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Western Wood is published quarterly – Winter, Spring, 
Summer, and Fall for mailing to over 600 members of 
our Northern California / Lake Tahoe Chapter.  Your 
advertising dollar takes your business to the center of 
the select Northern California classic boating community 
and activities. 
 2012 Rates:  Color 
 Business Card  4 times $250 
 (2 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $75 
 Quarter Page  4 times $500 
 (4 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $150 
 Half Page   4 times $800 
 (4 1/2 x 71/2”)  1 time $250 
 Full Page  4 times $1600 
 (9 1/2 x 7 1/2”)  1 time $500 
 
Inquire To: Lee Chase or Bob Mullarkey 
  westernwood@acbs-tahoe.org    

WESTERN WOOD is the Quarterly newsletter of the North-

ern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter, of The Antique and Classic 
Boat Society, Inc. and is published for the benefit of Chapter 

members.  Publication dates are... 
 May-Spring  Deadline: April 15 

 August-Summer  Deadline: July 15 

 November-Fall  Deadline: October 15 
 February-Winter  Deadline: January 15 

The newsletter is available on our website: www.acbs-tahoe.org 
Questions, articles for publication, advertisements and letters to 

the editor, etc. should be sent to... 

westernwood@acbs-tahoe.org 
lee.chase@comcast.net 
sandy-chase@sbcglobal.net  

Spring is the beginning of a great ACBS events season. It’s also 
time to get our boats ready to go into the water again. Nothing 
spoils a boating event more than having the engine quit in the 
middle of the lake unless it’s having it sink. 
 
Don’t just put your boat in the water and expect  
everything to be ready to go. Expect to find a few issues to re-
solve. While getting my Chris Craft ready I  
discovered that the engine water intake hose had become brittle 
and ready to crack at one end. It looked OK at first glance, the 
upper end was still good but the bilge end of the hose was ready 
to break. This would have been a bad day on the water if it 
broke under way. The lesson seems to support that old saying 
“an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”. 
 
The Discovery Bay Yacht Club's Splashers's Group would like 
to extend an invitation to vintage boat owners and their families 
to participate in the 2nd annual Vintage Boat Social Event, Sep-
tember 21, 2013. This event is a static display in the Club and 
Marina parking lot and in the water harbor display and will be 
followed by a dinner and entertainment at the yacht club. Din-
ner's will cost from $14.00 - $20,00 and a full service bar will 
be open throughout out the day and evening. See our web site 
www.acbs-tahoe.org for an application.  
 
I hope to see you out on the water, happy boating!!! 
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Joel and Debbie Castro 

Our boating season is here!! 
 
If any of you missed our Spring Fling, sorry! It turned out to be one of the best ever! Thank you Barbara and your committee for a 
great weekend and a great time was had by all that attended. If you have not had the chance to go on a state side Safari, you most 
definitely missed out on a new adventure. If you were one of the many that made it to the event, be sure to pass on your thanks to 
Barbara for a job well done. 
 
By the time this letter gets out, Mother’s Day will have come and gone and also Bass Lake will be done. Thank You to all Moms!! 
I hope you had a “GREAT DAY”! 
 
As far as Bass Lake goes, Debbie will have gone above and beyond again this year for the event. She always comes up with some 
of the most interesting ideas every year and makes it more difficult for herself. She seems to enjoy all she does so who am I to say  
anything? The members participating this year will find some new things to help them all in making memories. Clear Lake WOOD 
& GLORY appears to be headed in a great direction thanks to Doug Reed and company. He has many things in store for our mem-
bers this year and they sound like they are going to be really something to remember. Doug, if you can top last year, I will be most 
impressed. I have no doubt you will! 
 
After WOOD & GLORY some of our Woodie Whoopies get started. Check your calendars and plan to make as many of these fun 
events as you possibly can. There is even an event this year at “Lake Shasta”. They are all very lay back and a lot of fun I’ve been 
told. I will definitely see if it will be possible for me and Debbie to at least make a couple as we have not been fortunate in the past 
to participate like we would have liked to. 
 
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE’S WOODEN BOAT CLASSIC. This is our premiere show for the year!! If again you have not had the 
opportunity to attend this event, I am sorry! This event is the “BIG ONE” and no member should miss it! Even if you can’t bring a 
boat, please make a big effort to sign up and participate in any of the numerous events that are available throughout the weekend. If 
you didn’t make it to the Pope Estate event last year, man did you miss out on an event that has no comparison. We as a group were 
the first to be invited to this property as a club ever! Steve Caplan along with his expert committee has events planned like you 
have never seen before! This year we have gained help from a company called Liquid Blue. They will help with the promotion and 
ticket sales if I understand correctly. This should help get the event out to more boating enthusiast’s than we thought possible by 
ourselves. In advance, Thank You Steve for taking on such a big job, and of course thank you goes out to all your helpers!  
 
And then in October, Don’t forget the Famous “Delta Cruise”! This year in order to give Preston a rest; we have Don Parsons  
taking over as chair. Let’s see if he can (I know he can) with a little help from all of us, continue on with what has always been one 
of my favorite events. Thank you Preston for all you’ve done with this event in the past. So far it sounds like Don has everything 
well under control. If anyone wishes to help out, please feel free to contact Don. 
 
