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Western Wood is published quarterly – Winter, Spring, 
Summer, and Fall for mailing to over 600 members of 
our Northern California / Lake Tahoe Chapter.  Your 
advertising dollar takes your business to the center of 
the select Northern California classic boating community 
and activities. 
 2020 Rates:  Color  Web ad 
 Business Card  4 times $250 $75 
 (2 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $75 $25 
 Quarter Page  4 times $500 $150 
 (4 x 3 1/2”)  1 time $150 $50 
 Half Page   4 times $800 $250 
 (4 1/2 x 71/2”)  1 time $250 $75 
 Full Page  4 times $1600 $350 
 (9 1/2 x 7 1/2”)  1 time $500 $100 
 
Inquire To: Virginia Gompertz 
  virginia@bellaombra.com  

WESTERN WOOD is the Quarterly newsletter of the 

Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter, of The Antique and 
Classic Boat Society, Inc. and is published for the benefit of 

Chapter members.  Publication dates are: 
 May-Spring  Deadline: April 15 

 August-Summer  Deadline: July 15 

 November-Fall  Deadline: October 15 
 February-Winter  Deadline: January 15 

The newsletter is available on our website: www.acbs-tahoe.org 
Questions, articles for publication, advertisements and letters to 

the editor, etc. should be sent to... 

lee.chase@comcast.net 
sandy-chase@comcast.net  
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Donna J. Wallrich  
August 21, 1933 - November 5, 2021  

"So, you are reading my Obituary! Don't 
worry, you aren't alone. Oh, and I picked my 
photo, too. Yes, I am dead! I took my final trip 
on November 5, 
2021. Destination: 
Heaven!  

I thought just a 
little levity might help 
here. If you can hear 
me now, remember: 
'No tears! I've had a 
great life!' I've taken 
trips all over the 
world, from doing Tai 
Chi in China, to walking the tunnels in Viet-
nam, to seeing the smoke and hearing the bells 
when the last Pope was chosen. I've enjoyed 
summers and winters in our house at Tahoe 
Tavern sharing skiing,  
hiking, tennis, swimming, and boating with my 
husband, the love of my life for 62 years. We 
cherished many friendships from Tahoe Yacht 
Club and the Lake Tahoe Antique & Classic 
Boat Society.  

I requested there be 'No memorial service', 
but I highly recommend that everyone continue 
to celebrate life! To which I offer my favorite 
quote, 'Some people come into our lives and 
quickly go. Some stay for awhile and leave 
footprints on our hearts and we are never ever 
the same!' Thank you for sharing your life with 
Me!" – Donna J. Wallrich  

Mom/Donna/Nonna will be greatly missed 
by her family: her three children Betsy 
(William) Wallrich Stark, Reed (Lisa) Wall-
rich, Brad (Lila) Wallrich; her 5 grandchildren 
and 2 great grandsons. She is also survived by 
three sisters: Doris Dorzweiler, Mary (John) 
Williams Kenny, and Barbara Schmidt; and by 
nieces and nephews near and far.  

 
It has been a rough couple of years, what with 
COVID, drought, forest fires, and worst of all, the loss 
of some very dear friends. What I take away from this 
is the importance of enjoying, savoring, and soaking in 
the good moments. For Sandy and I, many of our good 
moments are those boating with our friends at ACBS 
events. We are hoping to enjoy most of the events 
planned for this year. 
 
Of course, in order to really enjoy antique boating, you 
must enjoy and savor whatever is going to break down 
next. It is almost a given that at our boating events 
someone will break down or run aground or bend a 
propeller (twice for me). The good thing at our events 
is that if you break down, you will get a lot of  
sympathy and plenty of advice from your friends and 
maybe even a tow back to the dock. I look at it this 
way, even when you’re bobbing around in the water 
wondering what the heck happened, you’re still on the 
water with your friends, that’s not bad. 
 
This winter I managed to get all three of my boats in 
working order at the same time. This has been a goal 
of mine for at least a decade. I realize that this is an  
unstable state whenever a boat leaves the garage and 
can change rather quickly once out on the water, but 
for now I am enjoying and savoring the moment!  
 
I hope all of you have a boat ready for this summer so 
you can enjoy the events. If not, you can probably 
hitch a ride. In any case, come to our events and enjoy 
the moment.  
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I love boats!  I love 
everything about 
them, as long as 
they float.  Some of 
my best memories 
are from fun times 
on the water.  I love 
the water spray, the 
beautiful wood on 
water, the sound of 
a deep purring  
engine.  And, I think 

I look 10lbs lighter in my boat!  Lol. 
At the time of this writing, we’ve just had the chapter’s 

BOD meeting.  We’re planning for all events in 2022 unless 
Covid19 Restrictions hinder our plans.  The theme for 2022 is 
“Just Get Out There!”  Fresh air, sunny days and fun  
conversations with friends will beat any Covid angst or blues. 

Boating is a Covid safe sport as long as you take certain 
precautions.  On Lake Wildwood where Mike, my 1st Mate, and I 
live, we continue to be on the water even in the Winter.  Instead 
of tying up with other friend’s boats, we socially distance by  
anchoring out.  We bring food & drinks for ourselves and keep it 
to ourselves.  We do not get on other boats.  And, we wear our 
masks and sanitize our hands at the gas dock.  You can’t beat the 
sunset on a boat where the water surrounding you is as orange-red 
as the sky.  It’s magical. 

For Spring Fling, you’ll see plans in Mendocino, CA at the 
Little River Inn.  The Theme is “Meet Me by the Sea on the Shore 
this Spring.”  We’re planning outdoor activities that we can all 
enjoy.  Some possibilities are a beach bbq, ocean side wine  
tasting, a pirate treasure hunt and a ma masked ball.  Details are 
forthcoming. It’ll be a whale of a good time.  Did I mention whale 
watching too? ‘Tis the season. 

Bass Lake in May is opening season for boating!  This  
happens to be one of my favorite events as days get warmer/
longer, and we have a chance to boat all weekend long.   It’s a 
hoot to see everyone from a long Winter’s hiatus.  I love all the 
chances to boat on this beautiful Alpine lake. 

Clear lake in June is always fun with events beginning on 
Thursday night at the Allen’s beautiful lake front garden, then on 
to the Lotte’s  
amazing lake front 
yard.  Hopefully this 
year we’ll have the 
boat show at Konocti.  
There will be plenty of 
boating and fun on the  
water. 
So, this Spring, Just 
get out there and have 
fun!  

April 8-10 Spring Fling -   Iren Jenny  
  Little River Inn   925-899-9708 
  Mendocino                    
 
April 10        Board Meeting – Virginia Gompertz 
                                                                    925-250-6848 
 
May 13- 15 Annual Bass Lake  Robert Gaestel &       
  Rendezvous-   Teri Parker        
             Millers Landing,   209-769-0310   
  Bass Lake, CA                 
                      
June 2-5 Wood & ZÄÉÜç  XX IV Barbara Foster 
  Clear Lake, CA                  925-989-3626        
                                               
  
July  22-24 Runabouts on the River- Layne Davis 
   Stockton Sailing Club      408-234-7613                          
  4980 Buckley Cove Way,  
  Stockton, CA  
 
Aug 20     Board Meeting -   Virginia Gompertz 
  Lake Tahoe            925-250-6848 
                                                                                         
 
Sept 9-10      ACBS Int’l Meeting  e-mail:  
  & Boat Show -  lora@acbs.org 

 Burlington Vermont  
  (Sept 5-10   Home Chapter Pre-Events)   
    
Sept 30 - Oct 2 Delta Cruise -    Layne Davis 
  B & W Resor  408-234-7613t                      
               964 Brannan Island Road  
   & Highway 12,  
   Isleton, CA           
     
Nov  4-6  Chapter Annual Meeting Virginia Gompertz                 
         Nevada City  925-250-6848 
      Lake Wildwood, CA                         
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OFFICERS 
President – Virginia Gompertz 
1st VP - Gordon Kiirkland 
2nd VP - Annie Hill 
3rd VP – Iren Jenny 
Secretary – Jane Bane 
Treasurer – Tim Bush 
DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
Immediate Past President  
 – Don Leutz 
Editors, Western Wood  
 – Lee and Sandy Chase 
Director of Information Services  
 –Sandy Chase 
Director of Advertising  
 – Virginia  Gompertz 
Director of Philanthropy  
 – Rich Fisher 

DIRECTORS 
Class of 2022 Directors 
Bobby Gaestel  
Jeff Johnson 
Lew Dobbins 
Bob Mullarkey  
Class of 2023 Directors 
Dave Lyon 
Pat Butler 
Jim Deichler 
Marie O’Rourke 
Class of 2024Directors 
Barbara Foster 
Sally Mullarkey 
Mike Gompertz 
Mark Manes 

Greetings all.  I hope all reading this are still safe and healthy.  
Another abbreviated boating season has passed, thanks to 
Covid!  We keep hoping that 2022 will be more like normal 
years.  At least we have picked up a little more rain and snow.  
Keep praying for more to come. 
 
