 4th of July and Labor 
Day Fireworks. However, night time boat-
ing can be extremely hazardous as visual 
depth perception is lessened.  Usually rec-
ognizable waters can become very unfamil-
iar in darkness.  And, shore lights can be 
difficult to distinguish from those that on 
the water.  Some boaters do not know what 
is required in the way of navigations lights 
when boating between Sunset and Sunrise 
or during other periods of restricted visibil-
ity such as fog, rain, haze, etc.  In fact, 
many boaters do not check their  
running lights on a regular basis and may 
not be prepared to boat at night or during 
impaired weather. 

The U.S. Coast Guard has specific rules regarding  
lighting for every type of watercraft which must be followed 
for safe boating.  Becoming familiar with the required lights 
for different vessels can help the boater determine the size and 
length of another vessel, the orientation of a boat in relation to 
the boater’s vessel and the general direction the other boat 
may be traveling. 

Most of our classic and antique boats are less than 39.4 
feet in length and are power driven, so I will focus this  
discussion on power boats 39.4 feet or less.  A boat meeting 
this criteria is required to have red and green sidelights at the 
bow and an all-around white light at least 3.3 feet above the 
sidelights at the rear of the vessel. The sidelights can actually 
be separate lights, one on each side of the bow, or they can be 
a combination light, meaning two lights in one fixture.  The 
red bow light is located on the Port Side (left side) of the boat.  
The green bow light is located on the Starboard (right side) of 
the boat. (Figure 2)  

When you see a red navigation light from your vessel, 
you are required to give way (give the right of way) to that 
vessel, as it is the stand-on vessel.  If you see both a red and a 
green light of another boat, it means that the boat is coming 
toward you and you should take immediate action to alter your 
course to avoid a collision. (Figure A) 

If a power driven vessel is between 39.4 feet and 164 

 

feet, it needs to show the red and green bow lights, a 135  
degree stern light and a 225 degree masthead light. (Figure 1)   

     Since there are many sailboats at Lake Tahoe and all 
Northern California waterways, we also need to be aware of 
their lighting requirements that are more detailed and complex.  

      Sailboats of less than 65.6 feet in length must also dis-
play red and green navigation lights and a 135 degree white 
light.  However, because of the mast and sail, the lights can ac-
tually be configured slightly differently.  A sailboat in this size 
category can display the usual red and green forward sidelights 
and a 135 degree white light aft. (Figure 3)  A sailboat can also 
display a combination red/green and white light at the top of its 
mast. Figure 4) Also, a sailboat can display a red light over a 
green light at the top of its mast in combination with a forward 
red and green sidelight and a 135 degree white light aft. (Figure 
5)   

      Night time boaters should be aware that a sailing ves-
sel less than 23 feet must exhibit red and green sidelights and 
rear white light or a combination red, green, and white light on 
the top of its mast.  However, if this size vessel does not exhibit 
these lights, they are required to have, ready at hand, an electric 
torch, or lighted lantern (or flashlight) showing white light in 
sufficient time to prevent a collision. (Figure 6)   

A vessel under the power of oars (row boat) must also 
exhibit the same lights as a sailboat or shall also have ready an 
electric torch or lighted lantern (flashlight) showing a white 
light that shall be shown in sufficient time to prevent a collision. 
Figure 7)   

All vessels that anchor at night must display anchor lights. 
Vessels less than 164 feet in length must display an all-around 
white light that is visible in all directions. (Figure 8) 

There are many other navigation lights required for vessels 
which may be towing, fishing, trawling, restricted in maneuver-
ability, etc.  I would encourage you con-
tact www.uscgboating.org for more infor-
mation. 

Finally, when boating at night be 
advised to stick to the main channel and 
do not take shortcuts.  It is often difficult 
to judge distances at night and it is best to 
slow down so that you can concentrate on 
what you see, the navigation lights, lights 
from aids to navigation, and lights on the 
shore.   

See you on the Lake! 
 
(Illustrations courtesy of the  

Figure 4 Figure 3 Figure 5 Figure 6 Figure 7 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 

Figure 8 

starboard bow stern port 

Figure A 
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For Sale 
1948 Chris Craft 17' Deluxe Runabout 
1950 Chris Craft 19' Racing Runabout 
1947 Chris Craft 22' Sportsman 
1965/66 Chevy 427 Engine. Never started since new. 
All boats totally restored and show winners. 
For information contact Bill @ 916-652-4689 

For Sale 
1937 Gar Wood 25 ft Triple Cockpit Runabout. Sierra 
Sue Hull #6110, Concourse de Elegance "Best of Show" 1999, 
new Volvo Penta 454 engine, original Chrysler Majestic engine 
available, Priced to sell at $225,000.00. Contact Don at  
916-765-1517 or smithdon1315@gmail.com. 