We as chairs for the different events have been approached as to possibly adding a small part into each event if possible in regards 
to boat safety. If this sounds like something most of you would like and would participate in I will see that it happens. I for one will 
be adding a Skippers meeting to Bass Lake where I plan to go over some of the finer points of FIRE EXTINGUISHER uses. The 
P.A.S.S system of using a fire extinguisher will be explained, etc. 
 
I seem to be getting a little long winded so I’m going to try and get this letter completed as I’m sure Sandy and Lee will be waiting 
for me to send this over to them. I’m now being told by my beautiful wife that I am definitely making this letter to long. Oh well 
what I can say other than I like talking about boat stuff. Until next time, have a GREAT BOATING YEAR and I’ll be looking for 
all of you all this year of boating fun and camaraderie.  
Thank You All 
Your 2013 President and Forever Good Friend 



 

Western Wood Page 4  

By: Robert L. Gaestel 
When my Dad, Robert J. Gaestel was about 22 years old in 1949, he 
had just gotten out of the Army and was working back at his family's 
Ford dealership in Merced Ca. His parents, Joseph and Emma Gaestel 
had owned a dairy in San Francisco. Before the 1906 earth quake my 
grandfather was hired by the Ford Motor Company to be their parts 
and service manager for Northern Ca. In 1927 the Ford Motor Co. 
offered my grandfather the opportunity to become a Ford Dealer in 
Merced Ca. So in 1928 when my dad was one year old, his parents 
moved from San Francisco and opened Gaestel Motor Company. 
 
My grandfather enjoyed many outdoor sports including duck hunting, 
fishing and sailing. Back, in the 1920's through the 1950's duck hunt-
ing was a wonderful way for his old and new friends from the Bay 
Area to get together and enjoy a weekend in Merced at one of the best 
duck clubs in Central Ca. which my dad still owns with 7 other mem-
bers. Duck hunting turned out to be a great way to meet some very 
wonderful people from around California. 
 
When my grandfather, Joseph Gaestel, passed away in 1941, my 
grandmother became one of the first female auto dealers in the U.S. She kept in touch with most of my grandfathers duck hunting 
buddies including Matt and Mimi Jenkins from Pebble Beach. Matt Jenkins was the Commodore for the Stillwater Yacht Club in 
Pebble Beach, an avid duck hunter and owned / built one of the first Mercury sailboats in Sausalito Ca in 1940 with builder Ernest 
Nunes. Although my dad grew up in the automobile business and is still a new car dealer: his love for hunting and outdoor activities 
continues. 
 
Late in 1949 my dad got into auto racing at our local dirt track in Merced until his mom found out and that ended his auto racing 
career. Soon after that he got interested in sail boats with the encouragement of his father’s friend Matt Jenkins. He and his brother 
Richard started racing 15' sailboats at Lake Yosemite in our home town in Merced against approximately 25 others in it class. 
 
In 1946 a new class of sailboats started racing throughout California. This new class of racing sailboats was called the Mercury 
Class. These sailboats were 18' long and had a fixed lead keel for stability. This very heavy lead keel (635 lbs.) made these wooden 
sailboats very stable in high winds and in the ocean swells. The total weight of the Mercury Class Sloop is approx. 1100 lbs. plus 
gear. The Mercury sailboat was designed to handle the heavy winds in the San Francisco Bay. These types of sailboats required a 
skipper and 1 crew member during the races. 
 
The Mercury Sloop was designed by Ernest Nunes of the Nunes Brothers Boat Works, Sausalito Ca. In 1938 Hull #1 was completed 
and first displayed at the 1939 World's Fair at Treasure Island. At that time most small boats were built with plank construction so 
the Mercury sailboat, with its waterproof plywood construction was considered very advanced for its time. The hull was light by 
comparison and drew immediate interest in the new boat In 1940 many of the buyers helped build their own boats. So to help with 
sales, Ernest Nunes decided to also sale a home built Mercury kit that could be built in garages and barns throughout California. 
Sales increased rapidly. By 1965 the Mercury 
fleet was the second largest with just under 500 members. 
 
Early in 1950 my Dad purchased his pre-owned # 20 Mercury Sailboat" RHYTHM". This was the 20th Mercury Sailboat built. Hull 
# 20 was built in 1941. 1950 was the first year that my dad won his 1st championship. Little did my dad know how successful his 
sailboat RYTHM and racing in the Mercury class would take him. 
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The Mercury Class fleet had races throughout California and the western 
states. All of the races were either on a small Lake or in the Ocean. The races 
were held on the same dates each year and approximately 35 to 59 Mercury 
sail boats attended each event. The Host locations where the events took 
place were always a treat to attend. The committee scheduled the regattas 
each year at Lake Yosemite, Huntington Lake, Millerton Lake, Balboa, Long 
Beach, San Francisco and Pebble Beach. 
 
Early on my dad had a few different friends that crewed for him and did very 
well. But when my dad started dating my mom Bette Cavanna in 1953, she 
became the new first mate and together they became the team to beat. 
 
My mother’s parents Louie and Helen Cavanna really enjoyed going to and 
watching every race. So in 1954 her parents purchased a 1953 Chris-Craft so 
they could take the Chris-Craft to each race and watch from out on the water. 
When my parents were married in 1956, they were given the Chris-Craft as a 
wedding gift. 
 