Every year from December through January our membership 
numbers take a BIG dip.  This year is no exception and as of 
today’s writing, there are still 68 members whose membership 
has expired.  For years, the membership was always  
renewable at the beginning of the year.  So there is always a 
period of members trying to catch up.  If you are one of these 
members, you will have received an email or two from me as 
a reminder. 
 
For those of you not on the expired list, remember that when 
your membership expires, your name falls of the ACBS roster 
and all mailings stop with the exception of some reminders.  
This means no Western Wood or Rudder publications. 
We have also lost some members over the past couple of years 
as our chapter has not had many boating or social activities.  I 
hope we will see them again soon as the boating picks up.  We 
have picked up some new members recently.   
 

Please welcome:  
Michael Aberle of Incline Village Nevada. He is joining us with 
a 2007 Hacker 33.5 foot Sportabout.  He also has a 1962 Chris 
Craft Holiday 
Allie McQuade and her Father Vic McQuade have recently 
joined in December.  They are located in Lakeside, CA and have a 
custom 20’ Torpedo Hydroplane Replica named Torpedo Drift. 
 
That makes 407 members when the remainder of the renewals 
come in.   
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to replant a seed with 
you.  When you see or hear of new or returning members in your 
area, think about when you were a new member.  Give them a call 
or send an email and invite them to get together for coffee or 
cocktails, invites to the local events etc.  With 2 years behind us 
of being isolated, thanks to Covid, it is time to get out and meet 
members and get active again!  You can easily find their names 
and contact information in the Members Only Area / Membership 
Directory of the ACBS web site.  This is great if you are no 
longer receiving the annual printed directory.  You can also get 
contact information from me if you wish. 
 
Be sure to renew your Membership when it comes due.  It is easy 
to renew online, or sign-up for a new Membership, at the  
ACBS Website, www.acbs.org or the NC/LT Website at: 
www.acbs-tahoe.org.  If you have any questions regarding  
membership or wish get any of the packets, please feel free to 
contact me at lewdobbins@gmail.com or call me and leave a  
message on 530-263-0412. 

By Lew Dobbins, Membership Chair 
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By Lee Chase 
The ACBS International Meeting and Boat Show for 

2021 was held in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. This was close enough 
for some of us Northern Californians to consider trailering our 
boats the 1000 miles to the show. The planning started early in 
the year when Lew Dobbins urged us to make reservations for 
the pre-events at Priest Lake and the show at Lake Coeur 
d’Alene.  

Having had pretty much every possible trailering problem 
know to man on shorter hauls up to Tahoe, I was apprehensive 
about the much longer trip to Coeur d’Alene. To mitigate the 
risk, Lew suggested we could organize a caravan of those  
trailering boats so we could help each other if something went 
wrong. While we were signing people up for the caravan, I  
decided to minimize the probability of a trailer disaster by getting 
new tires, new brake pads and repacking the wheel bearings. I 
also made a list of tools I would need if something did go wrong. 

As the departure date got near, Lew hurt his shoulder and 
had to drop out. He seriously considered going anyway since he 
still had one good arm, but saner thoughts prevailed. We still had 
5 boats ready to make the trek though.  

We left early Friday morning, towing our 28 ft SeaLyon, 
named Mountain Lyon, behind us. Soon Layne and Kelly Davis 
towing their 22 ft Chris Craft Sportsman, named Wuz Fuzz, fell 
in behind us. We cut over to Highway 5 and continued to Red 
Bluff where we had lunch at the Boar Hunter BBQ (very 
yummy). There we were met by Mike and Virginia Gompertz 
towing their 19 ft Chris Craft Capri, named Miss Virginia. While 
we were ordering, Rick and Laurie Gurries arrived, towing 
Match Sticks, their 20 ft Chris Craft Custom Runabout.  
Fortunately, there was enough parking around the Boar Hunter 
for our oversized vehicles and trailers.  

From the Boar Hunter we continued to Klamath Falls where 
we stayed for the night. We use Google Earth to choose where 
we would stay. The satellite pictures let us determine if there was 
enough parking for 4 trucks and trailers. This method was more 
reliable than asking the motel staff, they would always say they 
have plenty of parking. At Klamath Falls we met up with Gordon 
Kirkland and Mitzie towing Pinks, their 21 ft Chris Craft  
Continental.  

Now, with 5 boats in tow we were like a moving boat show 
heading up the highway. We saw several people with their cell 
phone cameras taking pictures of us as they passed. We went 
though Oregon, along the Columbia River up to Kennewick, 
Washington for the night. There, a truck load of guys followed us 
into the Motel parking lot to get a closer look at the boats!  

As we headed on up to Idaho, the next day, we were  
impressed by the long stretches of highway with absolutely  
nothing but an occasional sign indicating the next gas station was 
100 miles away. Fortunately, we didn’t have any break downs, if 
we did, it is likely we would still be there.  

When we crossed into Idaho, we had to go though a boat 
inspection station. This consisted of a couple of people with clip 

boards taking a quick look at the boat and saying “OK, you’re 
good.” We meandered our way on up to Priest Lake on ever 
narrowing winding roads, arriving at Elkins Resort in plenty of 
time to launch our boats. Volunteers from the local ACBS 
Chapter were on hand to help launch and dock our boats and 
prepare us for the events ahead. 

A reception was 
held at nearby Hill’s  
Resort on Sunday  
evening as rain clouds 
were forming overhead. 
A few courageous souls 
boated to Hill’s, but we 
chose to drive since we 
weren’t too keen on  
boating in bad weather 
on an unfamiliar lake. As 
the evening progressed, 
the rain came down by 
the bucked full. Tim 
Bush commented that he was unable to find any Californians 
inside Hill’s during the rain, they were all outside experiencing 
rain for the first time in several years.  

The weather cleared 
Monday morning as 
we prepared to head 
out on a cruise to  
Upper Priest Lake. We 
were admonished to 
follow the lead boat 
single file to avoid out 
of control wakes eve-
rywhere. I have found 
that the concept of 

single file is not well understood among ACBS boaters  
anywhere. It is understood as everyone go single file but me. 
So, we cruised Priest Lake crashing through the wakes and 
enjoying every minute of it. Upper Priest Lake is totally  
undeveloped in its natural state, whose only connection to  
civilization is a rather long channel connecting it to Priest Lake. 
It’s a little 
jewel of a 
lake, worth 
the effort to 
see. 

Tuesday 
morning 
broke sunny 
and bright, so 
we took  
advantage by 
taking the 
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boats out to cruise around some before pulling out to head to 
Lake Coeur d’Alene, where we launched at Hagadone Marina. 
The staff a Hagedone took care of launching the boats with a 
tractor and stored the trailers for the duration of the show. It 
was a short cruise over to the Coeur d’Alene Resort where the 
show was held.  

One of the high-
lights of the  
pre-vents was a 
tour of the Stan-
Craft boat  
factory. Stan-
Craft started in 
1933 at Flathead 
Lake, Montana. 

It is now located at Coeur d’Alene making luxurious custom-
built wooden boats. We were able to walk the shops and talk 
directly to the boat builders. Later, we took advantage of the 
beautiful weather by taking the boat out for a cruise over to the 
Spokane River and got a feeling for why people enjoy this  
region so much. 

The official boat show days, Friday and Saturday, were 
cooled off by an off and on drizzle all day both days. Despite 
this there were quite a few spectators, but not many boat  
owners were hanging out in their boats to talk to them. They 
did get to see a beautiful boat show with about 100 boats. Less 
than half the boats were judged. The owners of the judged 
boats did their best to follow the criteria of restoring their boat 
to original condition, the way it was when it left the factory 

when new. Owners that chose 
to make modern improve-
ments to their boats, which 
reduces their judging score, 
often decide to opt out of 
judging, but enjoy showing 
off their boats and the  
spectators enjoy seeing them 
too. 