For Sale 
1960 Chris Craft Continental 18 ft– Original Chris 283 en-
gine, West system bottom. Full waterline cover. Converti-
ble top. A nice clean running boat. 
$8,500.00 call Don 530-344-9316. 

For Sale 
1964 Chris-Craft 21' Sportsman 
Lapstrake plywood utility, 283 V-8.  
See page 506 in The Essential Guide.  
Needs some wood replacement and refastening. Extras 
available. Includes Float-On double-axle aluminum trailer, 
aluminum wheels + spare, disc brakes. Dual air-horn set-
up, complete, never mounted. As purchased new from 
Classic Boating Magazine. 
Jim Guigli  jimguigli@sbcglobal.net  916-488-7448 

For Sale 
1930  43’ Stevens tri-cabin motor yacht.  Twin Perkins diesels/
northern light genset.   Perfect cruising boat - CIELITO has done 
the Great Loop and summered in British Columbia waters.  She 
is in excellent  condition – lying in San Francisco.  $139,000.   
Call Mont @ 209 481 5158 or email @ il2123@gmail.com. 

For Sale 
1967 Riva Junior #141, excellent restore 2012, please look at 
our website Rivawoodenboats4sale.com 
1951 CC Racing runabout R-19-343, recent 1st in class at 
Tahoe Concours $64000 
Call Bob, 530-470-8785, Drobertson530@comcast.net 

For Sale  
Chrome octagonal gas cap with vent hole on top. Excellent 
condition, 2 years old for early Chris craft or? $50.00 or best 
offer. Choke cable with chrome knob with large C on knob.  
Excellent condition. 2 years old for 40's /50's Chris Craft or? 
$75.00 or best offer. Call Peter 415 518 2720 

For Sale 
1973 41' Chris Craft F.D. Motor Yacht. Great condition, 2 
Ford 8 300 engines, GPS, wonderful interior.  2 staterooms 
(sleeps 6) , 2 full heads, salon and galley.  Enclosed aft deck. 
Many extras. $45,000.   Contact Gail at (530) 673-3584. 

Please contact the editor at lee.chase@comcast.net to place or remove a Trading Dock ad. 

For Sale 
1963 Century Resorter,17' . Totally original, Tahoe Concours 
winner 1989. Ford interceptor 360/220 hp. 1987 survey-$15,000. 
Asking $9000. 
Call Jim 916-456-9941, jjchilders@surewest.net 

For Sale  
1978 Riva St. Tropez, this is the fiberglass version of the Super 
Aquarama. Only 300 were ever produced worldwide. Very origi-
nal boat with only 470 hours. $65,000.  
Call Marty Feletto at (916) 765-1234. 

For Sale  
1956 Besotes 20’ Golden Arrow. Concours show  
condition.  One of only two 20’ v-drive models custom built by 
the Besotes Bros.  Original Tahoe boat ordered new by Fred  
Gellert.  Restored to perfection by Besotes expert Jack  
Greenhalgh. Won many first place awards at Lake Tahoe wooden 
boat shows. Very high performance 390 CI Cadillac engine with 
two four barrel carbs., roller cam, etc. very fast , comfortable 
boat! Includes original tandem axle Besotes Bros. custom 
trailer.  A piece of Lake Tahoe boat history!  $45,000.  
Contact Paul Mehus 408-639-1272 or paul@mehus.com 

For Sale 
1954 20’ Chris Craft Sportsman (Utility), Gray Marine 327 ci, 
220 hp engine, dual battery system, added seating in front of en-
gine box, carpeted, nice condition, needs bottom paint. 
Asking $22,000 (includes trailer), Contact Jim at 775-831-3060 

For Sale  
1954 Chris Craft, 18' Riviera, fully restored. Hull number: R18-
1075. Equipped with original engine, rebuilt with less than 25 
hours since restoration. Engine is a K. Gauges and hardware are 
original. Last in the water 9/30/14 and works great.  West System 
bottom (fiberglass coating). Located in Homewood, Lake Tahoe. 
*Excellent condition - $24,750  firm.* Please email Dana @ 
delaney921@aol.com with questions or to see photos. 

For Sale 
19 ft Continental 1961 Chris Craft 283 20 hours new engine 
rebuilt from Sierra Boat Lake Tahoe with new heads. Rebuilt 
trans. New wood and Smith systems on bottom. New custom seat 
covers. Clean and good running. With trailer. Ready to go. 
PRICE 'boat with trailer’ is 31,000.00. phone number (209) 
599-4502; EMAIL, JERRI429@AOL.COM 
RON AND JERRI SMITH. RIPON,CALIF. 
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For Sale 
Two 18’ Chris Craft Riviera Runabouts; a 1951 and 1953. 
Both boats are fully restored to show condition. Priced at 
$28,000 each; take your pick. These two beautiful boats 
have brand new custom built trailers. Call Don Veihmeyer 
at (530) 344-9316 
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