Through the years my parents enjoyed becoming friends with many of the 
folks involved with the Mercury class sailboats. Some of their fondest 
memories were when they raced at Pebble Beach. Their close friends Matt 
and Mimi Jenkins hosted some of the best cocktail parties every Labor Day 
weekend during the Mercury Regatta races at their home overlooking  
Stillwater Cove in Pebble Beach. The property that the Jenkins owned for 
over 50 years is now owned by the Pebble Beach Golf Club and has been 
converted into the New 5th Hole overlooking the Pacific. There used to be 
an old log cabin on their property overlooking the cliff's that used to be a 
trading post for the Merchant vessels that dropped anchor in Stillwater Cove 
to trade their goods in the late 1800's. The old log cabin is where Matt and Mimi held their annual Labor Day Regatta cocktail  
parties. The Jenkins fondly christened the old log cabin Mimi's bar and grill where they hosted the Mercury Regatta Parties for over 
40 years. 
 
During the 20 plus years that my Dad and Mom were involved in the Mercury class sailboat racing, they achieved many  
accomplishments: 
1. 4 time International Champion's 
2. Won 16 out of 20 Labor Day races at Pebble Beach 
3. Won 16 out of 20 races at Huntington Lake Regatta plus many more from the other events. 
4. Got an invite to join the US Olympic Sailing Team but declined because of other commitments. 
5. Became an Honoree Life Time Member to the Stillwater Yacht Club at Pebble Beach. 
6. Having Stillwater Yacht Club honoring his name on the Regatta Cup Trophies for the past 60 plus years by displaying them in 
their trophy showcases. 
 
Even though we no longer own "RHYTHM", I will always cherish the memories of my Dad teaching my sisters Kellee and Cindee, 
my brother Rick and myself how to sail. Although I was not born till 1959, I have many fond memories of my parents and  
grandparents towing their 1941 Mercury sailboat and their 1953 Chris-Craft to the Mercury Regatta's throughout California and 
learning how to Water Ski and Fish on Lake Tahoe and on our surrounding lakes in the Central Valley in our be-loved Chris-Craft. 
When my Dad ended his sail boat racing in 1971, my parents always 
made it a priority to take the family to Pebble Beach every Labor Day to 
visit with their friends that they made over the years through sailing and 
to enjoy one of the most beautiful locations on earth. This continued 
until Mimi's passing in the early 90's.. Even though my son's Scott and 
Shane were very young at the time, they were able to attend the very last 
get together with me and their grandparents at Mimi's bar and grill. 
 
It was a real treat for me to view well over a 100 newspaper articles that 
were written from San Francisco to San Diego that my mother had 
saved about all the races that they had won throughout their Mercury 
Racing career from 1950 through 1971. 
 
After a complete restoration, RHYTHM has been sold to some very nice 
folks in Germany and is now gracing a Beautiful Lake just outside of 
Berlin. 
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Many boat owners are reluctant to have their classic boat judged at our show for several reasons. Traditional “Concours” judging 
requires the boat to be in as “brand new” original condition. Many owners have beautiful classic boats that don’t fit this criterion so 
they opt out of judging, not wanting to endure the humility of hearing that their boat doesn’t measure up to the “standard”.  
Sometimes it’s because the boat gets used and it’s not quite “brand new” anymore. Or often it’s because they have installed a  
modern motor and done other changes to the original design to make it more reliable and easier to use. Others have a well preserved 
never restored boat in good original condition but does not look “new”. 
 
Over the years we have developed a system of judging boats at the South Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic that is, fair and inclusive. That 
is we have a place for boats that don’t fit the just restored as new category. 
 
Restored boats are judged by the traditional standard of “as-new, as-delivered”, but we encourage people to use their boat so a few 
scuffs and scratches from use are accepted. Some un-restored boats are in such a good preserved condition that they should not be 
restored but continue to be preserved as an example of the true original construction. Thus a preserved boat is judged to a standard of 
“well preserved original boat”, the patina of age is acceptable. 
 
We also have a class for “modified boats”. This class is ideal for classic boats with modern power or other changes to the original 
boat. The criterion for this class is not strict originality but more “maintenance of classic look, workmanship and finish”. We also 
have a class for new reproduction boats and custom built classic style boats and another class for classic race boats. 
 
By having classes for modified and preserved boats we can recognize well deserving boats that don’t fit the traditional judging  
criterion. So we encourage you to have your boat judged. Not only do we have classes for many types of boats, we also have prizes 
for all classes and some very interesting special trophies. So have your boat judged, you could take home a trophy and if you don’t 
you won’t. 

1. we have a class for your boat 

2. we have trophies to give away 

3. we have a great group of judges 

4. we have a fantastic boat show 

5. you can’t win if you don’t enter 

6. you can get bragging rights 

7. you get credit for your work 

8. it’s a good way to show off your boat 

9. it shows your pride of ownership 

10. you can win a unique trophy 
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6th Annual South Lake Tahoe Wooden Boat 
Classic 

It’s More Than Just Boats. It’s a Memory. 
 
As the Antique & Classic Boat Society gears up for their 6th Annual 
South Lake Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic, July 26 – 27, 2013 at Tahoe 
Keys Marina, we’re once again reminded of the historic beauty of rich 
mahogany dancing off the crystal blue waters of Lake Tahoe. In no 
other location around the country can you see as many classic wooden 
boats in such a pristine mountain lake as you can in renowned Lake 
Tahoe. 
 