California boats won 5 of the 16 top platinum awards at 
the awards breakfast Saturday morning, plus 2 gold awards. 
Not bad, but there’s more! 
Special awards were handed 
out at the Saturday night  
banquet. The “Best Preserved 
Entry of Show” was awarded 
to Marty Feletto, a long-time 
chapter member and former 
president, for “Renegade III”, 
a 1971 Riva Super Ariston. 
Sandy and I were surprised to 

win two awards, the 
Hagerty Safety Award for 
our Western Wood article 
“From COVID to Cruis-
ing” and the “Spirit of the 
Sport Award” for having 
the highest scoring boat 
that participated in the pre
-events. For the latter 
award we get to keep a 
perpetual trophy for one 
year. The trophy arrived 
on our doorstep shortly 
after we returned home 
after the show. It is  
enormous, I can barely lift 
it, and we will be obliged 
to send it on to the next 
winner next year. Such 
are the burdens of being a 
winner. 

Sunday morning was 
time to head home. We 
cruised the boats back to 
Hagedone where the staff retrieved our trailers and pull the 
boats with their tractors. We formed up our caravan and began 
the return trip home. We had lunch at a nice restaurant in  
Kennewick, that we knew from the trip up. It was good but 
took longer than expected. So, when we stopped for the night 
in Bend, Oregon it was late because of the long lunch.  Rather 
than search for a restaurant that was still open, we decided that 
it would be more relaxing to pool whatever food we had with 
us and make an impromptu picnic. We had enough bred, 
cheese, cold cuts, fruit, salad, and wine too, that we were all 
well fed. The following morning, we continued on. After a 
lunch stop at Redding, the caravan began to split up as each 
had to take a different final route home.  

The ACBS Annual Meeting and Boat Show 2021, was a 
great event. It was a long haul to get there but well worth the 
effort. We got to boat on some beautiful lakes and meet some 
wonderful people. The caravan gave us a sense of security  
pulling our boats, although we had no major issues along the 
way, except for a little fuel anxiety on the long empty stretches 
of highway. We’re already planning for the 2022 annual  
meeting in Vermont. See you there! 

California Platinum Winners 
1. Fin&Tonic-1962 21ft Chris 
Craft Continental, Derk Brill, 
Mountainview, CA 
2. MountainLyon-1932 28 ft 
Sealyon, Lee&Sandy Chase, Los 
Gatos, CA 
3. Pinks-1958 21ft Chris Craft, 
Gordon Kirkland, Acampo, CA 
4. Renegade III– 1971 23ft 
Riva, Morty Feletto, Sacra-
mento, CA 
5. Wuz Fuzz-1947 Chris Craft 
Sportsman, Layne & Kelly 
Lane, San Jose, CA 
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A special man lived at 25 Citrus Court, an address that 
many of us have permanently embedded in our collective 
memories.  We sent our boating and social event applications 
and checks to him for going on 18 years.  

We lost Jared Jay Hein on Monday morning January 24th.  
A casualty, of sorts, to Covid-19 causing the year and a half of 
being sequestered at home.  Caring for his health concerns and 
others, Jared stayed away from everyone and did not get out 
much during that time.  This and other health issues led to his 
recent passing at 83 years young.  He will be greatly missed by 
his family: Phillip, Lisa, Jennifer, Michael, Melissa, Michaela, 
and Jacquelyn as well as by all that knew him well.  Jared is 
predeceased by his wife Claire in August of 2002. 

Jared was an ACBS member for more than 20 years and 
served as our chapter Treasurer for 17 years. He took one year 
leave of absence from this position in 2011, the year he was 
chapter President.  With his recent health issues, he advised the 
chapter board that he needed to retire from the Treasurer  
position in 2021.  Jared was a CPA in major San Francisco 
accounting firm and as such, kept meticulous books for the 
chapter, our investments and the endowment.  He navigated the 
economy fluctuations over the years as well as IRS changes 

while constantly growing our accounts. 
A very involved family man, Jared also had his favorite 

interests of photography and power boating.  He was active in 
the local Photography Club but the Northern California/Lake 
Tahoe Chapter of ACBS was his other family.  Jared strived to 
have a perfect boat for both pleasure outings and competition 
in boat show judging. Miss LuLu II was the culmination of 
restoration and ongoing improvement.  He was very proud of 
their 1956 Chris Craft 21 foot Capri.  He was mostly interested 
in and proud of the horse power provided by big engines.  And 
this was especially true for the Capri’s Chrysler Marine hemi 
engine. 

Jared was also active with running boat shows and of 
course the financial end of most all of the clubs activities.   
After several years of Steve Caplan chairing the South Tahoe 
Wooden Boat Classic, Jared Co-Chaired with Steve in 2013 
and 2014 and then I was honored to have Jared Co-Chair the 

2015 and 2016 shows with me.  I always loved working with 
him in any event.  Through the years, he and the Hein family 
sponsored the annual The Best Restored Boat of Show Trophy 
as well as being an occasional boat show entry sponsor, besides 
his own entry of Miss LuLu II.  We could always count on him 
helping out and his generosity. 

We are saddened by his passing but happy in the  
memories of this wonderful friend.  In the marine world,  
notices like this are often called “Eight Bells”.  In this case, I 
am just saying: 25 Citrus Court no longer needs to receive our 
checks. 

Memories by Lew Dobbins 

Jared Hein, September 2, 1938 - January 24, 2022  

Jared and family on Tahoe in “Miss Lulu” 

Jared with daughters Melissa and Jennifer  
and granddaughter Michaela 

Jared Received Presidents Award for 2021 
Our long time Chapter Treasurer, Jared Hein, retired from 

the position in the latter part of 2021. At our ACBS NC/LT  
Annual Meeting at Ironstone Vineyards in Murphys in  
November 2021, I had the pleasure of 
presenting Jared Hein with the 2021 
President’s Award for his long-time 
service as our chapter Treasurer.  

Unfortunately, Jared was unable 
to attend our Annual Meeting and the 
actual Award was not ready in time for 
the meeting, but we recognized Jared 
for his dedication to ACBS NC/LT 
Chapter. 

I am happy to report that the President’s Award was finally 
delivered to Jared before his passing along with the Thank You 
card that was signed by many of the Members at the Annual 
Meeting.    

On behalf of all the ACBS NC/LT Chapter Members, I 
would like to recognize Jared for his years of tireless service as 
the ACBS NC/LT Treasurer.  It is outstanding Members like 
Jared that make our Chapter one of the best ACBS Chapters in 
the World!  

Jared’s dedication to our Chapter has been amazing and we 
really appreciate it.  

We will miss Jared immensely!  
Don Leutz 
ACBS NC/LT Chapter President 2020-2021 
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Tony Brown, June 18, 1951-January 24, 2022  
When first asked to write an article on Tony, I felt both 

intimidated and honored at the same time. intimidated, as to how 
to do the man justice, and honored to be given the opportunity to 
talk about Tony as I know him. 

Now, .. As I sit here contemplating what to say, and with 
the current turn of events, (being his passing), aside for a bit, .. I 
can’t help but do so without a subtle grin, as I remember all the 
good times we had over the years. 

Too many, in fact, to mention here. Hell, I’d have to write 
a book to tell of them. I first met Tony in 1981 when I went to 
work at Sierra Boat Co., where he was the head of the  
Restoration Dept. He had been there some years before my  
arrival on the scene. My prior experience was maintenance on 
yachts in Newport Beach, CA. where I started by learning the 
enticing art of scraping barnacles from the bottoms of huge 
power and sail boats. Over the years I graduated to finish paint 
and varnish capabilities. 

The Craft of Antique 
and Classic Wood Boat  
Restoration was new to me. 
But I admired the work  
coming out of the shops and 
the Craftsmen making it  
happen. I probably bom-
barded Tony with questions 
to no end, but he always took 
the time to advise me on the 
aesthetically correct way to 
go about any task that lay 
before me with patience and 
understanding. He was well 
experienced in the Classics 
and I soon realized he had more knowledge than most, if not all, 
Concours judges put together and the ability to produce  
Concours winning boats skillfully, yes, .. but with humility. 