This July, thousands of boat and summer enthusiasts will embark on a 
historical journey featuring the power and thunder of the 1930s as they 
meander the docks filled with over 80 competing classic wooden boats 
and cast their votes for People’s and Kid’s Choice awards.  But it’s not 
all about the boats. Enjoy music, food, libations, fun people, good times 
and lots of shopping, not to mention the Korbel VIP Lounge and this 
year’s newest addition to the show, the much-anticipated Wine Village 
where you can partake in tasting some of the region’s finest wines.  
 
Show hours are from noon to 5 pm on Friday, July 26 and 9 am to 5 pm 
on Saturday, July 27. Tahoe Keys Marina is located at 2435 Venice 
Drive, South Tahoe, Calif., 96150. Discounted show tickets ($15) and 
Wine Village tickets ($25) are available online at 
www.TahoeWoodenBoats.com. Show tickets are good for both days 
while Wine Village tickets are specific per day. Tickets can also be  
purchased at Raley’s and Nob Hill locations in northern Nevada and 
California. 
 
ACBS MEMBER EVENTS 
While the South Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic is open to the public, the Antique & Classic Boat Society (ACBS) hosts a series of 
additional social events reserved for ACBS members.  This year’s events are: 
 
On The Docks at Tahoe Keys Marina ~ Friday, July 26th at 5pm 
Come mingle with other society members to help bring day one of the show to a close. You’re not competing at this event. Relax. 
Grab a drink and talk shop with other boat owners and enthusiasts as you reveal in the summer evening air of Lake Tahoe. Heavy 
hors d'oeuvres & cocktails will be served.  Cost is $45 per person.  
 
Gatsby Dinner- The Pope Estate ~ Saturday, July 27th at 6pm 
Another members’ favorite event is Saturday night’s wrap up dinner. This meal will feature a three-course buffet style dinner  
provided by High Pointe Catering at the Pope Estate, the oldest and largest estate in the Tallac Historic Site built in the 1890s and 
known in the 1920s as the “Vatican Lodge.” Dress the part or just enjoy the atmosphere. Dinner tickets are $70 per person.  
 
Awards Picnic - Sugar Pine Point State Park ~ Sunday, July 28th at 11am 
Bring your own picnic or buy a ticket for the BBQ lunch and enjoy the 2013 South Lake Tahoe Wooden Boat Show Classic awards 
presentation in the park. This event is open to non-members. Cost for ACBS members and their family members is $10 per person. 
Non-member cost is $35 per person.  
 
Tickets to these member events are available online. Space is limited to certain functions so book early if you plan to attend. 
www.TahoeWoodenBoats.com.  
 
BOAT REGISTRATIONS & SHOW SPONSORSHIPS 
Registration for classic boat contestants closes June 15, 2013. You can register online at www.TahoeWoodenBoats.com. For the 
first time you in the show’s history, boat participants can become a sponsor of the show with their registration.  Sponsor packages 
range from $500 to $3,000. Boat participants who have already registered their boat, but would like to upgrade their registration, 
can call Liquid Blue Events (775-997-4444) for a full credit on their original registration fee. Visit the event’s web site to find out 
the additional perks available to boat show sponsors. We’re beating you’ll like what you see.  
For additional show information, contact Liquid Blue Events at 775-851-4444 or visit the show’s web site at 
www.TahoeWoodenBoats.com.  
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 Start packing your bags and planning your weekend as we 
head back to the Carmel/Monterey Coast for the ACBS Annual 
Meeting and Weekend on November 1st through 3rd , 2013. You say 
you have been there before and nothing new to see? Well, do we have surprises lined up for you!  
Ted & Iren Jenny and their awesome committee, Bruce & Gail Adair, Bob & Sally Mullarkey, Bill & Mary Jo 
Shepherd are at it again and to sweeten the pot, Dave & Tammi Lyon have thrown in their hat in the mix. So, you 
know with a planning committee like that, you’re going to be in for some serious fun. 
 Some teasers and possibilities of what we’re planning for the weekend; a drive on the 17 mile drive and lunch 
at a fabulous property on the drive, a funky dinner or lunch at Moss Landing, dinner at a beautiful Golf Club, a  
possible Fish Fry on the beach, a lot of fun stuff has already been planned, so hold on to your hats and come along 
for the fun. 
 We have reserved 30 great rooms at the Hyatt Regency in Monterey for 159.00 a night, single or double 
occupancy, 184.00 a night, triple occupancy and 209.00 a night quadruple occupancy, so you can share costs if 
you wish.  And we can get more rooms if needed. An incredible price because of some connections we have. There 
are many less expensive options in the area, especially if you act on them now. So, feel free to make your own  
reservations elsewhere if you wish. Our activities are going to be all over the place, so any rooms in the Carmel/
Monterey/Carmel Valley and Seaside area will work.  
 For this weekend, we’d like to do a special shout out to all past presidents of ACBS to come to the event. 
It will be great to see as many of you as we can at the Annual Meeting and Dinner on Saturday night, the 2nd of 
November.  
 More information will come your way in the future. All you need to do now; 

Call the Hyatt Regency Monterey at 831-657-6560, ask for the Antique and Classic Boat Society Block 
and make your reservations. Or reserve rooms anywhere else you wish. It is important that you do this as 
soon as possible as the area is very popular. 