We became close friends, and as my skills as a restorer 
became proficient, worked together and with others like Pete 
Lyhne, John Castle, and Chris Ford on some of the most  
beautiful wood water-craft to come out of any shop in the  
country. 

After a days work Tony used to say, “Well, that’s enough 
of that, .. Lets go get a beer and tell each other how great we 
are”, which actually occurred quite often. Sometimes we’d go 
across the street to the “Pizza Place” for “lunch”, and not come 
back at all in favor of heading to “The Office”, which was Pete 
& Peter’s Bar in Tahoe City and attempt to shoot pool. The 
”morning after” one of our sojourns to “The Office”, Pat Bagan, 
the Shop Foreman would be standing in the driveway with his 
hands on his hips, stone-faced, and simply look at the ground 
slowly shaking his head in disgust. But, I think, knowing he’d 
have a tough time replacing us. 

After ten years working at SBCo. I decided to start my own 
business, as did Tony a while later. He took over a shop at  
Tahoe Boat Co. and made a successful business out of it. Later, 
he moved the shop to Sunnyside, and then to Obexer’s. Then he 

wound up moving to Ophir with his 
soon to be wife, Sabina Pellisier. He 
built a shop and continued his  
tradition of fine workmanship and a 
dedication to his clients and his 
work ethic. Over the years we both 
produced numerous Concours  
winning and/or placing boats. We 
were never competitive in business. 
Rather, we appreciated each other’s 
work with the exception of, for  
example, the year Jared Hein’s 21’ Capri Miss LuLu II won the  
International Show Award. Tony came up to me after the show 
and said, “Alright Bones, .. knock it off” ! 

Tony Brown is the kind of friend who, if we didn’t see 
each other for some time, when we did, it was like we had seen 
each other the day before. He once said to me “A friend won’t 

tell on you, .. a Good-Friend will help you hide the body” , 
He was a generous, giving man that you could count on. A 
kinder guy, I never knew. I am but one of Tony’s friends as 
he has so very many. He had a habit of nick-naming people, 
like “Nails” for John Castle, “Wood Pecker for Pete Lyhne, 
and me. … I got to be “Bones”. Because of him there are 
people who don’t know my real name, but only as “Bones” 
… thanks a lot “Toenail” ! 

 I was as sorry as anyone can be to watch his health 
failing over time. When he made the decision to move to 
Texas I was taken aback knowing it meant I might never 
see him again. Shortly before he and Sabina left, I went to 
visit and at the end of the day we were sitting in his shop-to
-house-customized golf-cart and we gave each other a hug 
and I said “I love you old friend” 

When I heard of his passing I wept inside, as men will do. 
I tried to commiserate with Sabina, and Tony’s daughter 

Megan over there loss on the phone, but in reality, .. I really 
didn’t have the words. If ever there was a man who left a  
legacy it is Tony Brown. A legacy of beautiful craftsmanship, .. 
of friends and family, .. and of being the kind of person who 
left an indelible mark in life. 

~ Curtis Bauman 

3 Amigos: Tony, me, and Pete, on our 
way to “Captain John’s” for a "Tuni"   

Tdony & daughter Megan  
on “Wild Horses” 
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Meet us by the sea, at the shore, this spring!  
Spring Fling  April, 8th, 9th and 10th 2022 

              Join us as we celebrate the fun, friendship and camaraderie that symbolizes ACBS. 
Friends, great food, wine, cocktails, cars, fauna and flora; we will make it all happen. We just need  
YOU to make it complete.  

The first social weekend of ACBS is right around the corner, on April, 8th, 9th and 10th.  
And as has happened the last two years, “de ja vu”, Covid is still causing problems, delays and  

dilemmas, but your President and Spring Fling co chair, Virginia and I, along with our hard working  
committee, promise to make the weekend a very fun one with safety measures and protocol in place and 
hope that by that time, we will have more freedom to enjoy each others’ company without restrictions.  

And while we are perusing options, making reservations, and signing contracts, we ask that you make 
your hotel reservations as soon as possible.  

We have 26 rooms reserved at the Little River Inn, which will be our weekend headquarters. Rooms 
are reserved from April 7th to the 10th. ACBS official weekend starts on the 8th, but some of us are 
planning on arriving in Mendocino on the 7th.  The block is under “ACBS 22”. Please use this code 
when making your reservations as we would hope to have all rooms in a row on the same long porch either 
upstairs or downstairs. All blocked rooms have ocean views.  

Little River Inn 
7901 N. Highway One 
Little River, CA. 95456 
707.962-2184        
There are also hotels and motels in Fort Bragg which is a bit of a drive, but some may actually enjoy 

the drive back and forth to the festivities as the  
Mendocino area that time of year is rather enchanting.  

As soon as we have all our ducks in order, we will 
send out the sign up sheet and also post the  
information on our website. And, contrary to ACBS 
members’ tradition and habit,  please do not wait until 
the last minute to sign up. Sign up as soon as you have 
the information, since we will have deadlines to  
consider.  

Oh and last, but not least, gas up your fun cars, 
put some pennies in your pocket and come prepared to 
have Fun!    

 
Iren Jenny, Spring Fling, C0-Chair                                                                                                                   
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The ACBS No. Cal./Lake Tahoe and So. Cal. Chapters, 
invite our members and their guests to our first in the water  
boating event of 2022 for a very fun and relaxing weekend at 
Bass Lake. Sign up early @ www.acbs-tahoe.org and make your 
reservations at our host hotel, The Pines Resort, or at nearby 
lodging listed below ASAP so you don't miss out on a truly 
memorable weekend. At our last ACBS Bass Lake Rendezvous 
was in 2019, what a joy it will be to visit with so many ACBS 
friends once again. 

After you have arrived at Bass Lake and checked into your 
lodging, you can launch your boat at either Bass Lake Water 
Sports Marina (A fee is required for launching, about $20 in, $20 
out) or at the Bass Lake dam (free) across the lake, past Millers 
Landing where we will have our boat show. You can leave your 
trailer at the dam boat ramp for $5 per night or free trailer  
parking for guests at The Pines Resort just above the Bass Lake  
Village parking lot. Unfortunately, we will only have 35 boat 
slips available this year for our show, so please sign-up early. 
The boat slips at the Bass Lake Water Sports Marina next to The 
Pines Resort will not be ready in time for our show. So make 
sure to dock your boat at either Millers Landing Resort or The 
Forks Resort .. . 

Saturday boat show and overnight slip fees are included in 
your boat reg. at sign-up. All overnight boat slip fees except Sat. 
night at Millers Landing are the boat owner’s responsibility.  
Special Thanks to the Bass Lake Lions Club & Tom Wheeler 
(Co. Supervisor) for getting the $50.00 yearly boat permit 
waived again for our Antique & Classic boat show ... Greatly 
Appreciated ... 

Your ACBS weekend activities begin @ 5:30 with a great 
BBQ at Millers Landing Friday night Hosted by John Maddox & 
the So. CA ACBS Chapter. .. What a great way to start your 
weekend off by attending this truly Fun BBQ. After the BBQ, we 
try to take a sunset cruise before we dock our boats for the  
evening... 

Saturday morning activities start at 7:30 with a simple 
continental breakfast dock side at Millers Landing. The boat 
show begins at 9:00 am Saturday till 3:00 pm sponsored by the 
Bass Lake Lions Club. Hope you can participate in the boat 
parade and fly-by at 10:45 Sat. morning so spectators can view 
these antiques in action. During the boat show, we encourage 
you to fire up your engines and maybe take your friends out for 
a short cruise. Some great suggestions for lunch during the 
weekend are "Ducey's on the lake", Millers Landing or The 
Forks Marina Grill ... Be sure to get permission from the Bass 
Lake Water Sports Marina to dock your boat there while you 
enjoy lunch if you choose  "Ducey's on the lake" .. . 

This is the 30lh year that both the No. Cal/Lake Tahoe 
and So. Cal ACBS Chapters have gotten together at Bass Lake 
to enjoy a very fun weekend while helping support the many 
wonderful things that the Bass Lake Lions Club does for their 
community. Thank You for all your support.  

After the boat show there is an awesome lakeside dinner 
scheduled for us at The Pines Resort starting with a no-host 
cocktail party at 5:30 and dinner starts at 6:30. Come join us to 
see a beautiful sunset while enjoying your dinner and a cocktail 
on the shores of Bass Lake ... Great Times, Great Friends, 
Great Memories!!!  

Tim & I along with the No. Cal/Lake Tahoe & So. Cal 
ACBS Chapters hope everybody has a Fun and Relaxing  
weekend at Beautiful Bass Lake ... 

All the Best 
Robert Gaestel & Tim Bush 
Co-chairs: Bass Lake Rendezvous 
209-769-0310 or bobbygaestel@hotmail.com 
Rooms Blocked at The Pines Resort: 
Rates start @ $159.00 plus for the Chalets and are a little 

extra $$$ for Ducey's Suites 
@ The Pines Resort ... Ask for Amy Young for blocked 

room rates and use our promo code ACBS ... 
For rooms or other reservations: 
The Pines Resort   @ 559-692-8816 

ask for Amy Young 
Bass Lake Water Sports Marina @ 559-642-3200 

Boat Launch Only. NO Slips Available 
Miller's Landing Resort  @ 559-642-3633 

Boat Slip Reservations. Sal. Night PAlD 
The Forks Resort   @ 559-642-3737 
Yosemite Vacation Homes  @559-676-9873 

Bass Lake  
Sunsets 
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By Capt. Mark Manes 
 
Let’s just say that you have just spent all winter getting 

your boat ready for the season.  Countless hours of sanding, 
varnishing, cleaning, and painting - and your girl is now finally 
ready for the show. After easing her gently down the launch 
ramp into the water, you load up all your friends and supplies, 
preparing for a great weekend at another A.C.B.S. event. You 
carefully pull away and drive her over to the docks and look 
for your assigned slip, the wind begins to pick up a little and 
you get out of position trying to line up for your slip. Panic 
ensues as you soon realize that you are getting set on another 
club member’s boat. You hit the throttle hoping to get out of it 
and misjudge.  BAM! you slam into your friend’s boat,  
damaging both your boat and your buddy’s boat, ruining what 
could have been the perfect weekend. 

None of us ever want that situation to play out like that, 
we take pride in our boats and have a great deal of time and 
money invested in them. After many years of handling large 
dinner cruise boats, crewboats, tugboats, and now ships - there 
have been a few bumps and scrapes along the way. My favorite 
saying is “Keep going till it sounds expensive, then back up a 
little bit!”, another one is “You know what makes a good tug-
boat operator? 1 million dollars in damage!”  Anyone that has 
messed around in boats before has had their fair share of 
“whoopsies”. My goal in writing this article is to try and  
explain some of the basic principles of boat handling to help 
prevent them. 

“A ship can be more successfully and safely handled  
taking advantage of, and cooperating with, the elements to the 
fullest extent instead of disregarding and working against 
them.” (Carlyle J. Plummer, author of Ship Handling in  
Narrow Channels) 

The most common mistake that I see people make is 
thinking that their boat is like a car, well it’s not.  What I mean 
by this is twofold; 1- A car steers from the front, while a boat 
steers from the stern, and 2 - A car has brakes, a boat has  
reverse, which can be quite unpredictable.  When you see 
something on your right that you are trying to avoid hitting, the 
immediate reaction is to turn to the left (like in a car).  Wait!!  
What about the stern of your boat? BAM! you just smacked the 
thing you were trying to avoid (time to get out the brush).  This 
article will explain pivot point in great detail, take it to heart, 
and understand that the stern of your boat will swing in the 
direction opposite from your bow. When maneuvering, one 
must always pay attention to the stern when working around 
solid objects.  As far as the boat brakes go, well, we will talk 
about that with propeller torque below as well.  Another piece 
of advice is that, in general, more throttle does not make the 
problem situation any better.   

I would like to discuss four fundamental principles:  
 

1.The Pivot Point,  
2.Propeller Torque, 
3.Shallow Water Effect, 
4.Wind. 

 
 THE PIVOT POINT: 
The pivot point is the spot on a 
boat’s fore-aft axis that it turns 
around on. If the boat is dead in 
the water, the pivot point will be 
on the opposite side of any force 
applied (wind/current). If there is 
wind, the vessel will rotate around 
that point depending on its shape 
and draft. In general, boats will lie 
beam to the wind when dead in 
the water and rotate back and 
forth in a seesaw motion around 
the pivot point, which shifts as the 
vessel gets headway or sternway.   
 
Once a vessel has headway, the 
pivot point will move to about 1/3 
the distance from the bow,  
typically just forward of the  
drivers' seat on most of our 
boats. Meaning that the bow of 
the boat will be turning in the 
direction you are trying to go, 
while the stern is going in the 
opposite direction around the 
pivot point.  
 
The lever arm from the pivot 
point to the stern of your boat is 

long, so the rudder has more power to turn the boat. This is 
why the rudder is effective only after you have headway.  
Think of it like getting a piece of pipe to extend your wrench to 
get more leverage vs. using a tiny short-handled wrench. The 
longer lever arm is much easier and has more power. 

 
I emphasize the headway aspect 
due to my next statement: when 
you have sternway, the pivot 
point moves all the way to the 
stern of the boat, directly at the 
rudder.  So, the rudder becomes 
that short-handled wrench at that 
point. It has a very small lever 
arm to work from and will not 
give you much effect until you 
gain headway. The other critical 
thing to note here is that when 
you have sternway, the entire boat 
length is now being acted on by 
the wind and current. The forces 
now have a much larger lever arm 

to work with, as the pivot point is now at the stern. That is why 
when you are backing up, the bow will always fall off with the 
wind, use that to your advantage. Have you ever noticed that 
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when you are backing up, the rudder is not very effective 
unless it is very large?  Most of our boats will not steer very 
well when backing. They are very prone to be acted on by 
external forces like wind and current.  I hope that this gives 
some of you some insight into why your boat behaves the 
way it does and allows you a greater understanding of the 
forces involved. 

PROPELLER 
TORQUE: 
Another part of the 
boat handling 
equation is  
propeller 
torque. Most of our 
boats have "right-
handed" propellers. 
This means that if 
you were to look at 
your boat from the 
transom and put it 
forward, the  
propeller would 
spin clockwise or 

"right."  If you can picture that, imagine that the propeller will 
"walk" the stern of the boat in that direction as you put the 
boat forward. The rudder easily overcomes this force because, 
as we learned earlier, the rudder has a big lever arm when the 
pivot point moves forward.  

When we put the 
boat in reverse 
(astern), the  
opposite is true. 
The stern of the 
boat will now want 
to go to Port as the 
propeller "walks" 
in that direction 
due to it spinning 
counterclockwise. 
However, the wash 
from the propeller 
is now going  
towards the bow, 
away from the  

rudder, so it will have little to no effect. The propeller "walk" 
will be most strongly felt when the boat still has a little  
headway and you back hard because the pivot point is still 
forward. The propeller side torque will be less as you gain 
sternway because the pivot point will move to the stern. If 
you happen to own a boat with a "left-handed" propeller, the 
principle is the same, just the opposite. 

So now that you know the basics or Propeller Torque, 
how will you apply them? Next time you are in a tight space 
with your boat, try leaving your hard rudder right (if you have 
a left-handed propeller, do the opposite). Leave the rudder 
there, and then simply rock your engine ahead and astern. 
You will find that the boat will make a very small diameter 
turn quite easily. Every time you go ahead, the rudder is help-
ing that stern go to the left. Every time you go back, the pro-
peller torque will assist you and do the same. Hence you will 
make a tight right turn within a narrow fairway. In an open 

area, try the opposite and you will see that it doesn’t work well. 
Many times when maneuvering, it’s better to back and get 

sternway and let the wind just carry your bow around, even if it 
is initially not the direction you wanted to go. You get to show 
off more of your boat as you are spinning around in circles – 
which is great. 

When backing, the rudder is practically useless. The boat 
will not follow the rudder until you have some stern way built 
up, and even then, it is marginal at best. This is because of the 
pivot point location and the propeller wash not going over the 
rudder.  You are better off leaving the rudder hard over the way 
you want the stern to go when you run ahead on the engine 
(unless you are going a long way astern). You can play with 
this concept in an open area, giving you a feel for how the  
rudder will react when backing.  Another thing to try is get 
some sternway on and then take the boat out of gear - you may 
find it will follow the rudder more easily. 