Start saving your pennies. We will have less expensive options for the weekend, but it is always fun to have a 
few dollars in your pocket.  

Start learning all you can about the James Bond movies. There will be fun games and quizzes that weekend, 
celebrating the 60th anniversary of James Bond. 

Come ready to have fun, and find out all that your local ACBS chapter has been up to during the year as we 
say good bye to Current President Joel Bond, oh we mean Joel Castro, and hello to Incoming President, 
Sandy Chase.  

 Any questions, call or email,  Ted or Iren Jenny, home, 707-944-1598, cell, 925-899-9708  
or email jennysrus@att.net.  
See you all there! 
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For a full weekend of boating fun, it’s time to check out a new Woodie Whoopie at Lake Shasta.  Hosts Rick and Laurie 
Gurries invite you to join them at their Lakehead cabin for Lake Shasta Rendezvous II on September 20-22, 2013.  
Boating, relaxation, story sharing, sunshine and fun will be the name of the game for the weekend. 
 
Weekend highlights will be cruising along some of Shasta’s 365 miles of shoreline, lunch at Bridge Bay’s Tail O’the 
Whale Restaurant, potluck breakfasts and dinners on the Gurries’ deck overlooking Lake Shasta and a visit to either 
Shasta Caverns or more lake cruising.  The choice is up to you! 
 
For those who wish to arrive early to the area on Thursday, September 19th we’ll do a potluck dinner at Gurries’ cabin.  
Friday morning we’ll auto to Shasta Dam for a tour.  Make sure to pack your best picnic lunch to enjoy at Shasta Dam’s 
grassy picnic area. 
 
Lodging will be at Tsasdi’s Resort, Lakehead.  Lodging is first come, first served so reservations should be made as 
soon as possible.  The lake view cabins will go fast!  Be sure 
to check out Tsasdi’s website at www.tsasdiresort.com or 
phone at (530) 238-2575. 
 
For this Woodie Whoopie space is limited to the first 40 peo-
ple who sign up so we are asking you to use the enclosed 
form to sign up.  For more information, please contact Rick 
Gurries at cloveralarm@comcast.net or phone at (707) 484-
0095.  Registration deadline is August 20, 2013.  We look 
forward to sharing our lake with you! 

Warmest Regards, 
Rick & Laurie Gurries 
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Spring Fling Safari Weekend 
2013 

This year’s Spring Fling was a real fun weekend. For those of 
you who came thank you so much for joining us. For those of 
you who did not make it we missed you and hope you will come 
next year. To my committee the Arena’s, Dangel’s, and  
Thomas’s Thank you for all of your help. There are many tasks 
that need to be done especially at the last moment and you 
made it easy for me. Great Job. 
 
Friday night’s dinner was a family style Italian dinner at the 
Union Hotel. This was a great way to start the weekend.  
 
Saturday the Car Rally was fun seeing territory that was new to 
many of us and no rain. Wow we had a great dry day at Safari 
West with so many new faces (animals as well as people). A 
wonderful lunch and then the Safari Jeep rides.  We all learned 
something new and saw so many animals.  
 
Saturday night’s Safari dinner was so nice and thanks to the Gapoff’s 
and Dan Foster for sponsoring Glen Osur for his wonderful piano 
music during dinner and after dinner for those who liked to dance. 
Dave, Tammy and Hannah Lyon won the best “Safari” costume with 
Dave as the hunter and Tammy and Hannah as the big game zebras. 
Fun night.  
 
Sunday was a good day to visit the Air Museum we all had great  
Kodak moments with the beautiful cars and Air Planes. I feel this 
weekend was truly a wonderful weekend and 
I thank you all for allowing me to put it on. 
 
Barbara Foster 
Chairman   

Dave, Tammy and Hannah Lyon 

Gail and Jim Robello 
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Dan Arena 

Lee and Sandy Chase 

Bob and Sally Mullarky 

Tim and Terry Bush 

Sharon and Raymond Kelsey 

Sue and Gene Dangel 

Dan and Barbara Foster 

Neal and Barbara Gapoff 
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Several months have gone by since we’ve updated you on the Sea Scout Ship 
Challenger’s boat building project of a Glen L Cracker Box Racer, but the work 
hasn’t slowed any.  The was framed and hatchs have been made.  The bilge was 
painted and the entire deck was skinned with a layer of plywood.  The Cracker 
Box is taking on its own unique shape and is really quite impressive.  15 different 
scouts have become proficient in the use of the table saw, chop saw and our  
recently donated band saw (Martin Smith Trust). 
A gorgeous fuel tank (donated by chapter member Peter George) has been fitted in 
the rear of the boat and Lee guarantee’s that there will be at least a ¼ inch of clearance to get the tank in and out.  Bottom fins were 
installed, along with the strut and rudder post log.  Mahogany was purchased for the side and deck planking.  Thanks to Paul  
Mehus for letting us use his construction account which gave us a nice discount on the lumber.  All the side planks have been made 
and the scouts used the router method for fitting the planks.  It sure was nerve racking as the router was running down the edge of 
those planks.  I think that has been the most stressful part of the project to date.  We start off the days with 4 to 8 scouts showing up 
along with Lee and I, and we anticipate that we would get all kinds of work done.  Then at the end of the day, we would be looking 
at 2 planks on the sides of the hull.  Although shaping the planks was quite a bit of work, the kids felt that the use of the block 
plane was really gratifying when they would make a really nice curlicue of mahogany.  All the side planks are fitted and ready to 
be installed. 
 