SHALLOW WATER EFFECT 
Have you ever noticed that your boat handles differently 

when you get into really shallow water?  Shallow water is  
defined as any depth that is less than 1.5x your draft.  Most of 
our boats draw about 2’ of water, therefore if you get into 3-4’ 
of water you are going to start feeling the effects. What you 
may notice is that your boat will become more “Directionally 
Stable”. Meaning, that it does not want to turn as easily and 
your boat’s overall turning radius will get larger.  Additionally, 
your boat will have a harder time stopping while carrying her 
way longer, and the propeller torque that we talked about  
earlier will be more pronounced. Displacement is the weight of 
the volume of water that your boat takes to float. That  
displaced water has to go somewhere as your boat travels 
through the water, it wants to fill in that created “hole” where 
the boat was.  Turning creates higher water pressure on the 
outboard side of the turn, and is usually relieved by water going 
under your boat or around it. When you get in shallow water, 
the water cannot go under the boat easily; thus, pressure builds 
on the outboard side of the turn, preventing the boat from  
turning. Furthermore, the water filling in the “hole” will want 
to rush in behind the boat to fill it back up, in shallow water it 
will hit your stern and not be able to go under the boat - giving 
you a push. Finally, in shallow water the propeller is closer to 
the bottom which will have a much stronger effect due to the 
lack of available water. 

WIND 
When is the last time that you had a successful docking in 

high winds?  For most of us, the answer is “rarely”, wind can 
be a bit scary for most boaters.  Wind force on a boat can be 
figured out in the following manner with this formula: 

Wind Force in POUNDS = .004*W*V2 

Where “W” =The windage area = The area of a vessel that 
 is exposed directly to the wind; ie, the side area 
 above the waterline, including cabin, cargo etc.  
And        V = wind speed in knots 

For example, let’s say you have Layne’s 22’ Chris Craft 
U-22, we can assume that the Height of the boat is roughly 4’ 
overall and it probably draws about 1’ max (not including the 
prop and rudder).  And let’s say that there is 25 knots of wind 
on your beam as you are coming into the dock. 

The calculation would be as follows: 
W= total side area - area below the waterline 
W= (22*4) – (22*1) = 66 
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Force 
= .004*66*625 = 
165lbs of force! 

Now we can  
begin to understand 
why people get hurt 
when they try to put 
their hands and feet 
out to try to stop the boat from hitting the dock, that 165lb 
force is substantial.  30 knots of wind is equal to 1 knot of  
current on the beam is a good rule of thumb. 

As we just discussed with pivot point, if you are  
travelling ahead with a rudder straight ahead, your boat will 
want to turn into the wind.  Why? Well we just explained it, 
that wind has a large lever arm because the pivot point is  
forward, the reverse is true when backing.  These are powerful 
things to understand when docking in the wind, use them to 
your advantage and don’t fight them.  If you back and get 
sternway, your bow is going to fall off rapidly with the wind 
every time.  It is best to practice in an open area with wind to 
see how your boat reacts to the elements. 

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 
Now that you have the understand of “why” things  

happen, let’s try some exercises to apply what we have just 
learned.  There are a few things to consider when approaching 
these; the shape of your transom, the length of your boat, and 
the size of your rudder.  A flat deep transom coupled with a 
short boat will make backing in a straight line more challeng-
ing (my V-Drive Arabian was a classic example of this). The 
reason is simple, your pivot point will be moved even farther 
aft on a deep flat transom, giving the rudder little chance and 
the boat a huge lever arm to work with.  Once the bow gets 
momentum one way or another, it will tend to increase in 
speed unless corrected early.  A long skinny boat will tend to 
back straighter with less effort.  The size of your rudder will 
also make a difference in how each boat will behave during 
these tests. Learning how your boat will react is critical when 
you need to back out of a narrow fairway without causing a 
scene. I recommend that you experiment in open water (don’t 
try this in a marina!) with little or no wind to start, then repeat 
all these with wind to see the difference in the reactions.   

(Reverse the rudder instructions if you have a  
left-handed propeller): 

TEST #1: 
1. Put your boat engine astern, and leave the engine 

running at idle astern. 
2. Try and steer using the rudder without taking the 

boat out of gear. 
TEST #2: 
1. Put your boat engine astern at idle. 
2. Take the boat out of gear once you have sufficient 

sternway. 
3. Try and steer using the rudder after taking the boat 

out of gear. 
TEST #3: 
1. Put the rudder hard PORT and then give the boat a 

kick ahead on the engine. 
2. Stop the engine and put the rudder amidships 

(centered). 
3. Run the engine astern and leave it running astern. 
4. Immediately shift your rudder hard STARBOARD 

(this may help counter propeller torque). 
5. If the boat gets going one way or the other, shift your 

rudder and give a kick ahead to straighten out, then 
repeat step 1. 

TEST #4: 
1. Put the rudder hard PORT and then give the boat a 

kick ahead on the engine. 
2. Stop the engine and put the rudder amidships 

(centered). 
3. Run the engine astern. 
4. Shift your rudder hard STARBOARD (this will help 

counter propeller torque). 
5. Once you have sufficient sternway, take the boat out 

of gear and coast. 
6. If the boat gets going one way or the other, shift your 

rudder and give a kick ahead to straighten out, then 
repeat step 1. 

TEST #5 
1. Put the rudder hard PORT and then give the boat a 

kick ahead on the engine. 
2. Leave the rudder hard PORT 
3. Run the engine astern. 
4. Once you have sufficient sternway, take the boat out 

of gear and coast, leave the rudder hard PORT. 
5. As the boat begins to torque with her stern going to 

Port, give a kick ahead to straighten out, then repeat 
step 3. 

TEST #8 (my favorite) 
1. Put the rudder hard PORT. 
2. Run the engine astern. 
3. Increase the throttle to a little stronger than idle. (you 

can try even more if you want) 
4. Observe how the bow will fall around rapidly to  

starboard wanting to “swap ends” due to the propeller 
torque and rudder going in the same direction. 

5. This is a fun way to quickly turn your boat around 
with very little effort. 

 
As I mentioned earlier, every boat will behave a little  

differently, so these tests are great to figure out which method 
works best for your boat. To figure out “center” or amidships 
on your wheel, count the turns stop to stop and then take half 
the number back and that should give you a centered rudder. 
The number of turns stop to stop on your steering wheel may 
help make the decision on which method is easiest. Some boats 
take very few turns, others can take many. 

One other little trick to try when there are high winds and 
docking is to put out the anchor upwind of the dock if possible.  
Make sure you have enough line, then simply keep slipping the 
line until you get to the dock.  It is best to try this in the open 
first with a controlled environment to get the hang of it. This 
isn’t super quick and would take some planning, but it is very 
safe and can possible prevent some damage. 

 Shiphandling is a skill; it takes practice and lots of  
experience. I try and learn from every maneuver that I do. I 
never walk away saying, "that was a perfect job!" Stay humble 
and pick apart every landing you make. Learn from your failed 
dockings on what you did wrong and analyze how you can do it 
better next time. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at Bass Lake for 
another great boating season. 
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1951 Chris craft racer  by Bob Robertson 
 
In early 2008 I had a high interest in cc racing runabouts,  I 

had reconnected with my high school friend Tim Robinson 
around that time after losing touch with him for many years, 
Nikki and I were at the May bass lake event staying at Millers 
landing, as we all know Friday night everyone would gather at 
Millers for a pot luck dinner, well I believe the year was 2005, as 
things worked out we had just moved to Nevada city, ca, and 
coincidentally the Robinsons had moved to Grass valley, just a 
couple of miles from us. 

Now it was time to  
rekindle our friendship of 
which we did, when we 
were both very young 
Tims dad had a Shell  
service center, Tim, his 
brother Roger and I were 
the shell service center 
team, Tim was the  

designated Manager, now days Tim loves to say that everything I 
know today I learned at the 
Shell service center. 

So much for the old days, 
loved all of them, now moving 
forward to when we meet up 
with the Robinsons in Grass 
Valley, now Tim and I were 
fast friends and I discovered 
that Tim being a fireman in his 
working years on his days off 
he had taken up the hobby of classic wood boat restoration, as he 
perfected his hobby he became a world class restorer. 

Moving forward to our meeting in grass valley I had just 
sold my business in Southern California and I was looking for 
something to do as I was only 58. 

I starting going over to Tims and watching him restore 
boats, I thought, how do you ever see the light at the end of the 
tunnel being such a daunting task, I remember him saying, one 
step at a time and all of a sudden it’s finished. I live by those 
words still today. 

From there I bought a 1940 Chris craft barrel back from Jay 
Perko, it was in pretty good shape but needed a couple small 
repairs, I took it to Tims and I got my first experience of wood 
boat repair. 

From there my interest accelerated and I had a desire to try 
my hand at restoring one of these beauties, so I bought a 1938 
CC  special from Charlie Brewster in big bear, ca, I brought it 
home at immediately starting tearing it apart. 

Well as many of you know in 2007 my shop burned to the 
ground and I lost the special and the barrel back as well as a  
fiberglass boat I had sitting outside of the shop. 

So moving on I flew to Antique boat center in Cincinnati 
and bought a 1940 U22, that was a great boat but I still had a 
need to do a complete restore. 

Now it’s 2008 and I heard from Jim Thorpe ( Jim was 
known for making cutwaters and rub rails, Jim passed away last 
year) Jim lived in sand point Idaho, he told me about a guy that 
had a 1951 cc racing runabout that needed complete restoration , 

well that was all I 
needed to hear, it fit the 
bill for what I wanted to 
do, and a racing  
runabout along with 
owning my u22 really 
sounded like the perfect 
combination. 

So here we go, I called the owner and negotiated a price 
(probably way too much, but it didn’t matter) I really wanted 
to do this, so I flew up the Spokane, rented a 26 foot truck and 
made the drive to sand point. 

I met the gentleman and he took me to his shop to see his 
racer, I knew it was in need of a restore but Wow! Was it ever, 
it had been completely covered with fiberglass many years ago 
which never allowed it to breath, so most of the wood was  
either rotted or completely deteriorated, a large section of the 
starboard chine area was gone, it had been sitting on a lopsided 
cradle that caused the bottom to be hogged severely, as well as 
breaking one of the stringers, the good news is it came with 2 
MBL complete engines that obviously needed rebuilding. 

He took his forklift and loaded it up into the truck and I 
was off for my journey home, about 1000 miles. About half 
way I stopped in Bend Oregon and spent the night at my wife’s 
sisters house, when my brother in law looked inside the truck 
and saw the racer he said to me, are you nuts, how are you ever 
going to make this boat float again. At didn’t bother me be-
cause I was determined to make this a beautiful boat again 
some day. 

So the next day after another long drive I arrived home, I 
took the truck over to a friends business and he unloaded it 
with his forklift on to a temporary trailer I had. 

Back home now I started trying to figure what I was  
going to do first. I decided that I needed to start by making it 
structural sound and straight, so I removed what was left of the 
transom, made new stringers and fitted them. 

From there I turned it over and started taking things apart, 
something I found interesting was while removing one of the 
bottom planks I found a 1947 dime that was used as a shim. 
Mistakes were made along the way but each one I learned what 
not to do, my biggest one was I had basically finished the deck 
and discovered the crown was wrong, so I had to start over and 
remake the deck along with the top frames. 

The work progressed slowly, after replacing literally 
every stick of wood with the 
exception of 1 side frame my 2 
year project was finally done. 

My patience and hard 
work eventually payed off with 
the honor of winning first 
place and Best non  
professional restoration at the 
2013 Tahoe Concours. 

My advice to those who 
are intimidated with the total 
scope of restoring that dream 
boat of yours, just do it, you 
won’t be sorry 
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By Wel Snibbod 
Covid is a PAIN in the ….well…you know!  RJ, that’s 

my wife, and I are sick and tired of hide’n out at home for a 
couple years.  The Kid and his sister are going stir crazy too, at 
each other’s throats.  So, when I saw that invite advertisement 
for the chapter Annual Meeting, Demotion Dinner and doin’s 
in Murphys, we said why not?  After all, this event had been 
planned for over a year already and cancelled once or twice 
t’boot.  Time for a trip off the hill.   

The chapter president, Don Leutz, has got a nice weekend 
planned for us all.  Well…to be fair … he and  his wife, Sylvia, 
and this awesome force of nature named Iren, have it all wired!  
Whenever they get their team together to plan an event, holy 
smokes, it’ll be a good one! 

We packed our duds and RJ told me to make sure I have 
my dress clothes … boots and clean Levis.  I dusted  
Gwendolyn off, my 59 red Caddy convertible with a bumper 
sticker that says Vote for Dick, put the key in the slot, she 
coughed and fired up.  She belched out some smoke from sit’n 
for a while.  A good day for a road trip so we would go with 
the top down, style’n. 

No snow yet, so the high passes weren’t closed.  Hwy 89 
south outta South Lake and over to Hope Valley, what a day!  I 
asked RJ if she wanted to go over the hill on 88 or further 
south to 4 over Ebbetts?  Markleeville and Ebbetts Pass it is.  
Now Gwendolyn has that dual quad 390 Caddy motor and she 
loves to stretch her legs.  That good ol’ Detroit iron passes 
almost everything but a gas station.  We were good. 

The trip was nice and no problems.  After all, we were in 
the mountains and trees, what could be better?  The last time 
we had been to one of these shindigs was that time in Santa 
Cruz, a piece ago.  Good people, good vittles, good fun, great 
car collection and a cool Shay steam train ride.  Coast’n down 
grade on 4 through Bear Valley, Arnold and a host of other 
burgs and into Murphys, we’re here.  Felt comfortable, why is 
that I asked?  And RJ said, cuz it’s that small town feel, like 
home.  I said yep.  We even passed a sign that said “Welcome 
to Wine Country”.  Now that surprised me, I thought wine 
country was Napa Valley?  Now to find the hotel. 

Murphy’s Suites was easy to find on the main drag at the 
edge of town, had a great parking lot for Gwendolyn too.  
Checked in and relaxed in our room, plenty of time to rest  
before our get-together dinner at a restaurant in town, Alchemy 
Café.  With a name like that, had no clue what to expect.   

Dinner at Alchemy Café was not part of the weekend 
planned events 
but this Iren gal 
put this informal 
dinner together 
for Thursday 
night for folks 
that got here 
early.  The menu 
looked great and 
the food was 
better, good bar 
too.  Must have 

been 23 of us there!  A lot of wine bottles later, we wandered 
around town and then back to the Suites. 

Friday morning we 
were on our own for  
breakfast.  Met up with 
another gear head couple 
and off we went downtown 
to Grounds for breakfast.  
More good food and I had 
better check my belt hole 
position!  Iren and Sylvia had a winery tour and tast’n planned.  
Off in Gwendolyn to Vallecito and Hatcher Winery.  No beer 
but RJ said some good wine, a few more greenbacks left  
behind.  It was fun as another gear head, Gene was kinda  
leading the fun at this place. 

We knew a car tour was scheduled for Saturday but we 
wanted to get Gwendolyn out today a little more.  Off and up a 
back road out of Murphys to Sheep Ranch to take a look-see.  
Not a lot there but the drive was worthwhile as the countryside 
was pertty.  Then there it was!  One of the coolest gas stations 
I’d ever seen!  Pure untouched history.  We made a loop as we 
went thru Mountain Ranch and back down to San Andreas then 
on to Murphys to get ready for dinner and the meeting at  
Ironstone Winery. 

Now RJ and I 
had been to Ironstone, 
just outta town a  
couple miles, several 
times for one of the 
best car show  
concours events in the 
area. They get over 
600 cars, bikes, boats 
and more each year in 
September, and all for charity.  Well we were having dinner 
and the chapter annual meeting in their music room.  Pretty 
room set up for food, no clue as to why it was called the music 
room until later that night when the antique pipe organ lit up.  
Pretty cool indeed.  The meeting was to go over what we had 

done in the last 2 years 
of Covid and few 
events and to install 
the new board of  
officers.  There were 
the important thank 
yous to the board, the 
outgoing president, 
Don, and of course his 
wife, Iren and their 
team for organizing 
the weekend. 

Now, see, I’m a gearhead from the sticks and I’m all 
about car tours and such.  Add food and beer and even better!  
Saturday morning was no exception as we met with our cars at 
Murphys’ Veterans’ Memorial Park.  Muffins, OJ, a map and 
our driving instructions for the day were there.  The parking lot 

Gwendolyn’s friend at Hatcher  

Virginia, Mike, Sylvia and Don 

Sally, Iren, Sue, Jane & Jackie 

At Alchemy 
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looked great!  Must have been 6 vettes of all colors, a 356  
Porsche, Jag convertible and some other cool cars. They even 
let this dark blue-black 
BMW join in!  Go figure!   