The engine we chose for the cracker box is a PCM 302 engine and we completely tore it down.  It went off to the machine shop 
where it had to have one cylinder sleeved, the engine bored, honed and balanced.  The crank was polished and heads were rebuilt.  
All kinds of new parts, mostly high performance, were purchased and we just got it all back from the machine shop.  Now we’ll 
take it to our chief engineer’s house where the kids will start building the engine.  Although we spent way more money on the  
engine then ever anticipated, it is going to be one awesome little power plant for the cracker box. 
 
The scouts are meeting generally one weekend day every 
week to work on the boat.  Depending on what work we have 
planned, we get anywhere from 2 to 10 scouts show up.  Lee 
and I usually meet another day every week to fine tune things 
and to get things ready for the scouts.  We are just over 16 
months into the project and it is really starting to come along.  
This is all while the Sea Scout Ship Challenger members have 
been training for their competitions, working on their main 
training vessel ( a 95’ ex-Coast Guard Cutter),  rebuilding  and 
installing a 4-cylinder diesel engine into their 26’ motor  
lifeboat, and competing in the 2013 Seafarer’s Regatta this 
past month (spring fling weekend).  The Challenger Crew 
again took home 6 1st Place event trophies and 1st place  
overall.  They’re getting ready to compete in two more  
regattas in the month of May. 
 
We would again like to thank members of the Chapter for helping make this project happen and for donating several items to the 
project:  Lee and Sandy Chase for letting us take over their garage and invade their house every weekend, Layne Davis and Lee 
Chase for mentoring the project, John Allen for donating a steering column, fuel pick up, and rubrail trim, Peter George for donat-

ing a fuel tank, cushions and fenders and of 
the lifting eye by Ted Lymons.   
 
We’ve mentioned other members in previous 
Western Woods that also donated items to the 
project.  There is still several things needed 
and we will be putting together a list in the 
near future.  If you want to get involved or 
have an item to donate, don’t hesitate to give 
Layne (408) 234-7613 or Lee (408) 834-5627 
a call. 
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I would like to thank the members of ACBS for voting 
me onto the Board of Directors. I look forward to 
working with the club members to continue the great 
work that produces the wonderful social and boating 
events each year. 
 
I came to the ACBS organization through an interest in 
the restoration of wooden race boats. I enjoy reading 
the history of these boats and the drivers who drove 
them. Even though my restored 1971 Lauterbach Vin-
tage Hydroplane is not able to cruise with the group, I 
feel it will add interest to static displays. My interest in 
hydroplane racing began when I was a kid. Watching 
these machines run around buoys at break neck speed 
at places like Lake Merritt, Clear Lake and the  
Oakland estuary was always thrilling. From my early 
day’s, I always wanted to own a hydroplane. With my 
current vintage 280 cu/in. hydroplane I am fulfilling 
my life long dream. Not only do I receive pleasure in 
showing the boat at static displays, but I also enjoy 
running the boat at every opportunity. 
 
However, in the not to distant future, running this boat 
at speeds up to 95 miles per hour will have to stop. It 
will then be time for me to obtain a Chris Craft Capri, 
which I spent many hours driving and skiing behind, 
as a kid. I am sure my family would then finally say 
“the old man has finally come to his senses”. Until 
then, I hope the members of ACBS and the general 
public can also enjoy these restored vintage race boats, 
as much as I do. 

I have been married to Sally for 47 years. We have two married sons, Rob 
and Kevin. Rob has a daughter and son. 
 
I am a native of San Francisco. Graduated from Riordan High School,  
attended CCSF and graduated with a BSBA from UOP.  Served in the  
Marine Corps 1964 – 70. My career has been in printing which included  
owning a supply company in Northern California for many years, president 
of a chemical company, VP of a high end manufacturer of computer  
plotting equipment and presently in commercial printing sales. 
 
I have always liked motors and enjoyed some success at drag racing at Half 
Moon Bay before switching to cross country motorcycle racing where I 
earned the #3 plate for N. Calif.  I became interested in flying and after  
receiving my license I joined the Civil Air Patrol where I met some  
incredibly interesting people and had an opportunity to fly a variety of  
fantastic airplanes. 
 
In 1988 we bought a second home at Lake Tahoe and in 1990 we purchased 
a 19' CC Capri and joined ACBS and TYC. We met so many wonderful 
wooden boat owners that have become good friends. In 1990 we sold the 
Capri and bought a 22' StanCraft torpedo which we still have. 
 
My time is now spent between our family, boating and car friends. 
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Summer is coming soon and that means it is time for our frequent Friday night Woodie Whoopie gatherings at 
Tahoe.  The first one (Tex-Mex) is June 21st at MaryJo & Bill Shepherd’s home at 6220 McKinney Drive, Home-
wood, California.  Their home is at the south end of Homewood across the highway from Chambers Lodge, on 
the west shore.  All ACBS members and their friends are invited to attend these low key events.   
 