It was a great day for 
convertibles as the weather 
was perfect.  Our goal was to 
get to Mokelumne Hill and 
the Historic Leger Restau-
rant & Saloon for a taco bar 
lunch.  It’s not lost one me 
why the locals all call it 
Moke Hill!  Off we went 
following a string of cars 
down highway 4 again and then to cut over at Vallecito and on 
to New Melones Lake and a cool over-look.  A brief look-see 

and off to 
Columbia 
State Park.  
We met up 
with Hwy 
49 again 
and tool’ d 
north to get 
to the lunch 
stop in a 
ail….what?  
RJ said 
we’ll see 
when we 

get there, keep your eyes on the road. 
Through Angels Camp, San 

Andreas and on to Moke Hill.  
We found the Saloon on the main 
drag n’ parked the Caddy out 
front.  Now this is a cool ol’ 
place.  Some real history, but 
what about the jail?  Down stairs 
around back, we were told.  As 
we came out of the stairs, here 
were this couple in jail stripe 
clothes, Barbara & Danny 
looked the part as they greeted 
us, smiles all around.  But even better, they led us into the ol’ 
jail where there was a taco bar set up for lunch, good eats. 

We were free to explore after lunch and head back at our 
own speed, RJ told me to slow down!  Back in town, we wan-

dered a touch more as there are 
some pretty cool shops.  There is 
one place a few doors north of the 
Murphys Hotel that has all manner 
of bathroom hardware, antique tubs, 
brass parts, keys, locks, lights and 
more.  Better than a museum!  Even 
stuff outside on the roof to see.  
Then we walked by the Wall of 
Comparative Ovations, just across 
the street.  See, Murphys is one of 
the homes of E Clampus Vitus and 
this wall has loads of history and 
look-a-like busts of historic people 

in ECV fame and history.  Be’n a red shirt myself, it was  
hallowed ground! 

Had time for a quick nap and some gear head talk with 
my buddy Norm, then it was close to dinner time.  We do seem 
to eat well on these outings!  Now, dinner was just across the 
parking lot of the hotel, Outer Isle it was called.  And people 
were pack’n baskets and boxes of stuff inside.  This was to be a 
fun dinner with games and raffles of all sorts of stuff.  When 
we moseyed in, the tables around the edges had the raffle gear.  
There was this brass sextant that drew my eye.  An amazing 
look’n homemade Chef’s knife, old copies of boating  
magazines.  I got “the look” from RJ when I was look’n at 
them.  Some wine and munchies before dinner and then the 
main course.  Good food…again.   The auction was a silent gig 
that ran through dinner.  You go put your name on a scrap of 
paper with your next, higher bid.  Last one on the paper when 
the gun goes off and you are the winner.  Always fun to watch 
the scramble at the close.  There was big money that went for 
the knife, it sure was beautiful.  Then this Jeff guy, he makes 
knives and such said he would make another one if someone 
wanted to pay the same amount.  That was a done deal and next 
thing we know is Iren’s evening made some good bucks for the 
chapter. 

Virginia, our 
incoming President, 
ran this game outside 
that was a horse race, 
well…frog race.  
Everyone gets a card, 
the value of the card 
says how many 
spaces down the 
track you move your 
frog.  First one across 
the line wins.  A good time was had by all.  Shame to think the 
weekend was almost over.  But there was one more thing of 
interest in the morning.  After a good night’s snooz’n we were 
headed back to Ironstone in the morning. 

John & Gail Kautz built and own 
Ironstone. Turns out that they have 
been ACBS members for years.  At 
any rate, they had invited a friend of 
theirs, Mike Hunerlach, to talk about 
gold in the mountains and foothills 
of California.  Now this was  
amazing while we were having  
coffee, fruit and other goodies.  He 
talked about how the mountains and 
rivers were formed, where the gold 
was in this process, going back  
millions of years.  Lots of questions 

as everyone was get’n a touch of gold fever.   
Good times always seem to have to come to an end and so 

was this weekend.  After wandering through the museum and 
gift shop, it was time for Gwendolyn to head east.  But before 
we could leave, I had to show JR the huge hunk of gold in the 
Ironstone vault. Worth look’n at as it is one of the largest in the 
world.  Said some good bye’s for now and off we went.  We do 
need to get off the hill more often.  But I think the kids were 
glad to be rid of us for a while too! Sandy (left) &  

Frog (right) 

Frog racing 

Barbara & Dan escaped 
and are still at large. 

Cruisin’ 
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For Sale 
1960 Chris Craft 17 ft Ski Boat.  
With Chevy 283 engine for sale.  $16,500 OBO.  
Contact Layne 408-234-7613 or Skip145@comcast.net 

Please contact the editor at  
lee.chase@comcast.net  
to place or remove a Trading Dock ad. 

For Sale 
1938 Chris Craft 21 ft Sportsman. 
This wonderful 1938, 21’ Chris-Craft Sportsman, Hull #35372, is 
60% newly restored from top to bottom. Please go to        
 https://acbs-tahoe.org/advert/1938-22-chris-craft-sportsman/   
for rest of the story and photos in order to check the boat out and 
truly appreciate her full potential. She is a STEAL, at $6K. 
Down from $8,500. West System bottom. Boat is in a bare wood 
condition. Call Curtis Bauman @ 707-217-1119, or  
cbwoodboat@sbcglobal 

For Sale 
1959 Chris Craft Sea Skiff, 22 foot open utility. Powered 
by a 350 cubic inch 220HP Crusader V8.  Lapstrake construction 
built to handle rough water, with a mahogany interior and engine 
box.  Also features a cabin with bunks for two below decks.   
Includes cover, Bimini top and custom trailer.  
Asking price $22,000.Contact Randy Christopher at 
raiderrr@comcast.net for more information  

For Sale 
1966 RIVA JR. 18 ft Hull number 74,.283 V8 All matching 
numbers.  Custom trailer w/Plate RIVA JR . $25,500 00  
1931 WECCO ( Western Cooperage Co. ) WESTERN  
CLIPPER 19 ft. 2 cockpit 2 windshield . First year Chrysler 
Crown Marine engine born to the boat . All original wood . Port 
Hartford yellow ceder bottom + sides . African Mahogany Deck , 
tongue + grove , all original to the boat . Runs and looks great . 
The only survivor of this Lake Union WA. manufacture 
$135,000.00 . 
Contact Roy Dryer –roy@roydryer.com or 916-801-6915 

For Sale 
Belotti Riva Plywood, 2 solid 5 x10 and I inlaid 4 x10,  
for details and pix please inquire to Bob Robertson  
Drobertson530@comcast.net 530-264-6443 

For Sale 
1958 Chris Craft 17ft runabout “Kris Craft”  
hull#D-17-2220 completely restored to original with less than 5 
hours on rebuilt Hercules KFL,5200 bottom .award winner  
Tahoe 2018 and bass lake2018.I am asking $18500.  
Mike Williams 9163667515or mswilla@sbcglobal.net  

For Sale 
1936 Mullins Sea Eagle “STEELER”. Made of 20 gauge 
pressed steel.  Length15 ft 9 in. Powered with original 4-cylinder 
58-hp Lycoming. The bottom has longitudinal corrugations, for 
speed, strength and stability. The frame and stringers are Oak. 
Sea Eagles are equipped with five chambers, bow, port, star-
board, two in the stern. advertised as “non-sinkable”. Restored in 
2013.  Steeler has been featured in Classic Boating snd has won 
several awards. Includes a custom trailer and cover.  $22,000.   
Located in Walnut Creek, California. Contact Ron Wolfman – 
ron@rwnoel.com or 925-254-6443. 

For Sale 
Tuppence , a 1940 Chris Craft Deluxe Roundabout.  
Restored in 2015. We have enjoyed her on Lake Tahoe for 17 
years. For more information and photos email David Nelson at 
david@sda-sf.com or call 415-572-3679 

For Sale 
1942 CENTURY TRIPLE, 20 ft., “SWEET LOUISE”, 
Rare, beautiful hull#:01, original Gray Fireball six, Best of 
Show, Best Marque Class, Best Century at the 2000 Lake Tahoe 
Concourse, $65,000.00 
Contact Louise Huegli-Werner, Werner.r@att.net  
503-702-9375 (Boats located in Portland, OR) 
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