We start about 5:30-6PM and adjourn at about dusk.  BYOB and bring a pot luck dish to share.  We encourage 
you to purchase some raffle tickets during the evening as the funds allow us to purchase charcoal, ice and 
other supplies.  We purchase gift certificates and wine for the raffle and some wine and other items are do-
nated to give the raffle some variety.  Donations are always appreciated.  
 
Each gathering has a theme.  Not essential, but you are encouraged to match your pot luck dish to the theme 
and dress accordingly. The Club trailer with our tables, BBQs and supplies will be at all of these events.  You 
will need to bring some chairs. 
 
We thank the homeowners for making the various facilities available to us. 
 
Contact one of us if you have any questions about the Woodie Whoopies. 
 
Eric Tolkien   Rich Fisher 
775 762 2242   c. 925 525 5428 
    rich.fisher34@yahoo.com 

Please mark your calendars: 
June 21 – Shepherd’s    
July 5 – Rubicon Bay HOA  
July 19- Olympic Beach HOA   
August 2 – Atkinson’s-Carnelian Bay 
August 23 – Turner’s - Homewood 

Long time ACBS member, Kelly Bane, passed away 
peacefully on March 11 while in the hospital follow-
ing a stroke.  

 
Kelly was born in Burbank, Calif., on March 27, 1943, but he remembered well his youth spent on the ocean front in Newport Beach 
where his parents bought a house. He graduated from Newport Harbor High School in 1961, attended Orange Coast College and 
graduated from Chico State. He played basketball while in college and reminisced about these experiences throughout his life. 
 
Upon retirement from Josten’s as a sales representative for 25 years, he decided to restore antique and classic wooden boats. So he 
went to work at Sierra Boat Company in Tahoe City where he learned the trade. He joined Tahoe Yacht Club and Antique & Classic 
Boat Society and became actively involved. He was ACBS Chapter President in 1994. One of his most proud awards was a first 
place for his restored 1955 Chris Craft Capri at the ’98 TYC Concours. He was a founder of the “Woody Whoopie” events and  is 
also well remembered as the Harbor master for the Concours for many years. 
 
Never without his American flag hat, it was always a pleasure to see Kelly at the 
many ACBS events that he and Jane attended. He went out of his way to be a friend 
to many of us antique boaters and it was his signature to thank us for being his 
friend. He had a “larger than life” personality and will be missed by all. 
 
Kelly is survived by his son, Logan, daughter-in-law, Nanci, and grandson, Moses, 
who live in Spokane; sister, Sam Juergens, from Huntington Beach; and wife, Jane. 
 
Memorial contributions can be sent to  
Tahoe Maritime Museum, www.tahoemaritimemuseum.org (530) 525-9253;  
or Wounded Warrior Project, www.woundedwarriorproject.org (940)296-7350. 
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For membership information contact:  
Donald Parsons  
Phone: (209) 518-1276 
e-mail: membership@acbs-tahoe.org  

Marini, Steve and Beth   
16 Hilferd Way   
Danville,CA 
 

Draper, Donald and Catherine   
1310 Regency Dr   
San Jose, CA 
 

Kirkland, Gordan and Patty   
PO Box 603   
Woodbridge, CA 
 

Stannard, John    
52 Hernandez Ave   
Los Gatos, CA 

     We have a new supplier for official NorCal/Lake Tahoe 
ACBS Chapter name badges.  The new badges are with a larger 
font for your name so they can be read easier from a distance. 
 
    They are only $20.00 each, delivered by  U.S. Mail. All we 
need is your name, as you want it to appear on your badge, and 
the year you joined ACBS.  If you don’t know or are not sure of 
the year Sandy Chase can access this info. 
 
     As we get ready for the 2013 boating season get your per-
sonal badge so everyone will know who you are. 
 
     The shop doing our badges also has replacement magnets for 
$5.00 delivered.  If you have a badge but have lost your burgee 
we can replace them for $2.00, to cover mailing fees. 
 
    To order call, message or write: 
                             
    RALPH WALLEN                   Phone:   707-279-2686 
    2686 Greenway Drive          e-mail: rbwallen@gmail.com 
    Kelseyville, CA 95451          
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SOUTH TAHOE WOODEN BOAT CLASSIC 
JULY 26 & 27, 2013 

 

CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE, LAKE TAHOE 
 AUGUST 9 & 10, 2013 

 
To those of you who have agreed to volunteer either for the first time or who are returning from previous years- 

THANK YOU 
 
STWBC:    Volunteer to help us with set up ships store on Thursday afternoon and/or sales on Friday and Saturday 
 
The Concours:    We need help with set up and with sales at our booth which will again be on the highway side of Sierra 
Boat’s harbor.  Please contact Rich. 
TYCF Volunteer Sheet is filling up.  Contact Les at lschwoob@sbcglobal.net to pick your spot as a ticket taker, dock 
worker, auction booth helper etc. You will receive a show pass in exchange for your efforts.  ACBS members have  
always had a wonderful volunteer ethic and your assistance to the show and to our ships store is sincerely appreciated. 

 
NEW MEMBERS -  If you are relatively new to ACBS or have not been very active in the club we encourage you to  
contact Nancy or Rich now to discuss how you could help and have fun as we plan for this season’s store activity. 
 
Concours Tickets – We could use some entry passes for our Ships Store Staff.   Any Sponsor, Boat Entrant or Member 
with extra tickets is encouraged to donate them to the “Store”.  For planning purposes, please contact Rich asap.  
 
Boat Trailer Parking – As a service to ACBS members and a fund raiser for Apres Ski Club (a 501(c)7, not for profit  
corporation) parking is again being made available in Kings Beach for Wooden Bloat Week (sic) at very reasonable 
rates.  Contact Rich for details. 
 
Be a volunteer and share in the camaraderie – it’s lots of fun. 
 

 
 
We have several new items that will be for sale at the “store” this Summer.  Be sure to come to the booths and bring 
your friends.  A portion of the store revenue goes to the Club’s favorite not-for-profit organizations. 

Assistant Manager Manager Ships Store 

Nancy Bartolomei Rich Fisher 

925 787 0394 H 925 945 8036 

  C 925 525 5428 

nancynidan@gmail.com Rich.Fisher34@yahoo.com 

The Thundering 30's needs you ! STWBC show dates are July 26 & 27. 

We need you to help staff the ticket booth, entry areas and some docks. 

Please check your calendars and give a call or e-mail Nancy Mooring  

530-525-7566 or rubiconmgm@aol.com as to when you are available to 

work. Many thanks in advance, Nancy :-)  
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For Sale 
1948 Chris Craft 17' Deluxe Runabout 
1950 Chris Craft 19' Racing Runabout 
1947 Chris Craft 22' Sportsman 
1965/66 Chevy 427 Engine. Never started since new. 
All boats totally restored and show winners. 
For information contact Bill @ 916-652-4689 

For Sale 
1956 20' Chris Craft Holiday  
with ceiling board interior hullsides. Rebuilt 352ci 
ford engine w/Edelbrock carb and velvet drive  
transmission. 100hrs. 2 batteries. All in one waterski 
throttle and shift unit(morse). Sumbrella interior with 
carpet. matching bimini top. Mooring cover.  
Varnished in 2010. refastened in 2008. Fiberglass  
bottom. Custom dhm 2 axle trailer with swing 
tongue. Boat and trailer only 21' long. Great family 
boat. ——$19,500 contact Dirk at 530-277-7505 
or trout1010@gmail.com Nevada City, CA 

For Sale 
1930-22ft Gar Wood Custom Runabout  
Totally restored in 2005. Chrysler Royal 8 Engine. 
West System bottom. Two axel trailer. 
A very nice triple cockpit runabout 
$65,000    Don  (530) 344-9316 

For Sale 
1937 Gar Wood 25 ft  
Triple Cockpit Runabout  
-Sierra Sue Hull #6110,  
-Concourse de Elegance "Best of Show" 1999 -  
-new Volvo Penta 454 engine -  
-original Chrysler Majestic engine available -  
-Priced to sell at $175,000.00.  
Contact Don at 916-765-1517 or smithdon1315@gmail.com. 

For Sale 
1954 Chris Craft Riviera 18 ft 
Excellent condition in every way. Concours trophy 
winner that needs nothing to show or use. Strong 
KBL 131, beautiful interior, 2005 custom trailer. As 
nice a Riviera you're likely to find and offered at a 
very fair price. Call John @ 707-501-8249. 

For Sale 
1964 Chris-Craft 21' Sportsman 
Lapstrake plywood utility, 283 V-8.  
See page 506 in The Essential Guide.  
Needs some wood replacement and refastening.  
Extras available. Includes Float-On double-axle  
aluminum trailer, aluminum wheels + spare, disc 
brakes. Iva-Lite, standard height, long control cable, 
Halogen lamp + spare. New construction by Grand-
Craft, never mounted. Dual air-horn set-up, complete, 
never mounted. As purchased new from Classic Boat-
ing Magazine. 
Jim Guigli  jimguigli@sbcglobal.net  916-488-7448 

For Sale 
Show winning 1956 Chris Craft  
23’ Continental 
It’s Hull 23-086 with factory optional 3/4 mid-ship 
seat and original MCL 175HP engine.  A 2012 Lake 
Tahoe Concours d’Elegance First Place boat and also 
a 2012 Tahoe ACBS Wooden Boat Classic First Place 
winner.  “Fallon” appeared on the September/
October 2011 cover of Classic Boating and appears in 
the 2013 Classic Boating Calendar.  New no-leak fiber-
glass bottom in 2011 and 8 additional coats of var-
nish. This is an extraordinary 23’ Continental that 
needs absolutely nothing.  Full cover and EZ Loader 
dual axle trailer.  Great family or cocktail boat.  Show 
it and win!  $49,000 or best offer.  Call 510 644 9350 or 
jamestaylor007@gmail.com 

For Sale 
1967 Riva Junior #141, excellent restore 2012,  
please look at our website for details 
Rivawoodenboats4sale.com 
Or call Bob, 530-470-8785 
Drobertson530@comcast.net 

For sale:  
Chrome octagonal gas cap with vent hole on top.  
excellent condition, 2 years old for early Chris craft or? 
$50.00 or best offer. 
Choke cable with chrome knob with large C on knob.  
Excellent condition. 2 years old for 40's /50's Chris Craft 
or? $75.00 or best offer. 
Call Peter 415 518 2720 
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